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THE DOMINION CONTROVERTED
ELECTIONS ACT.

;;1;1 Supreme Cou_rt, of Canada, on the 28th
el'edi,t ;ﬂ{rmed the AJudgment of Chief Justice
Which oy in Langlois w Valin, 5 Q. L. R. 1, in
¢ Do ‘e'learned Chief Justice decided that
9 islmmon Con-troverted Klections Act of
ourt O:Ot wllra vires in making the Superior
Petiti, Lower (.)mmda a Court for the trial of
COmmns respecting elections to the House of
ons. That judgment was given after the
Of Bruneau et al. v. Massue, in which the
rf. of Queen’s Bench sitting in appeal
eg’;;m;us]y raled in the same sense. (See 2
i e ev.vs, p. 38; 23 L. C. J. 60). The
on thy (;nt in Bruneau v. Massue was rendered
in h 8th December last. In January, however,
€ case of Belanger v. Caron, 5 Q. L. R. p.
&p’pa h;fer Justice Stuart, though his attention,
Bnmeant]y, had been called to the case of
ODtm: v. Ma‘.ssue,' held that the Dominion
ires, ;rted Lle.:ctlops Act of 1874 is witra
decided r. Justice Caron, in another case
L B about the same .time, Dubuc v. Vallée, 5
ang wit,.h p. 34.1, agreed with the Court of Appeal
Chief Justice Meredith.
r’:;i:l‘ the circumstances the Supreme Court
rlldenes a useful fun.ction in settling the juris-
ecinio:,e on the point, that is to say, if the
‘ccepted of the fed-eral tribunal be universally
Will b thas authority, which it may be hoped
Yemay), e case. The Supreme Court, we may
> Was unanimous. The judgment of

Chief .
co]umim’tlce Ritchie will be found in another
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LEG’ISLATION OF LAST SE';SSION.
e::;shon was raised as to the validity of
by th If:f the Province of Quebec, assented to
BeptGHIbe leutenant-Governor on the 11th of
urin T lasgt. ’These Acts had been assented
lnblg a.n adjournment of the Legislative
unci] 51'; in the presence of the Legislative
the pe,kut the Assembly was represented by
aker and Clerk only. This was contrary

to usage, but the step was prompted by the
importance of putting the Acts in force without
delay, When the Legislative Assembly met
on the 28th ult., the then Solicitor-General Mr.
Mercier, and Mr. Wurtele both introduced bills
to remove the doubt which existed as to the
validity of the assent given in the absence of
the Legislative Assembly. The difficulty, how-
ever, was solved by the present administration
advising the Lieutenant-Governor to assent to
the Acts again in the presence of both Houses.

FRIVOLOUS APPEALSN.

Mr. Justice Johnson, presiding in the Court
of Review, in pronouncing the judgment of the
Court in a case on the 31st ult, censured rather
severely the practice of taking cases to Review
where the facts were really so plain as to admit
of no doubt. It would also appear that ine
papers tiled in suits are open to objection on
the score of neatness and legibility. The
learned Judge concluded his judgment as
follows: % On the whole, it is impossible to
doubt that the unquestionable duty of the J udge
below was to rule as he did. Now, with refer-
ence to this case, which is nnfortunately only a
gpecimen of & numerous class of cases that
come before this Court, we feel constrained to
say that it ceases to e & matter of surprise that
the list in Review should show some 80 cases
in a term. Yet all this stuff has to be examined
and disposed of by three Judges, who must, each
for himself, deal with the unclean and dis-
orderly mess of papers, for the most part in two
different languages, and illegible in either,
except by an expert, that makes up the average
record in the Superior Court for Lower Canada.
Judgment confirmed with entire unanimity and

considerable disgust.”
-
RIGHTS OF FIEST REGISTERED MORT-
GAGEE OF A VESSEL.

In the case of Ross V. Smith, & Cantin, oppo-
d in the present issue, Mr. J ustice Jetté

sant, note : ;
has reviewed the decisions of our Courts with re-

ference to therights of duly registered mortgagees
of ships under the Merchant Shipping Act, and
arrived at the same conclusion as Mr. Justice
Sicotte in the case of Kempt v. Smith, & Cantin,
sant (2 Legal News, p. 190). The law is

oppo
nt creditor has noright

held to be thata judgme



