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is howvever flot acivisable to irn-
niediately rush iii for these stamips
as from past eNperienice they wili
doubtless be obtainable ini a few
years' tiaie at ortunder face value.

One of the iiost interesting
stamp,, that has ever been issued is
that recently broîîglt out by the
Fins in opposition' to the Russians
wvSo have decreed that hienceforth
only Stamps are to lie used ini their
couintry. The stamps ai ý large
square shaped atid totaily black
wvith the exceptioni of the Finnishi
arms in one corner, fice value being
expressed on the back of the stamp.
After beirg in use a few days the
Russians prohibited their being
emiployed -and eveii if the Russian
stamps fully frank the letter they
are alwTays returned to sender when
this stamp is affixed as wvell. They
are naturally very rare in a used
condition atid ev'en unused are
difficuit to procure. I obtained a
few fromn a friend just returned from
Finlaîîd and lie infornis me that the
greater part of the nation are in
inourning on account of the cruel
wvay in wvhich tbey have been treat-
cd by the Russians, their littie
liberty that wvas granted themi in
years gOne by now being denied
tlîein.

Two of the speciniiens of the Cape
of Good Hope *ir6dod block were
sold at auction last week, realizing
45 and 55 pounds each; both wvere
very indifferent speciniens. At the
saine tinme a U3. S. 1869 inverted
centre, fetched £22.

Thc Strand where ail the principal
London dealers have thieir premises
lias been ail astir Iately, what wvith
Mafekings Orange Free State and
Transvaal V. R. 1. and trade in tbese
is at present very brisk.

I have just received a letter frorn
a correspondent ini South Africa, ini
reply to niiy inquiry for the above

stamps, ini which he says that
0. F. S. V. R. I. are fetching 6os, the
set up 'Io 5s. ini Cape Towr, and
also states that several of t'ie values
are already obsolete and advises
the purchase of a set without delay.

Althougli it lias been announced
that ait F innish stamps were to be
wvithdrawvn and Russian substituted,
it is now stated that th;s wvil be the
case, but the Finnish currency will
lbe still employed. It may also be
of iîîterest to note that the Finnish
people are very muclh enraged with
the Russian Government on account
of this and as a resuit have issued a
stamp of thieir owvn, but the Russ-
ians declining to recognize it have
returned aIl letters franked wvith
saine to the senders and the stamp
lias nowv been placed off nearly ail
the notepaper of the various coin-
niercial bouses as a protest and is
of course flot procurahtle in a used
state, the color is alino§t black.

It is stated that the Mafeking be-
sieged stamps have *been veev cx-
tensive!y forged and the Stamp. Col-
lectors Fortnightly in proof gives
an illustration ot four of these
stanlps ail postmarked but undoubt-
cd forgeries. A comipiete set of
these st;imps realized in auction last
week tlie sum Of ;C39, at the same
tinie the Mafý.king nionkey wvhich
sounded a bell whienever a big shot
wvas fired bv the Boers realized
£44-

A new 2 franc French stamp bas
been issued provisionally until the.
design bias been -fixed for this value,
this stamp is iii appearan'ce very
rnuch like th-. 4c. and may be easily
mistaken for such as wvas the case
in a club to wvhich wvriter belongs,
wvhen this stanip 'vas miarked ini a
shîeet at 4c. and passed by a dozen

inîbers without recognitson. It
is stated that it wili onty lie -issued
for a fev veeks. The newv stanp
wvilI be of a larger size,


