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THE BUSINESS TAX.

I l may bc argucd that
it ts impossible ta
perfect a1 system of

taxation that wili do jus-
tice to all, but we have no
hcsitation ina saying that it
is impossible to adopt any
systci more unjust and
unequai than Our present
mode of taxation on per-

sonnatyl, and consequently there is nothing ta lose but everythinîg ta
gain by efecting a change. The demand by those merchants who
are agstating for the substitution of the business lax thai they shail
not be taxet on their capital die other mierchatls are mcrely taxed
on thleir incoie is not only just, but to. attempti t deleat this end, or
ta place any obstructiùns in the way of legislation necessary to il, is
the rankest injustice and should condein any mat or patiy to pub,
hc reprobation tliat secks to perpetuate it. The inequalitics and in
justice of the personalty tax have been pointed ous in previous
articles and we netid not refer to them agai. 'he question is, how
can they be remeied, and the answer is by the substitution of a
business tax. On April .2nd, a depuiation cnmposed of Messrs.
Iail C.anpbell, Stapleton Ltide.ott, W. R lirock, T O An.'erson,
J. Fraser Macdonald, W. W. Copp, W. 11. Ilaiilton, G Il Smith,
M.P.l'., representing the Toronto Iloard of Trade, and Mr G Il
Rvan, of Guelph oaite-i upon Attorney Cencral Mgwat, andi Hon
Melssrs.ltard, Gibson and lironson. l'he object ai the deputa-
ltion was expressed in the following statement reaid by Mrs
Campbell .-

"We, a committee appointel by the mercantile sections of the
Board of Tracte, bcg leavec ta addiess you tm regard to municipal
taxation,

" Last year youi passei a permissive Act, calied a Ilusiness Act,
allowing miii nicipail councîs to adopt it in leu of the present mode
.-.f assessie it, the object or aim of which v, ta relieve the mer.antile
classes of u.sust and unfair taxation. T-he prcsumiptiaon is, therefore,
that the mercantile comimunty paid disprnportionatels and much
gbeater on the personalty division of local taxation than other classes
of citizens. We shall not, thercfore, dweli on tias point.

We, however. desire briefly to cali your attention ta the circum-
stances that ierchants from the necessities of their busnes are coi-
pelled to transact it on the most expensise land in a municipality
and in costly buildings, necessitatirg ther paying the highest realtv
taxation, but they do not complain of this, as the mode of assess-
ment and rate is the same to all classes of citizens t but wien it
cornes ta personaity assessment (bearing in mmd that we pay the
higiest on the realty division) we art of aIl classes singlei out, and
%il an exceptional nanncr taxed on -apital instead of incone like
others. Why thi: wrong and injustit,- There Is no lust reason for
il. We inay state that we wouldant be liere ta-day if we were tai:ci
on our incoie like ather citizens. We have, thierefore, ta ask you,
gentlemen, il you cannot sec your way clear to make the Blusiness
Act mandatory, to change the old law and make the mode of assess-
ment on persnalty alike and equat ta ail That is, to inake the en-
tire pcrsonalty assessmîent on income, sa that the prnciple of muni-
ci pal taxation as carried out in Great Britam. France, and in every
other civilred country mn the world, excep. in certain sections of the
Unted States and Ontario, " That taxation upon aIl property of the
same ci:tss or upon all persons owning the sanie class of property
should be alike," be acopted and apphied in Ontario, and whicli
would nake our local taxation mas 're in hariony with tlritish law and
justice.

Addresses wem alsa macle by memiîbcrs of the deputation, in
wich it was pointed out that mun:cipathties had only the rig:., to
levy rates, the nglit to tax being inestedl soiely in the governient,
and if the government delegated that riglt ta otiers, they should
be caielut that justi.e t>e dtne ta all p.IIîes. But the f.lt wa. that
justice was naot donc, as municipahîties tax one dlass of capital to ils
fullest extent and ather classes the ancone from ai only, which was
imanitestly a great injustice. Ic was tliercfore expedient and neces
sary that the lan should j>c dhanged. V.riaus other strong points
were brought tornard, and tre Acturney abenr.i assured the depu
tation that the governient would bear in mmd ils representations.

The Attorney Gencrai scemed favorably impressed with the argu.
tents of the deputation, and they are hopeful that lie will, in the
interests of equity and justice, introutice a ncasure, at the next ses.
sion of the Legislature, wlhch will do away with ail taxation iniqui
tics.

Ottawa as showing a worthy exaiple to alter cities. It appears
that the report of the special cornmittec lavoring the substitution of
a business tax, which we .cferred to in our last issue, had only becen
adopted by the Finance Committee of last year. Ilowever, the re-d
port was brought before the Finance Comnittee of this year, on
May ist, and again adopted, withe addition that the law be en.
forced froi January ist next, andi that the rate Of taxation be 734
pr- -ent . the highest rate allowed by law. At the subsequent meet-
ing of the City Cotncil on the 4th, a motion to refer the report back
for furiher ronsideration was lost, but il was afterwards agreed ta
delay itl finil adoption by the Courcil tili ils next meeting.

THE TRADE IN r4ONTREAL.

thy Our Own Correspondent..
T' gauge the condtion of the dry goods trade and the ather

industries alled witih il duting the imionth that as past îs a matier
of extcnie difficulty as so many factors counter.actimig one anud;.er
have enteredt mt the situation. This is the mîîonth to which who.e-
salers looked during the mnst i a duli winter with hapefulness tiait
they would then be reinbursei for their losses or at least that their
trade wouildi meet vith an expansion that would recompense them
for a period of contraction and nacuvity. The openng of naviga-
tion was depended on ta ensure a circulation in trade that was
hatpered by uncertainty and distrust and diverted by quantities of
goods illegitimately tiiovn upon the market. They frIlt that there
must soon be au end of this indisposition to buy ; that stocks ntist
soon be run tiown wiich were not renewed except by small and
hand ta mnouth replenishing, and that the actual needs of the people
would coipel thein to comle forward. The prescrit conditron may
best be sunmed up by saymd that these anticipations have not been
reaized. While the opening of navigation was followed by ta
creased distribution it did not bring any greater revival of trade
thai was caused by points along the canais and Jakes supplying
more pressing wants. Thien folloved the cold andt unseasonable
weather which checked the miovement in the country, suburbs and
city. !ni the country the roads continue bad, and farmers are
wvorking 'n the fields with other business to do than buyîng diry
goods. Yet il is truc liat summer will probably coaie in spit: of
present untas arable meteorological conditions and that people must
have wieewithal they nay be clothed. Travelers are now between
scasons on the last end of their sorting trips and also carrying a few
samples for early fall deivery. They are sending ta only sniall job-
bing orders for immediate needs, and report an excessive caution on
the part of buyers. They will not look at fat goods and their rea-
son, ailready, is that they are waittig to sec what the harvest wîil be
hke. The receipts of the Grand Truînk railway have been showing
a marked decrease, and snce il operate chiefly in the districts
where nost gois were sold, t.z theory was that farmers were hold-
ing back their produce and would send it in witha a rush when the pro.
per time came and then indulge in a carnval if buying. T'ie proper
moment has cone and passed -the openig of navigation-and
there lias been na rush and no buying. Nov it a ppears that the
reason fariers were holding back was that they hiad 'othing to hold
Remittances however have aeren better, as the remains of last sea-
son's products have been put on the mairket-aill agree upon this
point. The notes falhng due on the Fourth were weli met by the
retailers themsehes without the assistance of their firins. A num-à
ber of buyers (rom Eastern Ontario, the Townships and the Ottawa
district have been in the city, and their presence helped to cheer the
merchanni, but they too vere buyîag carefuilly. Another source of
profit as the sumnmer hotels whose furnishing demands a large sup
ply- of carpets, curtains and cottons. This compensates in sortie
degrce for the falhng off in traveler's orders. The Doninion Cotton
Coipany's operation has had a beneficial effect on cotton goods.
l'races are wel mantamned ti spite of the tuttiag done by mais whiLh
are yet outside nt what they call the combine. The ni)Js are re
trenching in thens expenditure, they are buying raw goods cheaply
and judging froni the price of the listed stock appear to be making
miioney. A canvass of the opinion of five o! the leading houses con-
hrmi the statement that there as a good demand for Canadian faIl
woollens at rcnuneratis e prices, but for ater fall fabrics the market
is a waiting one.
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