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Whien 1 was asked to read yott a paper on the birds, I bilt tiat, I

was very unfit, for the task, neyer hiaving, had any more than a nodding
acquaintance with the science of Ornithology, and havingy oniy begun a
year ago ta observe the birds witlî any degree ai care. Stili I cotild îiat
2nake up nîy mind ta lose flic chiance of teiling you sanie af my first
year's experiences sa that you might be inde awvare liow ninch wvhoIc-
sanie enjaynient may bc gat fronm the study af birds, by any anc who is
wvi1ing ta use his eyes and his ears, even thougi hie bc entireiy 'vithaut
teclînical knowvIedge. And even here I feel tiîat 1 shall f ail, for no0
wvords of mine can adequately express the many and varied delighits ai a.
bird-hunt suelb as 1 'vas fortunate enougli, ainiast wveekly, last year, ta
share the enjaymnent of 'vith Mr. N. F. ]3aliantyne, a fclloia-ember af
this Club, and suchi as I shall do niy best ta give yaîî a bni autline
sketch af. But before I begin, I shauld like ta advise anyane wvho in-
tends niaking a dloser acquaintance Nvitli the birds, if possible ta induce
a friend ta become lis felliw-student. One wvi11 be cnoag, for the birds
do nat care ta receive toa niany visitons at a tinie, but if this anc be
thorougbiy in sympathiy with you and witlftue birds, you wvil1 find
thiat this arrangement wiil nat oniy add a hiundredfoid, ta thc charni
of the work, (if stich it may be cailed) but will bc pnactically
useful. as weli, for, apart fram the pleasune ai shiaringy newly ac-
qttired knowiedge witli anc interested in tiie saine subjeet.,
inany cases of daubt arise in thie identification of birds, wvherc
t'va heads; are better than oiue. E ven if yon do gct inta a rather
heatcd discussion, now and then, as ta wvbether a given. bird is a Bald
Eagle or a Biackbunnian Warbler, a Saw-wIîet 0Ow1 or a Wiisou's Thrush,
neither of you 'viii be likeiy ta carry away any very serions 'vounds
broi tue fray, aud ecdi wili determine ta make sure ai his bird. next

time.


