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1 t will seem strange to a lad to take on
him new cares and duties; ta stand at the
bead where once hie had only ta listen and
obey; but yet it seenis ta be the only thing
ta do. The home must bc kept, the heart-
broken mnother must be coînforted, the
cbildren must be guided and trained, and
somebody must take tather's place; and so,
mtany plans and schemes of pleasure and en-
joyment must be put away. The boy must
be a man before bis time. He miust tbink
while others are thoughtless; he must save
while others are spending; hoe must be sober
while others are light-hearted; and while
they are doing as tbey please, he miust have
many a thought of mother, and brothers,
and sisters.

The boy çwho takes father's place must
learn ta take care of bimself. lie cannot do
everything that father did, hie mnust flot
try. lie must flot lif t or strain, and in au
hour do himself more damage than can be
remedied in a lifetime. Hie must flot lose
his life trying ta save something from loss
or spoiling. He must flot think that hie is
a man, nor undertake ta do a man's work.
Fie must flot be rash nor too independent,
but he mnust be patient, quiet, and willing
ta learn; and if so, be will find many who
will be glad ta advise him and teach hirn
and help him.

The boy wbo takes father's place must
flot forget father's friends. The W9ise Man
says *"Thine own friend, and thy father's
friend, forsake not.- ?rov. xxvii. 10. And
if a son shows hiniself worthy of their
friendship be will find that notbing wbich
be bas inberited from bis father is more
valuable than the life-long friends the
father left behind bim. Let him go ta them
frequently, and if ho goes ta thern for
counsel ini times of perplexity, hie will find
that hie can also go ta them for help in
times of trouble and of need. His father's
friends will flot f orget him.

Tbere are many things for the boy ta
think, of who must take father's place. Hé
must think of mother, witb ber beavy
heart and bier constant burden, and talk
anid counsel with ber as bis truest and most
faitbful friend. Hie must tbink 0f brothers
and sistérs, and be tender, long-suffering,
and patient with tbem; he mutst tbink of ob-
ligations that miust be met,* and fatber's
bonor that must be cared for; and hoe must
try ta do in every way the tbings that are
right ini the sight of God, that bis fatber's
God may be his God and guide for èvermore.

There will be niany a trial, many a sor-
row, many a disappajutment for the b>oy
that takes his father's place; and yet if lie
is faitbful ta bis trust he wvill have niany a
blessir nt the hand af God; for He who is
-a lF'utber o! the fatherless' will care f or
and watch over those wbo trust in him,
and who have no earthly father.

The boy who takes bis father's place
needs ta know hjs father's God. Hee uceds ta
read bis father's Bible, and ta kneel as bis
f ather knelt at the thrane of grace; z,) keep)
up the family altar, and ask God's besn
on the daily bread; and hie will ficid thus
strength and help wvhicb lie can finid va-
where else. And the Lard wbo ',as sLaId,
"Leave thy fatherless children, and let thy
widows trust in me," will neyer fail ta
hela him in time of need, if hie will but
put bis trust and confidence in hirn.

Let those wba yet know a fatber's love,
tha.nk God for the mercy that is cantinued
ta theni, but let every boy as bie grows up
beneath a father's care, be watcbful ta
learn, diligent ta labor, and prompt ta
obey; let him reaiember that sametiine bie
toa may be called ta takie father's place;
and sec ta it that lie prepare himself for
the duties that may lie before him, when
God ln his providence shaîl lay new buî'-
dens upon hlm, and cail him ta seriaais îe-
sponsibilities.

Many a lad bas been called upon ta do
this; and tholigh at first the burden scened
heavy, almost tao heavy ta be borne, yet
by the bearing of it ho bas gained wisdom
and strength and experience wbich in after
years have made hlm stronger and abler
and mare manly than be ever cauld bave
been bad hie not been called in boyboad ta
take a fatber's place. Wasbington, ef fer-
son, Madison, Jackson, .Jobnson, Garfield,
Hiayes, and Cleveland were not tbe anly
sons o! widows wbo have risen ta bigh
estate in this and other lands.

And the reward is coming l)y and( by,
wben the children shall remember hlm,
and say, "BHe was a father ta nie;" when
the mother, leaning an bis arm shail go
down ta the end o! life's journey, and shall
bless with ber dying breatb ber faitbful
boy; and wben at last ho shall meet father,
and riother, and brothers, and sisters in
the brighitness of the great I3eyond, and
shall bear from the Saviour's lips tbe
words, "Well done, gond and *faitbful ser-
wvant, enter thon into the: joy o! tby Lord."
-H. L. H., in Little Christian.
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