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fostings, and self denial, thoy ma}a tho fuluess of
vanity——the renlity of emptiness. Ifitbe net true,
how twise nro thoy who rejoct itsillusory bappiness,
and harden tho heart, and bliad the wind, ond cal-
Jous the feclings, against all its warnings, roproofs*
chocks, strictness, and preparatory ropontings.
Thoey are roally bappy who, at the timo of their en-
Joyment, feel that what gives them felicity is sub-
stantial and real; but what happiness can that bo
wehich is derived from deceptive promises and fanci-
ful prospacts of a futuro blesseduess which is, in
substanee, like the fairy fields and paradisaical

ardons expocted by the deluded follewors of Mo-
gnmmad. If it be not truo, it inspires hopes only
to deceive § it nourishes expoctations gnlyto destroy;
it promises felicity anly to disappoint; itﬂpmenux
bo?ora the miad & prospectof glory andinefiable joy
finally to ovorsproad it with tho darknoss of death;
it feods ths soul witl. the image of a future happi-
ness nover to be realized ; atlures it with the shagow
of o heaven whosa substance will sover be obtainud.
Religion, whother itbe true or false deprives us of
many worldly eojoyments; it seporates rolations
and friends ; i1t divides honscholds into distinct parts,
and disturbs tho poace of many families and com-
muaities ; but if it be false, these effects are the ro-
sult of no adequate cause, end are completely nn-
Jjustifiable.

I religion bo truo, it is the best of all prineiples
on which to act, for, 1st, It corrects the taste of
mankind in rogard to pleasure, und feads them to
seek it frow the purest sources ; it propases them 1o
partake, with a superior relish, of the good things
of this life, and to derive comfort anﬁnﬁfaczion
from even their daily oceupntion ; it affords its pos-
srssory eonfidenco and fortitude in the bour of dag-
ger and aflliction; it gives peace of mind amidst
the soverest trials, and composure of spirit in scenes
of terror which make the irveligions man foar and
quake. Secondly, it influcnces those who enjuy
its power, and feel its #acred tendency, to love
their frionds with true affection; it inspives them
with feclings of philanthropy ond universal regard ;
it teaches tisem to do good to all their fellow-mon,
to love even their enctmies, to return blessing for
cursing, and prayers for perseention and roproaches;
wt inculeates respoct in subjerts, and moderation in
rulers, honor towards parents, and mildness,
though strictness of discipline, tvwards children;
it enconrages diligence in business, whilo it enjoins
fervency in spirit for the service of Ged ; it opeas
the heart and hand to the poor, and pours forth its
charity upon alf elasses of men, and its benevolenco
aod assistance to those who asein wrotchedness
and want. Thirdly, If it be trus, it yiclds more
substantial joy ‘than can bo obtained from ull the
anticipadons and possessions of earth, for it bids
us Yook beyond this werld, and beyond the grave,
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth.not nway, reserved in heaven for those
who are kept by the power of God, through feith,
uato salvation ; it points to the immeasurable fislds
of eternity for the final aboda of tho righteous, where
heauty unrivalled, pleasure unalloyed, delight un-
thought, unheard of by mortals, amid the fragrant
grovos of the colestial paradise, refreshed by the
breazes of God's heavenly infiluence, cheered by thy
glory of the Lamb who 13 tho light of the place, en-
livened b5 the bosannas of the angelic choir, enchant
tho mind, and enraptwro thosoul. If it be trus,
it affords the greatest consolationin the hour of
death, for it instruets the Christian to die in the as-
sured hope of a glorious resurrection; that his body
and soul, horeaftor united, shall shine in the brght.
ness of tho Redeemor's likeness, and that he shall
never suffer the roverso of bis happy conditien, If
this bo tho result of a courso of conduct regulated
by the precepts of tho gospel, that principle which
aifords such excellent rules of life, induces such su-
perior advantages, and ends iz such fulicitous con-
soquences, ought surely 1o be highly prized, n.nd
constantly nod strictly acted upon.

That religion insures all this, may be proved
from its orgin, noture, and means of oporation.
Should this proof be substantiated, the former view
of this subject, corsidered as deceitful spd unworthy
of trust, will, of coarse, be withour foundation,
and henco of fecbls tenure.  That we are the off
spring of chance, that we are sustained in fife, in-
dopendent of any other being, Jet him believe who
can and iy so disposed ; but wo will acknowledgo
that in the wechraism of our hodies, in the combi-

nation of matter and spirit, of which wo fool our-
selves possossed, and in the coatinuation of our ox-
istenco, boths ns mnerial and inunaterial, thero aro
traces of a superior wisdom, cousunstnate skill, infi
nite goaduess, and absolute perfection. This bheing
the case, it is unwiso to suppoeso that our Crenter
waould leave us withoyt rules of conduct suited to
our nature, sud adapted to out situstions. Tho
samo Being who msads us, hias, vadoubtedly, aright
to domand our obedients and our love. Fer the
oxprossion of this right, and to give a knowlodge of
the manncr of its satisfaction, he must make some
rovelation of himself to his croatures. Whilo wo
believo that this being is infisitoly good, and holy
without the 2ast moral blomish, wo mustnect ssurily
beliove that his wilt and: requiremonts would bo'a
transcript of this purity and benevolesco. While
wo believe in tho eternity of this being, ond in our
own futuro and endless dostiny, wo must necessarily
beliove that the duties we perform, and tho trans-
gressions wo cotmmit, relatively to this will and these
abligations, will affect this destiny. Such a rovela-
tion has been made, such a transeript has been
given, such an influence bas been declared.  In the
goverament of the natural, moral, and celestial
worlds, such laws ouly aro ostablished as aro abso-
lutely necessary. In the masagomeut of the uni-
verse, and in the regulation of sll its componeat
parts, bowever oxtensive or muute, thegs is no waste
of power or wisdom. Were it necessary that spirits
in tho eternal world should be subjected to the per-
formance of legal obligations, such obligations
would bo imposed. Wore it nocessary that day
should net be succeaded by darkaess, the light would
alivays romain, and the sun no moro go down.
Wora it not necessary that man should be suscepl-
ble of moral impressions and moral cultivatios, bo
would not have been endowed with passions and
faculties suited to this end. All mankied ave pot
in the samo moral or natural condition, and they
have been differently situated in theso respects, in
different ages of tho world. 'That God would make

various rovolations of himself and his will, that hejary

waould impase injunctions in some manner dissimiler,
relatively to tnese severnd conditions and ap,  is
prodicated of his infinito vrisdom and love. That
this is the case will bo disgovered by refosring to the
record whica God bath ’given us of his dealings with
the children of mea. Hence wo observo that to our
first parents in astato of wmpocence rnd holiness,
twas given this simpls prohibition, ** Of the tree of
knowledgo of good and ovil thou shalt got eat, for
in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
‘To them, after their fall, God mado the promise of
the Saviour. To Abraham he gave a clearer know-
ledgo of lus character and designs. To Moses ho
gave tables of stono, which wero graven by *be fin-
ger of God, and on which the divine mind was in-
scribed. Vo Ysainh and others of tho prophets wes
imputed 3 manifest discovery of tha glorg: which
was ta follow the advent of the Messiak. To John
the Baptist was delivered the preaching of repent-
ance, and of a kingdom which wss at hand. To
Christ, the Redecmer of ruined man, was it com-
mutted to open 8 new and living way into tho holy
of holies, and to teach mankind the extent of Joho-
vak's requircments.  And to the spostles wore on-
trusted tho recording and transmission of the puro
doctrines of the go:f)o , aud of the gracious purposes
of this now marcifel dispensation.
* [ro BS coNcLUDED.]
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The Committee present their Annual Report to
their Subscsibers end Friopds, with increased cop-
vietion of the vast importance of Christian Missions
to the spisitual and otomal interests of wenkind;
and with invigoratsd confidencein the gowc{ of the
Gospel to subjugatotho world to its mild, benignant,
and felitating influence. Tho confiict berwixt
lightand durkncss may besevers and long-continued,
but ¢ Truth is grezt,” and il ultimutely tismph.
The cruclties, ebscenitios, and depravities of idols-
try havo becn unveiled, and its rovolting and degra-
ding characterirrofutably proved. The

sat in darknes and the shadow of death have scen,
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though distantly and dimly, tho rising of tho Sun of
Righiteousness with healing in his wings, and are
imploring the counsel aund assistance of more favor-
ed noticns. A c? has been heard from tho desert,
“ Como over and help us.” Tho cnergios of the
Christian werld ave awakening inte actions and
tho appalling disclosurcs of the thraldom and misery
in which myriads of Pagans aro involved, are stim-
ulating Christian philanthropisis to now and oxtree
ordinary acts of benoficencs nad sympnathy.

During tho past year, communications bave been
vecoived from tho Missionaries of this Bocioty,
strongly expressing the gloom- and wretchednoss
which still oversgrend thoso extensive portions of
the glabe, which have sithor not been favoured at
slf, or but partinlly favoured with tho ministry of
ovangelical truthy but delightfid inteligenco hrs
alsu baen reccived of the extanding influence of the
Gospel, and of thousands who have been sescuod
by it from ignorance and misery. New prosfs, in-
deod, havo beeo given of the arduous, and, in many
instances, the penlous nature of thoso endeavours
which are requisite to attack tho strongly fortiffed
citadols of dolusion and crime, and to achiove vigto-
tios of mercy over overy form of opposition; but
new demopstrations havo also been afforded of the
officicncy of the labours of zealous and faithful men,
to bring into tho obedience of faith the uatutorsd
African nnd the idolatrous Asigtic, the supersti-
tious Europeas and the isolated fishermen of North
America. ’

Christian Missions are assuming a novel thaeze-
tor, at once interesting and important. No longer
have Missionaries to inquire where it may be deomed
practicablg to erect the Gospel stendnrd ; or where
the seli-denying messenger of mercy may vonture
cautiously to mtemt;;\rtx to toach the naturo and the
doctrines of the Christian revelation; ¢be door of
entranco inte the midst of densoly populated and
awfully bonighted countries, has been Exmwn wido
open ; and the wanderor of the wilderness has exrp-
estly sou,%ht instraction from the Christizn Mission-

« The ficlds are white unto the harvest * and
a pumoreus band of pious and devoted Missionarios
are only waiting for neccssary sunplies, to apeed
with grateful cheerfulnoss toany portion of the
1che to which they may be appeinted; thero to
§edicate thewmselves to God and te his cause, * not
counting their lives dear unto themselves, that they
may finish their course with joy, and the minis
which they havo seceived of the Lord Jesus
Christ.” A

THE IRISH MIZSSION.

The accounts from the Mis.ions in Ireland, 1o
which the Committes first direct their attention,
crntinue to bs of a favourablo deseriprion. -Thir-
teen Districts aro stil’ oecupied in that country by
twenty-one Missionaries, who are unweariedin thoir
zeal, successful in their exestlons, and specially
chieored by that brighter dawsning of tho spiritusl
duy with which the sister country is at preseot fa-
voured. The Schools also, which are established
for the instruction of children, and to which the
youth of every denomination are sdmitted, are
widely dissemigating tho uncorrupted principles of
Seriptural truth among large masses of the youthinl
population. ' . ,

fr. Edwards, the Committes's GenerslBuperin-
tendent of the Schools, observes s

# Thouegh we have at %meut three masters loss
than the number allowed J the Commistes, owing
1o offtiction and the difficulty of obtaining suitable
and competent oncs, we have upon our list a groat-
er nambor of children thas, X lgmk’ , wo have avor
hefors reported.  'We now ruckon 14335 of whom
702 road the Scriptares; 505 are taught writing;
336 aro loarning aritbroetic: of theso, can say
the multiplication-table, whilst many are loarning,
and others can say tha whole of the tables of weights
and measures. vo or three of the masters put
tho whole, or nparly the whole, ef their children
under & cousze of catechetical instruction, butwe
roturn only 607 as rogulnr catechumens. About
1000 of tho children attend our Sunday-Scheoly, of
whom 164 csn say tho Church Catechism, aud
others are Joarning it ; S15 cun repeat four or fivo
sections, or the whole of the first part, with one or
tveo sections of the second part of the Conforence
Catechism. Many of the children manpifest great

in committing large portioas of the Serip-

mﬁ%ﬁ momorz. Ono boy could ropedt 2000 ver-



