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OUR SOCIETY
LETTERS FROM THE FLEET.

No. I.

Cilillq PRONI 'lie, WVOI)EN W'Ara..
àlani wei'c Uie regrets on board H. M. slîips as tlîey sailel uît

<if Hlalifax Harbor; fur Lîxougli tige fast apprnehuiîîg wviitcr iîla'le
life ait board veî*y tinpleaitt, yet the ldîîdly ho:iaiyrecuîvedl
on shiore mie n) for Uîiat. The cîder iiiemîbers were heard Lu
ri-ct thec roatring, tires antd cuiiîfo tAtble; r'oîîs of the Hailifax
Cîtl>, and tliougl theytynnger ocis %w'tre liet exctL* livai d langenit-
ing tiîeiî' fate. their .saldcedt faces bore wins îtthe' tire cf
soîne fair cne's cyes 'vas the fline tuy Icngud for-not t bu
cCIIIpensated for by mvit thie wa.ri nu and bIne w~aters of Becr-
îiiila. A fewv days, lîowcver, a -tiîgia dccided arnxiety va-s
shown a,; to tige date Mihen the Hl-aifax' mail wvas duej--oti'- surrow-
fui unes liait elieered up a goail dent, iîuîchl of whlîi wvas dcoubtless

owing r 0o Ucgitethywrrealcul w'iUî, for, as il, thme dixys
of Shiakespeare, sa now-

Men w~ere (leceivers ever.
Oue foot on seat aîd cite on shiore,
Failifil to one thing neyer."

Lay tlat tc yoîîî lîcaît, dlatighîtrs cf Cliebtîcto.
Scon after our ai-rival thîe 1Vtli Leicestershire rimiien t gave at

bail, and anl tugncinîoniy ruice lance it wvas. Theî rmain anid Iloor
werc good, the supper %cli errangý,ed aîîd pleîitiftil, Uh iu îîsîc
tîînefui and exhilarating. Everyone tuîrned tip iii great force;
the ladies iooked their best, the nien mîagie tlieir licttîest spechles
and ail w~ent as sîiioot)îly as a sleîgh. It wiLs said Oinat a ycting
Ainerican lady, the daughItet' of a ieading Newv York baîtker, bore
awaLy the paliîî, an(l certainly the Guards, wvho 011ght to Uiec ood
judges, were assiduous in tlîeir attention Wo lier. Muel colinnienit
was raised hy thîe style of dancing followed by tlîese oficers-
soineUîing, between the nature of a wvhirlwvind and a tee-totuui.
WToc betide the wretclied coupile wbo encouritered tîein, for tlîey
were sure ta moine off second bcst. Those wlio hiad Jatoly been in
London, and wislied to ]lave it knowî tdigit tlîev inoved iii tie
best society, sait], wvhen they we're atsked if tlîey did not Uîink
this inethod of dancinîg extraordinary, <' Ohi, dear, no ! 1 never
thought of noticing it ; iLt is wvhat 1 aîîti so accustained to sec r'
Othiers wh'lo had flot been it London lately, but r(.",ered aIl that I.
M. Foot Guards did, expressedl no adverse opinion, white thiose
whio sufi'ered fron thera coînplaincd o? -%vretchced dancing and bail
forai. Anothier daiicer wvho excitcd inuchi attention wvasoa foreign
oficer-one froi a Dthel înan-of-war thien in port. He twirL'-d
and pirouette(], twibte<l andI slid, reverseil and daslîcd off at odd
angles, so thiat one never knew %vliere to look for Iiiîîî. He w'a.s
the inost energetie mnan it the bail rooin and as bis collar gl'e(-W
liînper, bis iovenients gt'ew quieker, till lie semned to thc more
lan.rUid Bct'înudian's a very iînpersonation of thie spirit of dancini.
It ~vssaid that the end f iîn w~as thiat lie w'as so exliatusted hoe
hiad to be carried back înost of the way. and was put to bcd on
the hilliard table of the club, but tIi is flot quite î'eiiable. Ail
the gay youing, sparks o? the fleet ;,et.-e tîtere, headed by Prince
George of 'Wales. Jo the Bryd-zoon ani ]lis poct lauircate werc seit
tking togrethier, thougît nothing has as. yet appcared to let us

know if tlîeir conversation bore on any ne"' pocin. Oit the wvlole
it wvas a niost successftîl entertainirgent.

Anotlier bail wvasgiven to Uic fleet by thîe citizens of Hamîiltonî,
on New Year's Ni-lit, at the Princess's Hotol. Tite conîpany -%vas
nearly Lhe saine as at thte previous one, cxcept thiat there w'ere

80ille additions %vho arc, lot gvenciviii scn at otller <lances. m1Iîo
Iloor *as verv grond(-tlie daneing %vent oit in th ic e% ball-
ruoin of tic lîctel-so guis) digit tliere wcere a great inmiber of
tulihieq, the opportunities foir flirtation were emcelleîît as tieric
wure tige longy corridors of the Ilote] for tiiose Who) w'islicil to lise
t lîcîi, and the supper %vas flot oilly goolI tint wast' vit c by a boudy
of "lady lpcls," freslily arriveti fi'uin the Stitte-,. It lias bcciî a
on'cat iliatter of regret that Uie l)ntcll ollieers %vho ]lav'e lîcen pay-
in-, Berîiiuua a visit in the iiiian-of-%var Johei ni Dilhel:a Prsu,
hlave Iîc'il ulialle, il, a bodiv. on accmilit of tige dentit uf tliciî inte
k ing, Wu ace)ît, any tif ail ti ()ili, LIit.Ue or' t%% ocf tjeii
lhavo becu onit, lbut as private -gîiests cii ly, îîot inii uiforîin. Tlîcy
are aR goond lot of feiloW4 amti evitlently appwetiate Eîgis v'ays,,
for tiiey play la wn tennîis aind ta) k ouir iaîîgiae meIl.

Mrs. \Vatsuîil lins givenl lier chîsttoîîîaiy furtiiiglitl13 -at litiies:,"
11,1d liasý lieun it uickier in lier w atiier tlian Oiîîi ne day it,
wvas so batl thant tige ctuest; wveie rcduced tc skippiuig to aitinse
thciiiselves-Coloiel Eaton (if the (hiards, aeting G'>vernor cf the
Island(s, distingu<fiinii' Ili iiîself l1'y bis agi lity iii tlis pastiii. The
Governcr properi, Geni. Newdlegýate li -as iven two afterîîoon's
which were wvell attendeul and niî'cli enjoyed. I t ligis been noticed
tlmit te " theusL. " seeîîîs as coiniion nl coiiplaint, at lkrinutla as
h. %vis at lialifax, for wvhatever Prince George wa.st, doirig, daîîcingr
or playiiig lawnvi tennis, lic %vas perpetmîîlly tie cyniostîre cf the eyeè
cf tliose wlîo tiîink duiat roîyalty va.s only nmade to bc stared at.

Atiotlier muîall, dance xva- given l'y a lady at Boa%. Island, and
was sigîîaliscd by Uthenggmn cf the fir.st lieutenîant of tie
Eiimeraldi L.ing coiîpleted an) iinctiiitcegl tiiere. ighe cliarîiinvb
yonîîg lady is aiready closely coîînecteul witlî luis shîip, so tiîat h.î
wvill bc uiinecessary ta pîoinit otît more clo-;ely %vlio sule i.

'lucre have been one- or two siikn ocrsand oîîe " ladies"
concert-if iL is perîîuitted to so ulistingîiisi ht. ite siokin- oie,;
wVere given on board the leltgitIil, mliîen tiiose of lier ofierwhio
are gifted with luîstrionîic and cantator~i poc distiîîgîîislîed
tlîielLvesi as usual. Dr. Thoînzes sang, a gondl topical surtg, My.
Macarthy a ballad iii bis inost cliarining style, Mr'. Stopford andl

Bill " Stevens brolighit downi tie liouse iii a seîeaîîîngy far-ce. ()i
board the Uomus, Mr. Fenton tinite tock " the cake" for îîîaketi p
and( acting in a coudei Thg.'1le " ladies " concert wvas giveni iii
aid cf thîe " Ser'pent " relief fund. AI] the niaval talent was well
rcprcsented, ail addition being îîîade by Uie appearaîlce of the lag,
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artc absoliît'e1v pnîfect, ismnd tre lie.

', iiig shoinli ili good .u..oitieîît. hy
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