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CIIAPTEIR vl-(Cnérnued).
She walked siawly, as if uncansciaus ai bis scrutiny,

witb bier pretty lîead beld praudty, and bier eyes ixed upon
tht ground-the tender curves of cbutdhood yer ingering
upon lip and chin, but tht ligbr ai a svecter marning break-
ing from under the downcasrt ids. Ht had time ta srudy tht
picture for a inomeut, and themi the maid, a sbarp-eycd,
flashily-drcsstd wornan, whispertd in lber mistrtss' car. Tht
young girl glaiiced toward himi, anmd catcbing sighr ai tht
ilower in lus doublet, flushtd, and turned away. Every nîorn-
îng since had found hi on tht boulevard, iuiiy satisfied, if
airer an hour or rwo ai loitering, that face wet by bim in tht
crowd, and irrationally jealous if other tyts than bis seemed
ta set that il was fair. l3eforc a wveek had gone, tht whole
twenty-faur hours canme ta îurn on tht brie[ bliss of that in-
stant-tht ight of tht day ta came and go ini tht passing ai
those radiant eyts. Though airer thar second day she had
neyer looked again in bis direction, hie iked bier niant tht less
for that touch ai maidenly digniry. It proved bier gent
breeding, as bier ditss and attendant dîd lber gente station.
And now lie stoad waiting in the shadow ai tht aid cburcb,
witb a fluter at bis bicart, ta, set bier pass. Ht had flot
thougbt ta bc hinself obstrvtd,* but as if atîracttd by tht
tamnest gaze bent an lber, tht young lady looked rip as shte
mounted tht sleps. There was no misraking tht warm admi-
ration ai bis glance, and in same confusion, mademoiselle let
slip the littte volume she carried in bier band. Bel'ore the
maid cauld interpose, Captain La Roche had sttoptd forward
and restored il, witb uncovered btad, tht stranger murmured
a word ai thanks, and would have passed on, but lie gianced
A littie fieid-flowtr whicb she liad piucked by the way had
fallen fromn tht leaves ai tht book, and lay on tht stones ar
ber feet. Henri picked itrip, but made no offer ta reîurn il
A spirir ai audacity seized him. His tyts preferred the re-
quesr bis lips damed flot utter. Tht girl besirated only a mro-
ment, and then, with the air af a yaung princess granring a
favour, she smited, aund rripped by inra the church, leaving
tht soldier standing stitt an the step;, 'vibth t fading litne
marigald in his band ; and froin thar hour roses and mari-
golds were tu Henri La Roche tht flowers masr akin ta thase
that blossomed in Paradise.

Like ont in a dream ble followtd lber into tht church, and
took bis stand in tht sbadow ai a pillar, where lie cauld
watch bier withaut observation. Tht audience-room, whicb
bte had entercd in ibis lighr and caretess mode, was a large
ont, but quite devoid ai furnirure, saving tht igh, sreep put-

pi rtt e ppr end, and a few oid hatchments on tht vails.
twas tht poiicy ai tht Carholic authorities, before resarring

ta actual persecution, ta render Protestant worsbip unpopular
by tht imposition ai petry tyrannies. Accordingty, a royal
edict had lately deprived Huguenot temples ai tht righ!tot
fu.nish seats ta their wursbipptrs, Clmptlling tht latter ta
absent tbemselves from public worship, or ta rcmaio standing
thrauRhaut services wbich a maderzd audience would havetre-
garded as interie *aable. Tht effort bad failed in the present
instanlce, for tht large building was crowded ta its utmosrcapacîty withbabth men and women, and there was n,. sign ai
weariness as the vencrable, wie-haired pastar invoked tht
blessing ai God upon the assembly, and reed fr') n tht book
open before humi, a chapter aI St. John's Gospel. Then fol-
lavcd tht simple liturgy, in wich tay crystalîized tht faith ai
tht reformers and tht memory ai martyrs.

An ave lbe lad flot iooktd for ftII upon tht young saidier,
as for thtfilrst ime in many montbs lhe listened ta tht (ami-
liar words. His eyes gre-v maist and bis beaut tender as bie
recalled tht days ai bis yautb and the voice-iong since
silent-that at sucb bitter price to itseli had s0 aten in bis
hearing repeated those solemn and sacmed truths. Years bad
passed since then, but bie couid stilî neyer recaîl tht mtmo:y
of bis martyred pastor wvithout a pang af ierce indignation,
and il suited weil witb bis mood, that tht psalm liued out ta
the waiting people-for books were alsa nav forbiddtn ta
Pratestant worsipprs-was ane ai tht battît-sangs with
which bis forefarbers had struck bard blaws for tLe truth.
Tht aiudience took ir up as with ont voice, and he joined in
tht srrain witb aIl tht beartiness ai bis young, powerfual
luugs. Ht had almost forgotten tht iovely spell that had
drawn hîm thither, wben bis car caught tht sound ai a silvtry
voice an tht other side ai the pillar, pealing up like a sky-
lark's. Tht face ai tie stranger was upiifred, and giowing as
if with inspiratian. Sa mighr Miriam bave looked, hie
thought, cbanting a pran aver the dawnfall ai tht enemries of
ber people ; and after that, ir is ta bc confessed, be tboughr
as much ai tht singer as ai tie strain.

Tht psalm ended, the.-aid pastor reopcned tht Bible and
announced bis text, but scarcely bad thtfilrst sentence (allen
fromn bis lips; when bce was suddenly interrupted. A trum-
pet biew sharp and sbriil from wiiout. A strain ai martial
music. folloved. There was a fai'ar cmy fromt tht aId beadît,
and thea the temple doors were tirawn open, and a band ai
soldiers, armed ta the teeri, marched in. For an instant tht
cangregation stood paraiyzed ; then seeing that the cyts ai
tht intruders vert ixed upon tht puipit, where their aged
minister stoosl calm, but unable ta make himnseli heard amid
tht uproar':hey uttered a hoarse roar ai indignation, and ta-
dtavoured witb tht desperation ai love, ta interpose between
himn and tht thcatened danger,.in vain. Tht dragoons
pushed -teadiiy farward, farcing tht people back at tht point
ai tht bayonet, and bearing witb stoical indifférence tht
tbreais and execrations huried upon them. Tbcy gained tht
pulpit anid farmed a cordon round il. Two ai their number
motinted ta tht reading-desk and securcd tht persan ai the
pastar, vhile an afl'cer stood upon the puipir stairs and read
aiaud tht royal warrant, <f wbicb tht l-ieners gathercd litle
mnore than tha, for somte imaginary cause ai offenet their pas-
:tor was ta be arrestcd and their temple ciased. They bad
thusbtd their clamour long enouRh ro hear il read, bur t a is
conclusion they burst inra another hoatr, indignant roar,
whidh, instead ai cxpending irseif, seemed cvcry instant ta
grov louder and mare thrcarening. Tht aId minister, who
had resigncd himsci unresistingly ta bis captars, nov endeav-
oumcd wîrb outstrctched bands and srreaming cyts ta induce
them ta do the sanie. But bis voice was lost in tht tumuu:,
and tht people mnisunderstanding the gesture, and thinkingC
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he appealed to them for rescue, answered bim with fiercer
threats and cries. Every moment the uproar became more
appalling. At a signal front their captain the soldiers brought
titeir prisoner down and placed hifi ini the centre of the
squad. Cool and undismaycd they stand %vish sabres drawn
and eycs fixed upon their leader, ready at bis word ta eut
their way aut. The incensed Huguenots far outnumbered
ttein, but tbey were unarmed, and without discipline, and the
war*worii veterans of Louis XIV. knew well whar would be
the result ai such an unequal contest. Maddened wiîlî grief
and fcar the people, however, would certainly have made the
vain effort ta stay thieir progress, and blood must have flowed,
had there not app eared upon the scene at this moment an
individual destined ta turn the the tide ai events. The cap.
tain had turned ta his men and was about ta give the order
for which they waited, when a young man stcpped hastily for-
ward fromt the crowd and addressed im. Ht wore.the plain
dress oi a citizen, but bis frame was tati and powerfully
built, bis eyes piercing, and bis speech had a strong Southern
accent.

"I !f you are Frenchmen, and do not wish ta stain your
hands with the blood af your countrymen, give me permission
ta speak ane moment ta the people wthout interruption.'

Without wating a reply, he sprang upon the pulpit steps,
and turning bis pale, set face toward the surging multitude,
with a gesture comrnanded silence. The very audacity and
unexpectedness af the act ctiained the arms ai the dragoons,
and startled the people into silence. Alitcires turned toward
t pulpit. Those ai the Huguenots wbo bad been loudest in

their threats, began to press toward it. Perhaps here bad
caine the leader who would organize their resistance and help
ta rescue their wronged minister, Alil waited witb eagerness
ta bear wbat lbe would-say.

The stranger wbo had succeeded in gaining this monien-
tary footbold, lost not an instant in using it. Belore the mul-
titude bad tme ta recover from that second ai startled quiet.
ness, bc was pouring out in armigbty voice that made itsi
hedrd ta the remnotest corner ai the building, a rapid passion.
att appeal for prudence and forbearance.

'lRtsist, and you give our persecutors the ap à irrunity
for whicb they long ; submit, and you deprive the .& of the
voîce with which ta accuse you. Attempt ta rescue yiur pas-
tor by force, and you not only fail, but rivet bis chains. Sufier
bis arrest p.tientiy, and you do for hira ail that man can do,
by proving bow severe and unswerving is the loyalry be bas
taught you. It is the dtlight ai aur enemies ta represent ta
bis Majesty that is Huguenot subjects art contindally in a
state af insubordination and revoit. They love ta guad us
inb acrs of which they nay aterwards accuse us. Disap.
point them. Prove ta your king the falsity af their charges,
by sbowing bim with what humility and patience you can te-
sign your dearest ties ar tht expression ai bits royal wtll."

Such wa3 the argument on whichbcb rang tht changes af
bis appeal-bold, impetuous, but shrewdly practical. Trie
people listened, disappointtd, sullen, wavtring, brt hey lis-
tened, and at length the speaker paused, appirently satisfled
with the impression be bad made. The fire died aut ai bis
face, bis bead dropped low upon bis breast ; le seemed ta
feei himself unworthy ta utter the words, which he knew well
were aIl tht people now needed. Bending low over tht pulpit
railîng, lit addressed the captive pastor in a voice af exceed.
ing reverence and love..My father, thty will hear you now. Spealc ta them,
and the work is don."~

Tht speli that was ur. -i the ptople seemed ta bave failen
on the dragoons aiso. . itbaut remonstrance tbey sufféed
the aged minister ta step forward, and extend bis arms in fart.
well and in blessing toward bis smitten flock.

"'My cbîldren »-tht voice, though trembling witb emotion,
was now distinctlv audible in tht bushed assembly--" My
lîttît chiidren, I addrtss you, not in nw awn words, but in the
words ai Hirn who endured mucli contradiction af sinncrs
against Himself, and 1'when He was reviicd, reviled flot
again' . 'I3lessed are ye when men shall revule you and perse-
cute you, and shall say ail manner ai cvii against you faisely
for My sake. Rejaice and bcecxceeding giad, for great is
your reward in beaven.' * Love your enemîts . biess tiîtm
which corse yau, do gaod ta tm that hate you, and pray
for them whmch despitefully use you and persecute you. Sa
shali ye bc tht cbildren af your Father which is in beaven."'

Ht ctased speaking, and througbout tht vast building,
wbîcb a few seconds before badl ecboed ~ta tht shouts of a
ragîng mob, was naw heard only the souad ai sobs and mur.
murcd prayers.

Tht captain ai tht dragoons saw bis advantage, and
seized it. A wisper ta bis men, and they closed once mort
about their prisoner, ard moved towards tht daur. The
people gave way belote them, sorrowful but unresistmng. At
tht temple door tht afficer glanced back.

" Where is the young man who quieted tht people '' ne
demanded. " There was miscbiei in wbat he said, and be
seemed ta have much influence among thena."

But tht young man had disappeared as suddenly as he
had came.

'Caugbr up, and smuggled away in tht crowd." muttcred
tht soldier angrily. 'ICould flot ont af you bave had an cye
ta hitm? " But bad thet rath been known, be would bave dis-
covtred that tht congregatian kntw no more ai tht sîranger
than he.

Tht pastor crossed thethtreshold oi h:s temple neyer ta
re-enter it ; the people poured aiter hîm ; tht great caken
donrs vert closed, and stamped wth the rayai seat.

Another shadaw bhad fallen from the nîgbt nov rapidiy
ciosing around tht Huguenots of France.

CHAPTERYII.

AThE MANY DAYS.

Captain La Rochezs first motion on tht entrance ai the
soldiers had been ont af bot indignation. His instinctive
impulse had been ta place himself at tht bead ai the people
and organize.themintaresistance. What lcdid, however was
only ta move bastily forward ta wbere the young lady and her
rnaid stoofi, and silently take upon bimsrJf tht charge ai their
protection. With a keen stase cf humiliation flasbcd back
upon him thteniemary ai tht uniform bt vore, ane tht sup.
port cf the royal authority ta which it bound hîrn. But, at
least, ir raised no barrier between him and tht siveeter and
lavlier task, and every instinct aifrnanhGod and chivalry
drew hlm toward tht gen tic girl, nov trembling amnid tht sur-
ging crowd like a frait havwer ina the grasp of a huricane.
She vas very pale, but quietIy composed, with her delicate
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lips folded firmly togetbcr, while ber attendant wrung ber
bands and lamentcd valubly :

IAlas, mademoisellt 1 this is wbat cames ai wandering aoù
ta these aut-ai.the-way, forbidden places. Would ta Gad 1
wcre sait home I nias 1 tvt iill bc murdered."

IlFor shane, Rosette 1 I answered a low voice. Il It is the
aid pastor, flot we, who is in danger. It is seifish ta think
&bout aur awn safety."

IlSelfish 1 I shrieked Rosette. "SeIfish, mademoiselle',
wben we are about ta be shot ortrampled ta death. Look I
the people are about ta tear the dragoons in pieces. Tht
soldiers art lomvering their muskets. God have mnercy 1 I

Il I am ashamed ai you, Rosette. You are not a French-
woman if you cannat dit bravely. 1, at least, cannaI forget
-- " But bere mademoisetle's brave words ditd away in a
low cry, as she caughr slght af a uniforni at lier elbow. Tht
next instant, recognuzing tht earnest tyts fixed up3n ber, tht
cry glided into a sigh of relief.

IlMademoiselle knows me: she wilt trust me ?"I Captnin
La Roche said eagerty, but with grave respect. IlIf she witl
accepr ai my protection, I pledge my bonour ta set htr out
ai tht mette in safety."

The crowd surged heavity against tbem, and he put out bis
free atmn ta shieid ber. She caugbt baid of bis sîteve witb
tht frank confidence ai a chitd.

Il Oh, yes, wt witl trust Vau, and thank you very much
mnp-itur. We are alone together, Roseteand 1, and sht is
ver, .,iuch frigbrened, and I do flot knoiv what ta do. Wbat
ought we ta do ?"I

There was n's coquetry now in tht beautiful tyts, anly
tears and ýsoit appeaiing. Tht soldier's heart swelled proudty.
He drew ber closer, and laid bis broad palm, an tht smail
band clinging ta bis arm, and kept ir there. It was ont ai
those crises wben tht perty conventionalitits oa ife art for-
gotten.

IlThere is norhing for us ta do but wait quietly whert we
are for tht prestnt," be said. 44Give yourself no alarm,
mademoisellt ; there shail flot a hair ai your head be burt."
He fetit tht strengtb ai twenty in risc in hina as he spoke.
lie knew bis uniform would no longer be a restraint upon him
if a sward mvere Iifted against ber. Ht woutd igbr bis way
througli a hast befere a ra le hand shnuld toucb thar delicate
head.

,She did not seem ta heu inaim. she was toaking witb dita-
tîng eyes at the pulpit.

'Set !" they bave seiztd tht poor aid minister, and are
fb*nàing hlmn with cords. Are flot tht people going ta interfere ? %ill they let him bc carried off without rtsistance ?
Ah, if I were a man-"j She cbecked herself, blushing.

Pardon me, I am ungrateful.'
-No, mademoiselle, yau are noble, you are right," bc saîd

wariy. "IIrI is tnough ta put lire even in a wnman's saut,
and if 1 had flot be 'en tied band and foot by my unifarm, you
w.uid have setn thit tbece is ont man at least who would flot
witness the outrage tamely."

She look-ed up, lier te'cs fizsbin;. IlThen Vau are not one
ai those, minitr, whS think mith the preachers that ve
shoutd b!.rr ail insuits patiently ?"

I am not, mademoiselle. Tht only Iigbt I bave long
seen in the darkness that oppresses us is tht ligbt that slteps
in tht st.abbard berc, and if there are many mare scenes 11k-A
this, ail tht preachîng ai tht mînisters wîlI flot bc able ta
smother tht tire that burns in every nian's breast.» Ht,
stopped, feeling lit bal said ta, mizch, bat lier face was ap.
turned and giowing, as wben she sang that martial psalm.

IlThe womnen and chiîdren af France would bave less ta
dread if mare thought as you do," she sighed sofly, as she
turned away ber bead. Did site know what seeds ai fire her
looks and words were sowingi

Tht tumuir was now at its height. The crowd maved
beavily ta and fia. On tvery side tht people were pushing
and trampling down cadh iliter. Women screamed, fainied,
and werethrown down in tht press. Tht quiet, orderly con-
gregation seemed suddenly transfornatd inta a beasr. lashed
ta fury and deprived ai reason. Captatn Li Roche braced
himself agai nst tht pillar, and exerttd ail bis strcngtb ta main-
tain a standing-place for hîimseif and bis companions. But
even bad flot bis crippled arm deprived bui b alfbis
strengtb, hc might as welt have iried ta stay tht waters af an
incoming tidt Siep by step be was farced ta give way. Ail
that bc could do was ta keep bis charges from, being knocked
down and trainpitd an. Ht badl thrcwn bis armi around the
young lady ta prevent ber from Leing torn (rom him, and ber
smnalt bands wcre clasped upon bis sleeve with a renaciry oi
trust that made bina giad cvtn then. She %as very white ,
but stili, in tht dark, fli shing eyes and firmly-folded lips
there was ne sign ai weakness or despair.

IMademoiselle is brave ; sic doits flot fear even nov," be
said2juously.

Sh, gave bina a quick look.
1 Iamnafot airaid-with you," she said soirly.

Tht words were spoken with tht franl, confidence af a
child. Ht dared flot fancy that she feit, as bc did, that it was
sweet ta bct omcber, even there. WVhy, then, shouid the
yards move him s strangely? Wby, at this moment ar
stress and danger, sbould a sudden breata tramn tht past
sweep over him, and ht seem ta bc galloping alnng a matin-
taîîa road in tht gloonai a winrer :night, with a smalt htad
resting againsr bis shouider? Then he knew.

"La Petite," he whispered, smuling. 4«That was what the
little chiîd said tht night 1 braugbt them in sucb bot baste up
ta tht Chateau ; but why should I have tbaught ai it here and
nov ilI

Ht came suddenly bacl, ru tht prescrit. Hi.s companian
vas addressing bim in a voice wbost intense quitness made
bina realize boy great was tht danger ta vhicb %he attracred
bis attention.

Il Ve are bcing pressed towards tht vai, Monsieur. If
they force us against it, and tht people keep an moving like
this wve vilI be ground ta powder."1

Ht glanced over his shoulder and saw that she was right.
Siovly but steadi!y they vert being forcedl toward tht side oithe church, and tht vhite, despairing faces and agonizedi
shrîcks oi those vha had already rtaçned ît. warned hatm
what vould be their fate if they toa wvr' borne thither.
Anxiously the yonng mnan looked around bii:. -or some chance
ai escape. For tht first time bis he2 't began ta (ail hi.m.
IWbat can 1 do, what shal I1 do?"l lhe asked unconsciausly,

thecry ai bis bearr ris!"g iavoluntanly ta his lips. A young man
forcing bis way past thena in tht crowd, turncd and answered,
as though the question had beea addressed ta hlm.
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