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.JOHN DRYDEN.

Johni Dryden iras bori 0o1 the farmi -%vlere lie stili lives ini
tie sunîmiier of 1840. Tîventy ycars before, his fathier, the late
James Dryden, caine a boy froin Englandii( îvitlî his widowed
inotiier, and the family found a home in the township of
Wliitby, county of Ontario. he family tree is ancient and
venerable cnioughl no doubt, but the branchi of it traisplanted to
Canada is innocent of a pedigree. Thie Jolîi Dryden -if litera-
tu<, niay liave been nourishced on the parent stemn, but if hoe wis
the fact is not known to lus naniiesake of rural faine. Jolin
Dryden, the fariner, lias a character of luis own, born and brcd
into, hini as every believer in blood and b-eedinîg ivili say; yet a
cluaracter %whicli is distinctively his own by virtue of hiis environ-
ment, his tra-iîiingir and his tlîinking. Tuie public scliool systeml
of this Province iras founided just, about the timne that hlis school
da.ys begani, and saviing a vear and a lial? spei, at tie comnty
gramuiliar sehcol, ]lis education iras obtained at, ai country coli-
mon sehlool. Had hie t4lken et university courýe, lie irit Iîav
becoine a rare grood schiolar, for besides possessiing the iintel-
lectual uliislie lias the mnethîod and teînperi-axîent îvhichl
grive boundless capacity for liard w'ork. He lias orig-inality tSo,
and in science or literature lie could hiave Wvon distinction, for
lie lias tlîe fiiîculty of beiiîg able to tatke dry filets aîîd put thlîil
into, new, pleasingr anid living relations, and lie ean geuicralize
w'Vith skilfiuiliudgmienit. But life aMi e fiarin lîad grreater, attrac-


