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PLEASANT HOURS.

BTIRET BEGOAR, CHINA.

CHINESE POVERTY.

This half-naked strect beggar s an
fllustration of the extreme poverty com-
mon in China,

A Chinese proverb says, “ Even a child
may not eat ten ldle years of food.”” The
mother must work to keep the wolf from
the door bLut why may we not have the
Nttie, useless children to train ? * Be-
cause.”” the mother replies sadly, I
cannot afford to have the chiidren
study The boy, though small, can rake
fuel for tho fire and manure for the field.
My wee girl can already spm. mind the
bLaby, and wait upon me! If little
hands drop their small work. older ones
must take it up: and so sharp and crue.
is the haste with which in this pour
family consumption treads upon thke
heels of production, that little jaws must
cense to grind, aund stomachs to crave,
it little hands cease to labour. * Well,
we will feed your children while the}

study.” *“ That Is very kind of you,”
she says, “but they have no decent
clothes, Esery one will niake fun of
them if they go 1n such tatters tn
school.”

Some of the pourest of our Christian
widows hire themselves out to work for
rich families by the season They dare
not miss one day from the harvest or
trom the vutton fleld, for thelr coveted
meeting and lesson, Test thelr plares be
filled by others, and they lose the
chance of gleaning at the end of the sca-
sun.  We knuw of doors where the only
weapon to keep the wolf at tay ls the
lttle shining ncedle of the mother. She
must have her stint done to-night. You
speak to her, she answers you without
louking up, for, as the saylng runs

You raise your head, you lose one
stitch, you lower rour head you lose an-
uther.” Huw fast her needle flies,
theugh night has .ome, the children are
al} curled up fust asleep, and it i so
pereingiy cold her hands are numb., It
seems a marvel each time she sees to
thread her ncedle.  Her lamp ! let us
rather say her coerner of Egyptian dark-
ness! Hei eyes are fast glving way
under the continual night work and the
dafly smoke. Some melancholy day will
see her quite biind. Then poverty will
hold the family in a still sterner vice
Pray. wheteIs ber edu. at'on to come in

The possible depths of Chinese poverty
may be shown by two examples one of
a family where the wedding of their
son found them too poor to buy a fifteen-
cent mat for the k'avg of the bride.
They bLorroned vne.  The now wife, who
had a comfortable ted qutit as a part of
her dowry, felt guilty to be warm vhile
her now mother in law shivered under a
tattered excuse for a comforter. Atter
the rest were asieg,. the bride would
steal out to the other ioum, put her nice
warm coveriug over her new mother, and
go back to her own comtortless bed to
shiver. In another village, a divpute as
to who should bear the expenso of less
than two certs’ worth of oil an evening,
has been Xnown to break up ux religious
weeting. “But the peoploe ure not all
as poor as that,” says your new mission-

ary, whom no doubts
appal and no facts sup-
press.  Unwittingly she .
thus brings you to the .
thirl obstacle :

The 1ultiplication of
manual Jabour. Rightly
to understand Chinese
life we must turn our
backs on the great facts
of political economy,
and move the hands ot
the world's great clock
back to the times of vur
great-grandmothers, Wo
long to glve our Chinese
sister a Chrlstiuan train-
tng. Christian training
i8 instruction, or build-
ing up. It s first, as a
preparation, intellectual.
Even a divine Christ
must bo intellectually
apprehended to be re-
véred. We must wake
up our sisters mind,
but that 18 a work ot
titne, and her thine, alas!
has atrcady so0 many
calls upon it.  “ Why,
how s that ?” s.'l}s the
new missionary. ' With
such a small housc, no
elaborate cooking, no
fussy dressmaking and
nmillinery, no pilow-
shams and no church
fairs, one would think
she might have oceans
of time.” We will in-
vite her to come and
study with us a month.

Intense longing and re-
gret flit across her face. Her *“OQut-
side,” ag she quaintly calls her husband,
“needs a new blouse,” “Well, bring
the shears and we will help you. Fle
upon such a miserable little obstacle as
that, to “ockade the way to the king-
dom of heaven! Here is the sewing-
machine all threaded; bring us the
cloth,”

Nay softly, O eanguine Occidental
The cloth is out there In Nature's lap,
tucked away in the cottun-pods. The
woman brings it in, four catties of cot-
ton, a great lapful of hard white wads.
Her skilful fingers and feet ars soon fiy-
ing at the cotton gin. After four hours
of hard work the seeds are disposed of,
and the gin goes back to its corper.
Next cumes the musical clang of her bow.
A whole day of patient, steady labour is
needed to reduce those little hard wads

to a snowy, fleecy mountain of picked-up
! cotton. Next comes the cheerful hum
. of her little spinning-wheel. 8She Ix
i never Idle, seek her when you may. But
five daya slip by before the thread is all
spun. We watch and sigh. ° Next, out
“comes the clumsy oid lcowm. How
monotonous the click-clack of its cradlo !
How slowly the shuttle goes, though
'onr triend 18 reputed a good weaver !
Five days more have glided away into
the cternal past, when a plece of cloth,
twenty-five feet long, poor, coarse and
narrow, drops from that antiquated
loom. Eleven days and a half out of her
month gone, and wo have only just got
to the shears! Another day seces the
garment done.

‘The new missionary cannot siow for all
the Chinese women, furnishing time and
forelgn thread: but she means to see this
one experiment through. The woman {s
a bright one: her mind fs belng wasted
We will polish it, quicken it, set it fer-
menting with new fdeas: in short, make
yeast out of her, with which to leaven
a great mass. Then no one will be-
grudge the day's work and the foreign
thread.

“Come and begin to-morrow,” she
says, as the woman sews op the last
button.

“Thank you so much, I should be so
glad.” says the woman. * but I cannot
possibly My mother-in-law needs a
new quilt, my boy has no stockings. my
two 1ittle glirls have no wadded drawers,
and my father-in-law needs a new pair of
shoes.”

“How long does it take you to make
bim a pair 7"

“Five days.”

‘“And _you make the shoes for the
whole family 7"

“ Ot course,” replles the woman, won-
dering if the queer new teacher sup-
poseg that shoes grow.

“How many pairs will keep all seven
ot you sh-d for a year 2"

‘ About thirty.” -

‘ And how many wadded garments do
they need ?”

‘“Good years we have each of us two,
that is fourteen in all; and it takes me a
month of steady work, with four or five
days more, for the bedding, and half a
month for the summer clothes.”

“Qver two hundred days qf clear,
solid sewing !” ejaculates the new mis-
slonary, ‘ even if you never had an in-
terruption ! And the cloth for all these
jackets and drawers, comforters, stock-
ings and shoes, does it all 11e out there,

eleven days away from the shears ?”
“ Why, yes; where else could it be ?”
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CHZISTIAN CHINANAN PRXACING, . .

The wind {s 0!l out of that mission.
ary's salls. They only fap dejectedly
“Time ? she thinks, “Time? Why.
one person ought to be appointed to ent
for & Chinese woman, and one to tleep
for her, while a third does her breath-
Ing! What a mistake to have an *Out-
side’ at all. One should be all kerne!
and no shell, O, for the freedom of
those happy lands, where one might at
least find an old matd to educate !

CHRBISTIAN CHINAMAN
* PREACHING,.

The great work of evangeolizing Chinn
must be carried on largely by the Chi-
nese themselves. All the churches in
Ch .stendom can scarcely hope to do
mo.e than furnish sufliclent missionaries
to plant the germs of the Gospel in dif-
ferent parts of that vast ompire, in the
hope that God will ralse up nativo mis-
slonaries to carry on tho good worl, ang
thls hope has not been disappointed.
There have been several natlve micsion-
aries who have proved vory cloquont and
successful in preaching the Gospol ot
Jesus Christ to thelr countrymen. The
plcture avzexed shows one of these
standing {n a doorway, and proclaiming
to a group in the street the uugcatch-
able riches of Christ. They sccin to be
very intelligent and doclle Learers, and
doubtless the seed thus sown in many
plxlltc:s is followed with very blessed re-
sults,

FOR
LOVERS OF NATURE.

Some Suitable Books for
sSummer.
Botany. \

Tho S of Plant Life, Julia Mac-
LR A ol R A

How to Know tke Wild Flowers:
AGnideto the hnmnaﬂaunta and Habits
Oar Common V. Fxowem. %ﬂ
Wluhm Starr Daos, Illustrated by
Batterlee. Cloth, §LI5.
How to Know the.Ferns.
A Guide to the Names, Haunts and Hnlllﬁu

ot Our Common Ferns. By Fran
dora Parsong, 11 lnst.mwd by Marion Ssaer-
Jeo and Alioe Josephine Smith, Cloth,

$1.50,
A Guide to the Wild Flowers.

By Allco I nnsborry With 64 colored and

100 black-and-whits lawum 84 dlagrams,
b tiig With an innoduc-
tion by Dr. N. L. Bdr.ton Kmeritus Pro-
1 Botany,  Columbia Universicy.
Cloth, not, $2.50.

Rambles Among the Wild Flowers.

A Book for the Yoml’éa By M. C. Cooke,

M.A LL.D. (Unck tt)  With 10 ol
red plates, lllualmdng 43 wild flowers, and

moeugmvlngs\ Cloth, $L50.

Pearls and Pebbles;

Or. No!zaot an Old Naturalist. B Cath-
mil}hnuu)o. of ** Studies
logmphleu rketch by
es Flitzglbhon. = With . porimait
and {livetrations. Cloth, $L50. .

Canadian Wild Flowers
and _Litbographed.

tanical
ess of ** The Backw
sizo 11} x 143 in., $3.00.
le‘ds of Ontario.
En‘ oonciss account of everL
own to have been found
witha doscriytion of tholr nosta a.nd egg‘
and instractions for collect'=> hirds and
gm ng and vreeervlng skis, also dlreo-
ons how to form a oouectuon of egs.
Am

Thomas Mcllwralth

oﬂm Oraith Seoond odl-
tin and re date. With
mum-auonx. Cloth, $2.00.

Bird Life. -
A Gnlde to_the smdy of our Common
Brds. By Frank M. Chapman. With 78
tuﬂ-paxo lates, and numerous text<draw-
est Seton Thompeon. Cloth,

nlon
to

'.l'he Bntterny Book.
oo B on & ‘“’o‘r’x""’"ﬁ}{"{v o
.H“&;‘.;.“d'mmgf?.’npug og’ gbhe m T
hind o bl Ty sl les
lng most of 31:’0 sga.m:cles found in the United

States.
Wwild Ammals 1 Have Known.

200 d; By Ernest Boton Th
aud nwlngﬂ. yt.he Governmenozm gf

Flashlights on N’atnre.
BmenLcAnon.Lglumwd by -Frederick

Enock
“This 18 fndnaiing book, in which
curtain _on momo

Grant Aﬂen nhes tha
of nature’s mysteries.”~The Bx Yalo News
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