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CANADLI-Y SIDELJGHTS AND PROSPECJTIVE CHANGES
IN PENNSYLVANL4 PROCEDURE.

This ,vas the titie of an address given by D. W. Aniram, of
the University of Pennsylvania, before the Law Association of
Philadeiphia last December.

It is soînetimes neeessary to go froid nome fo learn somethung
abou~t ourslvs. On this, occasion the praetitioners in the Pro-
vince of Ontario (and incîdentally those in 'ýh. other English-
speaking Provinces of the Domninion) ai-e congratulated upon
tLe legisiation and mies of practice and procedure in civil
actions which obtain here. The writer says that so excellent has
been the working of these Acta a.nd Iluleis that the judges ini the
State of Pcnnsylvania in the, st revirion of their local Rclea of
Court adopted a numaber of their provisions.

The writer thus refers to the regulation of matters of pro-
eedure in the Province of Onîtario:

''Exz'nination of the Ontario Judicature À.et shews that it
is largeiy concerned with laying clown broad principles, while
leaving methods of procedure entirely to the courts. This is a
principle of differentiation of function between ]eý:mître apd
courts for which inany of the best meûn at thc Peninsylvania Bar
have pleaded for inany years, and which has often fotind expres-
sion in the reports and debates of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa-
tion. The attempt to lay down Rules of Court in acta of
legisiature has justîfied the critieisrn that they haluper rather
than proinote the efficiency of eur procexlure. A court which
makes its rules muay reserve to itself the right to modify theni, go
that through their tee strict interpretation they inay not Iead to
injustice, Where the rile is laid (lowfl by the legisiature, the
sound discretion of the courts cannot be excrcised at ail and the
ride of procedure attains the sanie dignity and inviolability as
a -ule of substantive law. The Ontario court ini proceeding to
formulate and proimulgate ita rule8 finds itself unhaînpered by
legislative interference, and is allowed free play for its ivisdom
to determine how the business of litigation cati bieat he done, no


