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tanit ones. Close oui- mission seliools at Pointe-
aux.Treinbles, at Granîd Ligne, and liere in the
eity, and at the saine lime youi closeiuzdrods of

PoaiCatholic schools wlhichi are standing
tîxere simply because soine people threatencd tie

priests to Send us their ebildren. Close our mis-
sion sebools and yout -%ill sec the priests jubilant
about the return, of wlîat they call Il the good old
timne."

If you desire to knoiv ivhat is tic degrec of
popular education in the province of Quebcc you
lhave onl1y to compare thie vretched but of the
sehiool inaster wvitl the palace of the pilest.
Compare the salaryof hundrcds of schiool toachers
whlo.reccive fromn $70 to $90 a year, -%vith the
lithos paid to the priest and you -%vill1 sec -%vlat
Uie clergy of this province thîink about popular
oulucationi.

lb is not necessary to insist on the meagre pro-
gramme of those rural scixools, and I shall not
spcakc to yon. of their degrading- discipl ie, of
their silly înethods of teaching, of the hatred lu-
spirod among the childi-en against citizens of
arlother race and anotheci ci-ced.

And let me say, that lb is only after soie years
tîxat intelligent children attending thieir sehools
cau read fluenitly, and a few years af ter inany of
thoin have forgotten ail about it. Whîrly'? Be-
cause thc books and papers they arc allowed to
read would leadl lîem to such an untellectual
atrophy that the idea of looking for anything
botter and more intercsting Nvould net oceur to
fliein.

It is not sidrprising if wve flaid in tlie country
hiundrcds of youiig men wvho say :-" I could read
at 12, but I bave forgotten all about it." But
such inca are hancly votcrs in the hands of the
clergy -%vho impose their will without having to
ler ai y resistance.

It is truc that thera are iii fus Province bebter
aîîd hîgher schiools, convents, an-d colleges, but
it is oiily for the clecbed of tlic clergy, for tbc
ricli class, for those who shahl be some day the
dcevotcd supporters of thie clerical authority, ivlio
il) rettiru shalllîclp thcmi to inake good business.
-And those two classes of mon bound together by
temnporal interest shahl share bhe spoil of the
toilers of the soil.

Whiat kzind of an education lias Borne givon to
those coutrios -where lier pover lias not been
eounbterbalanccd by a Protestant influence? 'Whîat
kuîîd of an, educabioî bias sue given to Ibaly,
le Spîain, to Mexico, to I3razil, to Poru ? lIn al
tliose counties fromi 70 te 90 per cent. are unable
to read.

lera la Quebee, the proportion is nlot bhe samne
it is trie but iu reality thiîîgs arc just as bad,
becauso it is mcrely a shain prinîary education
IWlich is given ii thc Ronman Cathohie sclîools.
ILau1Y chlldren can read but that i% ail, tliere is'
Otten no0 inîstruction iu that but lb serves as a
mlask 'to thîe deepcst ignorance.

After thue statisties of 1M9, blîcre are rio less
blian 80,000 chldren bctw'eeîî 7 aîîd 14 w'hîio are not
going to any schîool i the province of Quebec.

lIs lb because the Fi-oach Catiadians do not
dcsirc, to cducate tueur cliildi-en ? No, the fact-
tlîat thîey scnd lîundreds of theni to oui- mission.
schools !s a proof that tlîcy ai-e îît indifférent.
tovaî-ds educationi.

it is only thiose w'lîo knowv ý%vhat aur amiouat of
conu-age and of deberuihat ion. iL req aires fi-ont
thcîîî for placing theur chîlîdreui undor oîîr caro,-
waio eau sec, hîow they ai-o loîîging fur education..
Sliowers of aniatliernia9 fail u -on blieni gratuit-
ously (i b is bbc on ly fi-ce gi ft of Homie). The sac-
ranents tre refused te ilieni, their parenîts and
fricnds ai-c dotaehîed froni îlîem, and tlîey arc
looked upon as bhc si-tua of the land. But lu
spite of such a perseeution wev hiad aniong oui-
sehlle1ars last Nwinter 97 boys and. girls whose par-
ents sUi adhei-c to bbc Chînicli of Homo.

A gi-cat nîany people ini the country -ho can-
miot sce the spiritual objoct -e have lu view,
imagine bliat w-w-orkz in the inberesb of a politi-
cal society, othors say tliat w'c foi a society of
spoculators and bhiat a large suin of money is
paid to us for every soul thiat -c a-e pcrvcrtiug.
The piests point to us xîot onlv as the niost dan-
gerous onomnies of blieir ci-ced but also of bbc
French xîationaliby, and tlîey arouse the nîost
bitter feelings of bhiei- people -lien tlîey say that
w-e want to educate theur childroa lu order to
make bhem Protestants, anid tlîab wve îîîake thern
Protestants ini order to makze them. English. So
a Freucli-Canadian vho beconios a Protestant is
not onhy ami apostate in. tue eyes of blis neighîIbors,
but also a coward aniC a traiter to bis uabionaliby.-

Oui- faith, our language, oui- nationality, that
is the niaterials of Ltme lofty w-all by whicbi the
piests bave eucircled thîs province and by -ii
t.hcy w-ant to shut it to ail outside inaucance.

Thli- faith 1 Ils really tli- religion one of
faibli? [No, su-, ibis one of fear, oîîcofbei-roi-,one
of fana£,cism, one of cupidity. The most, cruel
ostracism. i8 direcbedl agaist anyone wlîo dares
to make an effort toîvards bis liberLy and the
inumîber of the poor -victinîs w-ho bave been
crushed by the powoer of their domineering
clergy ifils up bue pages of the Canadiali blstory
amîd keeps silent bhc lions of thie nation.

Our lauguage! tHave -e ever made an effort
la order to put an end to the French language?
What is thc langîxago of our miissionaies?W Whîat
hanguage is spoken in our churchues? «Whab is
the language mainly tangbbi lu oui- schools?
What is tîxe language of oui- cercles.? lis it not
the Fr-ench, the tonugune of oui- ancesters? Wle
study lb, w-e teach it, and we bionor those -hlo
spoak lb with talent. So lb is a shander to accusa
this Assenîbly of aiming at the destruction of
thc Fi-onci language.

Our nationality I We are accused of destroyiug-
patriotie sentiments. I wouhd easily understand.
such, an accusation if %va-e cie Jesuits. That
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