
ABOUT SOME FIRE MOUNTAINYS. 9

Elevation and depression were alike
traits of these convulsion&. The new
islands rose and fell several times be-
fore establishing a firm submarine foun-
dlation, and their eider neighbours suf-
fered at some points a lowering of their
level. The road of Santorin, in which
they lie, may be accounted the mother
crater.

Meanwhile, far west of the Cyclades,
Etna was giving signs of a propensity
for annexation. In July, 183 1, in the
open sea off the harbour of Sciacca, on
the south-western coast of Sicily, the
skipper of a Sicilian brig was aston-
ished by the spectacle of a wave that
swelled to a height of eighty feet, and
when it subsided gave way to, a dense

ENTRANCE TO FINGAL'S CAVE.

column of smoke. This happened sev-
eral times, at intervals of fifteen or
twenty minutes. Scorioe and dead fish
floated ashore in great quantities. In
twelve days an islet had been formed,
crateriform in shape, and capped with
a sheaf of suioke and ashes two thous-
and feet high. The greatest breadth
of the mound was eight hundred feet.
Its height was variable, but usually at
the extreme point sixty feet. The ma-
teniais ejected were too liglit to build
a solid substratumn or resist the action
of the waves. ilence the short-lived
island, with a flag and a name--Julia,
Graham, Nerit, Ferdinandea--for each

month of its existence, had in Novem-
ber disappeared. On the 2.5th of
December the sounding-line showed
twenty-four fathoms on its site. Etna's
first outlying colony was a failure.

The island of Sabrina, in the Azores,
had a longer lease of life-from 1811
to 1822. That of Johanna Bogas-
lawa, iii the Aleutian Archipelago, has
passed threescore and ten, but shows
plain marks of age and portents of dis-
solution. Like Sabrina and Julia, the
hyperborean recruit was rickety from
the craffie. lis bony framework was
defective and deficient. The softer tis-
sues predominate1: and as neither
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