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<eeds according to fixed standards ol
guality with a guarantee from seeds
men or sced dealers as to the purity
and vitality ol the ;()1»(1_\ ofiered.

In Germany there are tiairty-nine
establishments for the testing ol
seeds. In Austro-Hungary there are
sixteen, the principal one being at
Vienna. Seed testing at the Scandi
navian ~which  number
twentv-two—is all done by uniform
methods in accordance with rules
drawn up by a committee appointed
bv the Governments of Denmark
Sweden and Norwav. There is one
important station at Copenhagen.
In France—where seed testing has
not made much progress. there 1is
only one station, at Paris.

stations -

A special botanist is appouinted by
the Roval Agricultural Scdety of
Great Britain to test seeds for its
members. but most of the British
<eed houses have private seed control
contracts with reputable testing
stations on the continernt. In
Switzerland, there is an mportant
station at Zurich, which is support
ed by the State.

Seed control work has not as vet
been fully established in the United
States although many of the agri
cnltural experiment stations have
been engaged in seed investigation
work for a number of vears. Regu
lations for seed testing were drawn
up bv a committee of the
ations of American Colleges
Fxperiment Stations, in
1807.
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The voluntary co-operatinon of both
cellers and buvers in the marketing
of seeds, governed bv laws of trade.
has less objectable features than an
official seed control managced bv the
enaction of law. and in some Furo
peati countries is has proved to he
quite as effectual. Tt is painfully
evicent. however. that there is small
possibility of inducing such co-oper
ation in Canada to an exient that
will bring about a satisfactorv

system of seed contrel in the cour
of five years. Enterprising and pre
Canadian seedmen  kno
{horoughly the guality ol the sec
they offer lor sale and their goods
are usually what they are represent
ed to be. But the business of thes
men is brought into competition
with dealers who do not go to th
expense or trouble of acquiring
knowledge of the real worth ol
seeds thev are handling, as well
with those who premeditate methods
of deception. There are Jew agn
cultural mercantile articles in which
the real worth is so difficult
judge from appearance s clover
grass and other small seeds. As
long as unscrupulous dealers ar
premitted to profit by selling seeds
that are not what they appear,-
impure and dead seeds will be forced
on the market.
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Fair competition in the seed busi
ness is possible only where such
sceds are sold according to fixed
standards of gquality or under
definite guarantee based upon
standard method of analysis.
though but few FKuropean countri
assume oflicial control of commercia
legally enforced Stat
control system in Switzerland, has
done much to establish the guai
Furope. English
German. and Belgian seedmen wern
quick to see that purchasers
preference to the guaranteed a
and that their best trade was fallin
ofl.
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the Swiss Federal Coi
without ex
ception, offering seeds for sale withir
the confines of the republic
obliged to have their seeds test

the Zurich Station, and to bra
otherwise mark each retail p:
with the precentage of pure
seed as reported by the Statio

3v act of

gress, all seed dealers,
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