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standpoint. In this year of grace, z890, cverybody is reading Stanley.-.
latest work, entitled, 1'In Darkeet Africa,» giving accounit of bis expedition

for the relief of Emin Pasha. The work is welI written, but it presents some

curious literary phenomeria. It is said to have been written in fifty days,
almost at one sitting; but any one can see at a glance that there are two
quite different styles in it,-one, terse, dîsjointed, scrappy, being that of bis
diary during the expedition, whicb bas evidently been transferred to the work
witbout niuch change ; the other, the more flowing style of continuous com-
position Almost every question is discussed from two different standpoints,
and somnetimes fram more, as events developed themseives. WVe happen ta
know that it is ail by one band. But if this work bad been written three
thousand ytars ago and we bad lcnown leus about the author than
we do, our critics would have bad a problem very simili»r to that
of the Pentateuch, and would no doubt have solved it in very
much the same way. T.ie sanie work may also furnish an apt parallel
an another important poin.t. Thc critics make a great deal of the tact that
certain portions of the Pentateuch ]laws were disrcgarded, evcn by good men,
at a time long after the days of 'Moses. They conclude from this that tbey
'were really unknown and non-exi3îent. The sad histary of St.anlcy's rear
colurm shows only too plainly how the clearest instructions nia>' bc com.

plctely disregarded by mien wbo -ive fullest evidence of their eariest
sympathy with the objects wbicb these instructions were nmeant to secure.
«rhc truth is, our critics, with all their literar>' acuimen, show a great

ignorance of human nature, and inake littie allowaiicc for the poss ibilities of
misinterpretation, the vagaries of popular opinion and the unconscious per-
-versities QI good men. Assured>' the lasi word bas flot been spoken in this
controversy; but it is safe ta sa>' that advanced criticismn is ver>' far as yet

from, having rnade good its whole daim. That the work is in some Sense

cotnposite in ils enigin seenis altogether probible ; but Moses nia> very Weil
have been the compiler eveti of bis own materials. ThIi hba$ been edited
since the days of Moses and somcwhat modernized is also probable; but it
is b>' no means certain that the changes or additions bave been at ai] con-

siderable.
Apart from the question of authorsbip there are atiier questions with

which Biblical Introduction bas, to deal that are no less important and diffi-
cuit, such as the circunistances under which these books we produced and

107


