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soine wvouI(, and do, say now. 'fbey w'ould assigui evcr-y
change to the uinfailing Nvorking of natural laws \%itlhout any
regard to the origin of these Iaws or to the wvil1 of wvhiclh they.
aire the expression. Wc wvouil Iikely ail liesitate to say thact
the state of GodI's homse alld mc&lis in(lifference towarLs it ia(l
-iny\tingi to (Io with the w~catlier. %vith thc fallinî of rain andf
thec distilling of the dew, with the failure of the crops andi
% intage, or %vitli the pilrcbiasiîg powver of nîioney, if thUi uîattcri
wvere not clearly rcvealed. Itluhas l)ecI revealed that, thesetw
things-their attitude towards Gods cause, and thicir ownl state
-wvere rCIatc(l as cause and ctiect are relatcd. Foir this -vie"'
we lba-'c, not the opinlion of mcin but, zÉ" tlhus saith the Lord."
Let ils then liear and1 note lus declaration. lucre it is :Y
looked for niiucli and Io it camec to littie ;and wh'1en ye broughlt
it honie I (lid b1ow~ 111)01 it. \\TJ)3. ? saitlî Uhc Lordl of hlosts.
lBcauise of MAine house that is wvaste, and ve n*ui cverv man to
bis own biouse." Thiat is clear enoughl. God clearlv indlicatcd
tllat thlev wverc responsible for- thecir om-vn calainities-the causCe

of their ownl sufferiîîgs. *Fbcy thouglît, they w-ould kCee)
povertv away by kccping to ilicmiselves the labor and înoney
nlecessary, for b)uiI ling tho temple ; but pov'erty camîe because
tbiey did îiot bildh. TIîev thoilcrht tbicv would saNe ilouley 1)

keepinig the p)ortion i whicih the b)uildling of the temple would
require ,but that wvas putting illonev. into bags with hioles in
thei. By plausible excuses thev, tbouglit thcv woul(l chiea
Uhc Lord but thev clieated themselves. They said : "Whcen
better times corne, whienl w~e get good crops ail(1 cood Nvages

au ave good raimient, wve Nvill build the temple." ut1
seenis to rel)ly :\TlîiIe ve continue to tbink s0 imuch of
vouirselves and vour houses and coîuforts, the better times andi
better wages shall not cornle. The quickest wvay out of your
(lestress is to bcstir vourselves and (lCliv'er my house froin the
W-aste ini whicbi it lies.' WTe are perlîaps very apt to think thiat
tiiere wvas mucli reason ini thecir contention. They held it Nvas
not a fittinig time to undertakec the building of flhc Lord's
bouse ; the tinlies wvere biard, tbe wagres low, Jhe money scarce.


