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TME MISSIONARY RECORD.

we tad to suffer the wrath of God It
weas their bour, beecause it was the hour

appointed in the counsels of God himself’

tor the accomplishinent of man’s redemp-
tion. It was the pawer of darkvess,when
Satan, and the powers of darkness, sought
to overcome his stedfastness, to tempt his
soul, to make him renounce his work, and
so baflle his enterprise. It was their
hour, and therefore  he permitted them
to lay huld on him, and they led him a-
way to Cuaiaphas the igh Priesr, with
whom the scribes and the clders were as-
sembled.

At this moment all the disciples for-
scok Jim and fled. Ilew touching ihis
sireumstance ! By one he had been be-
wayed—Dby another he was to be denied
—now hie was forsaken by all.  ‘This was
the hour spoken of by Chyist, when they
were to be scatiered every man to his
own, and were to leave him alone :—a-
lone in the hands of his encmies. It is
sad in many circumstances to be left «-
lene.  Christ was now alone: of the peo-
ple there were none with him; while he
was about to endure the wrath of God,
and the eruel death of the cross  To be
deserted by fricuds especially is a calami-
ty of all others the greatest. This was
now the sitnation of Christ. Ile was a-
lone, in the power of his enemies.  And
vet he was not alone: the Father was
with him.  Still God was with him. The
time was coming when even he shonld
torsake him, when he was to cxclaim in
the bitrerress of his soul, “ My God, my
tiod, why hast theu forsaken me ?” And
shen should Christ be indeed alone, alene
in the universe, the great sacrifice. the
arcat propitiatien—at once the 1ligh
Uriest, the altar, and the victim!

Verse 38. Peter followed lum afar off.
"haere was his courage now ?  \Where
was his daring now ? ¢ Though all men
«hall be offended because of thee, yet will
Pucver be ofiended”. Never! Now he
is offended surely when he follows Christ
only afar off; when he will not Loldly
stand by him and defend him. And itas
curiosity merely it appears, tha leads him
to follow him even a far ofit 1t was mere-

j lv1osee the end-—to see what these things

Ie “ went in, and sat
with the servants tosee the end.” A
most unworihy motive truly.  How many

. unworthy motives may actuate the protes-
; sud followers of Jesus !

Liet us lock 10

- our motives even when we may be em-

Let it not

barked in a worthy canse.
Letit be to

nerely be to see the end.

‘Z accomplieh the end. though it may cven
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be connected with disaster and defeat. —
In this defeat there may be often the
greatest vietory

Verse 59-638. They were resolved by
all means to accomplish Christ’s deazh,
and they would suborn false witnesses ra-
ther than zuflfer himte escape.  But they
found none. It was with aifliculty they
could obtain any : At last came two false
winesses, A false cause is ofien support-
ed by the appearance of evidence rather
than by evidence itself. Tieaven and carth
arc moved in this instance to obtin evi-
dence that will be satisfactory.and it is last
butthe most paltry evidencee that isobtain-
ed,and that is held enovgh.  We are told,
“ A4 last came (wo false witnesses, And
said, This fellow said, I aw able to des-
troy the temple of God, and to build it
in three days”—That was a remavkable
scene which passed between the High
Priest and Christ.  Think of the ish
Priest sitting in judgment upon Him of
whom he was the type.  1le was the High
Priest according to the Jaw of a carnal
commandment— Christ according to the
power of an cndiess life. e was the
High Priest which hadinfrmity : Chuist,
the son who is consecrated for evermore.
The son of Godl arraigned before a mor-
tal like ourselves, made to answer for hig
life !—I3ut hcar that solemn announce-
ment, which ought to have struck the
High Priest with fear, and thrilled his in-
most soul : ¢ {Iereafter shall ye see the
son of man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of Hea-
ven”.  ‘That is a sight which we shall all
witness.  We shall see Chiistat the right
hand of (iod, and coming in the clouds
of heaven.  Now heis the accused—then
he will be the Judge. Now he is at the
bar of another: then we shall stand at
his bar.  This is his hour of humiiiation :
that will be his hour of exaltation. 1le
will be then higher than the bighest—the
fellow of God!  lHow sclemmn the thonght
of Christ’s ceming, and that we must alt
stand at his judgment seat ! “For we must
all appear before the judgment seat ot
Chrigt, and give account to lum of the
deeds done tn the body whether good or
bad”. Aye. and that High Priest will be
there, who now rent his clothes an.? said:
« Ile hath spoken Dlasphemy™  Will it
be to receive the sentence of damnation
as he now pronornced it upon Civist 7—
Perhaps he will b among thie 1edeemed
on that day —among those who will be
acquitted at the Lar of Ged, having cm-
braced the merits of Chisic Althougit
he condemned Christy, Christ may aceqnis



