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ethereal as Shelley. Wh,, the chirrup of jov is conspicioiis by its
absence, the biography of the poei, wvhen it cornes I o vritten,
wvill probzbly rev'eal ; thoiugh we miay liave to %vait: long, as De
Vere lias to a great' extent torestalled the efforts of the biographer
by procluicing a charmiiîg a horply. et, wvhile lie pos-
sesses nio lit dIe of that sngn pover which distinguishies the son-
nmaker frorn tie epic poet, it would bc imiproper, and therefore
%vrong, to deny that hIe note of apparentlv sponta:îeous, inevita-
bic, irrepressive andi mn1 tabe usic, wiîiclî true lyrical verse
ou-lit to have, is not always and evervxwlîere present iii the odes,
son gs, and stanzas litloghh not unircquently reveals a
transitory sense oif miusic, a imonieuta.rv coni-nand of the inistrui-
nment at. once complete and absolute. Iu other wods is ptireIl
lyrical poenis are uniequial. Iu this division of his works, the
average grade is iîot bzid, and ail tie poenls are informied wvith
rnuchi of the spirit of grace and crneliniess, suficiently rare
qualities iii latter-dlay poeirv th.it slîould, 1 tlîink, secuire for themi
serious and ivide-sprend at tention.

The prcvailing high intellectual elenient of lus verse is, per-
haps, niost iii evidence in tie Sonnets, and iii connection witlî
thieni jr is welI nof to forget that the sonnet is next Ia tlîe h'ric,
tie niost persoual formi tiat. poety cai assumne. The iiierits of
this very lgeprovince of bis rhynied poetry are salient and
stiperb. Several of bis sonnets have justly been placed by' univeral
assent amiong tlîe ver>' nablest iii tle Eiîc,,Iili lanertua<C. It is
irn1p-essible ta read even the least imîportant of these short poems
w'ithout biinst,*,i tlv conivinced thuat its author isý a thiiîker ivlo
possesses a mnd of the coruprelieusive order. They are aIl
relete w~itlî the richest fruits of dee1, contemplation, a facultv for
v.-Iicli enables the paet ta versif\v m'ith toieraijie success abstract
truttli and argument ; ýsiîîce contemplation is Io niost mn, wlien
-ict carried ta excess, and tunder tie sanie niodifving condition, c
de 'Vere iu an espèccial miauner, die spectaicles of Ille nîlind, as
wlîat we pcerceive clearly %ve express lucidlv. Iii his sonnets lie
is ever precisely what a sonneteer- slîould be, the rigid and chaste

litrav atitanîd his pr;tcticed hanidivork is riîrougiot cican-

cut and chastc like a Greclc epigranm.
But thc bulk ofti f poet's truiy Titanic l;tbors is ini blaink verse


