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solitary truthis, important in theinselves, so far and 50 exclusively,

as to prodiice a sickly seif-conseious kind of Christianity. rjlieii
there, cornes also ail tndue eagrerie.ss for iriiniediate resuits, in the
declaration of a decision. Little good is beinc dlonie, u nlcss large
ilumlbers profess conversion. And to secure this primary end,
recourse, is hiad to inany doubtful rnethods of pressure. The
d1angrers arisillg out of tliis, not onl1y to mnany of those ijuimedi-
ately affected, but to the general life of tie Chiurchi, are iiot very
far to seek. Thiere is likely to bc a, weakniess, thiat becoines iii-
diflerenit to anythiing but fragmiientary truthis, a wvant of t '1er-
ance for principles thiat are profound or far-reachilig, and a want
of patience wvitli the ordinary inethiods of Church %vorsliip and
Chiristian wvork.

Noiv', if the chlurchl is to do thioroughl and really satisfactory
work she cannot be indiffierent to the clains of intelligence, for
iiothiing but truth can ineet the deep anid permanent wvants; of
the soul. A vigorous spiritual, life iust drawv its supplies lar'gely
from iimnbued truth. One fears, too, that there is a, growing de-
sire for a superficial, sentimental, anecedotal kind of preaching.
And perhiaps one of the wvorst features of Mie case is, thiat thlis is
not unfrequently hieralded forth ais I'preaching the simple Gospel."
Simple enougli it may be; but it is surely a grave, error to sup-
pose that the genuine revival of truc religion, or the consolidlation
and edification of the churchi, can be effected by preaching of this
description. Success aîong soine so-called popular lines of preacli-
ingr spelîs failure to the chlurcli. And iii v iew of tendencies suchi
as these, associated, as thiey not unfrequently are, vith the inos
reckless scripture exegesis, is it not more than ever nieccssary,
that the ninisters wlho go forth fromn our lialls shiould be «"%vise
scribes " capable of grasping the deeper eleinents of revealed
truthi, and of enforcing themn upoii intelligent mnn~by sound
principles of Biblica-l interpretatioîi.

(2.) There is another feature of our times thiat argues iii
favour of the exegretical chair, rather than the practical. Biblical
criticism, in its bearing upon the hiistory of the paist, and the
practical problerns of present-day life is one of the burning ques-
tions of the day. Oriticisim is in the air. And probably its
mlost living phase just now is that, of interpretation. Textual
dificulties and cognate subjects aire those thiat are agitating lus-


