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as a rule). or near the back door. out of which the household
slops may lije thrown and near whicli the garbage heap with

ail sorts of refuse ir.ay be found. It is quite truc that most
soils, and more particuiariy tiiose that are porous and wel
aerated (gravels and sands). possess, fiitering and purifving
properties ini a marked degrec. Lut the soul surrounding wells
Iocated as we have descrihcd must in time beconie saturated

with organic filt1h of a most objectionable character. and is then

contaminate the water .passing through it to tbe weli. whick
under such condit ions mav l>e said to, act as a cess pit.

Furt ber. we frequently find these weiis, becomne the waterv
grave fo>r rats. mice. frogs and othler smali animais. the decom-
posing 1indics of whichi ren<ler the water foui and unfit for use.
lTlperft-tt protection of the mouth of the well mav ailow the
entrance of surface wasb. Rotten cii work 15 another source
of contaminaition. Other causes of pollution could Le enumer-
atedl but enougi lias In-en said to, juçtify the conclusion that
the ordinary farm vveil is at the best a poor suppiy and should
làt alandoned for a safer. purer source The examination ini
the laioratories of tlw Experimnental Farms of hundred of sain-
pie of sucu well waters have shown that few of these wells
furnishi a sujuply that <-an b»e considered wholesomce. l'y far the
larger nunil'er iitist bc condernc< as tot;tl'v unfit for use.
Considering the loc-ation of niost fiin welis. it is not a matetr of
surprise thlat l'eut a very snîiall propcl ion of t licm vieId wateCr of
sufficieni punity to Is e class,%ed as sat isfact nry. Many of t hese
waters art coluless. l.right. sî,arkiiniz. clear and cool. l)ut
these quaitîcs are n> crilciion and il is 1-y no nicans uncommon
to finti watvrs 1 uossessîng ail therse e-olnendalole properties and
at thle czaric t mmc rerking wit h tilt h. Of course. if a wcll water
1tceç<l urlidl after a rain. there is reason t<> rele.t it. for in
t bis, turlul.lit% %%-t have a sign that thei soul is no longer able to
dc> ils wu'rk as a hîlter and purifier.

A pretcautiu'n of verv cî,nsîelal< value. towards jurotecting
tlc well wvater froni organir tutuh. is 10 line. tlw- well to a depth
of %av 10) or 12 fert 10 a thickncsç of çav 6' juches with concirete
or ;iuuilil l ay. This lining should procc some 6 to 12 juches
al'ovce 1w m.uth of the weli. This prevents the direct intiow
of washi and of water froîuî t he surface soil. in which thLe larger
amount <,f putrescible organie matter- is fourni and ensures, a
certain am<uunt of filtration through dlean lavers of soul.

Anot ber safeguard is to, krep an area of sav 50 yards radius
round t1w well free from, manure and ail deposition of filth.
(it should preferably be in %Md). and this plan we wouid heartilv
recommend to t hase wbo are eontemplating sinking a well for
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