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too beautifuil o lie truc. But 1 aîîsieredi
the nîioîlter's queiy instanti>, -' (ive lîim
-Col IauJ. Cradle Slories. 'ÉTie N.oiliile il;

jusl ptîlislied, anitl i> is deligîlttil Collec-
tioni of chit 1 hales ; ' rcdl> trtie,' ras tîte little

01nes0 sa> , > et \li uli stuilicieiit tounch tifing-
nat ion t0 niakie file butait> and file natural

Ilistory slip tlowni su'eetly.'
1 readtihie talc-s befure meeting thte dear

oîld antiior, anid uvas cianietl %itli thîe siîm-
pliity anid o siis f tuent. In pnrest
altti nIosi direct Nlgl r, . s. *rr.iil tells ut
lthe litiertiesý, irtlks and lies. Suet I'riîîgs
ail the beut> uL our Canaiî.n w tothlaiids
abotits ; sut tiat w hile wt e reat we ai e
realh aîîîuîg the nîrCthicraie ail iii the
SIu1as1iîlte Of .1 stniiîer's day.

liere are the adi enlurcs of the chtip-
iinks, '' Iit andt 'aî,'' Il On Miilaemvawa hI-

latiti in Ston>ý Lake,' --The l:.te of the 0tieen
Be -Th' 1le Dragot-1l> \ Badi,* ''Midge,

lthe FieltiMne'' \Vliat the (ircv Parrot
Sad'anti a tltveî nmore ohf iî-otidL]and tales,

Ittil of thie verv :s-seuîce of niature lie. \Ve
fecl thlat tlî..v are ivrihîcît b'y otil w-ho is ii
toticli u-iîl tîte dear itiohier eartli iii lier
niost ltivtis îtioods.

Iliè quiet itunîtir Iliat lias beeii M.rs.
Trail1'sý lbapiestlljossetssiOiii tuiiîn lier loisg

life îîeeps tînt liere antilcre, eveit iii tiiese
piretty nursery lnatture-sturies. Ili 'lt

Dragoii-hlv's Bail, a ehiariitg iudy tof iii-
sect life, sitle tells tof a (îit lotw degrele
w-hio dlentui-td a inmiatioîîn cctint ohf

liiig sevelitli tIr cigllthli isi 10 Nilr.
Tick, thte deatli-watcli '; tIIirm-oge
* lio Il cars tdance a iulînntet l'i lie \ iater.

l Ite 1)eati Molli, ti lie sure, produceti
a sli-lbt Chill on bis arrivaI, but titis wvas
politvîv at lrîbued to the falhiiîien.'

hiveit older folk sîmile ahi tuie iiernv satire
Ouitglas tlitongIi Ilte little sketclh. mwiuile

we admire the ittrls skiowletige so
elitertaiiiigiv set forthl.

\Xe conte -tcro.s- stîclt msnite.%criptm e
biits as, titis

Osie liîntglt Mavt iiiuriig, wiiers lite suit
liati warnied lite Watler t te river, tîte great

,greenî tragonii-lics camie ont anti the litle
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w'ater-beetles danced thieir reels on thei top
of tlle %%-aller limier the sîtade tif Ille t'ver-
lialnging wîillow trees; tflic lvlîs too,
caille np front the bottonu of tiue ri% er-
whbere îliey lbad laitn in tlbei r littie biotses
snugt' and sale ail %%-inter- -anid sported tilieml-
selves on the broad leaves of the wLaher plan-
tains, and the litIle red-spotted Lady-b rds
tctndl îîiee resting-places on tuie docks aînd
nuiallon' leaves liesîde tbieml."

And this
I resently the great green Dragon-lly,

ulto L.ad thrown off thie %%.trnui ch'ak lie liad
u orn w'lile slîehtered bv tlle roots of the

wviîe wvater-hîly at lthe [Ltotm of the Like,
alad slow sat suiliîng b1inîself lors tiue smuloth
surf .ace of lier large green laaf, spread blis
ganizv wiîigs ho dry ini Il Warin ravs of the
suan. Lu0 ikîîg abut huitw %Itli l;1. briglit,
e> es, lie sit~ti iiit il] the creattures ()i thte
lake were sad anid suru ,grie%îng ilat
iey biaU liu Que.en îu iîake lau s for the

protection of Ilie newly lhatclied d.raigon-flics4
anid ýMay-flies and sliad-Ilies.

Our good old 0tseen, Uhe %% hilte suait,
is dead h hîev crîcd, ' and u'e flite flot flounfd
anivoune to bie Ouieî of thîe lake.'

'-Then i %vill1 clîuuse a Queifor oui,* said
tie dragun-1iy ; 'the pure Nw lîite %%ater-ll)>

wlio is Wise as sie is tair. Site left lier
crystal palace tbis iiorniiîg at break of day,
and came tip like a bride lu Inelt thie glory of
the risîîîg min. le filled lier lap wîtli goid
and sweet perfumnes, and wrapped lier rounîd

ilt ivory wvliiteniesN, and decked lier %vli
genis of liglît more rare Oitait rubies or
diamiontis. Is sise 1101 worthy to be our
Q)uelen? 1las sîxe not beeii a ur inmtiier
III lier cane of nis Lindti thie mater w~lîen w'
were w-eak and bielpless,'

"Ail tuie otîier water-lov, crs bowed tlîeir
bieads and said, lYes, we t00 w ili liave the
su ect wiliîte uater-lîly ho L'e t lie Queni of the
lake.'

'ruîeîî tîtere wvas a great clapping of
wings aniong thte May-flies, the young dra-

g-I'lies, the sliadt-lîes, and olusad f
sileryu nge notlb anti shling beet les

wlho lad ail laimi a hie boîtoni of dte lake,
.slitit tip ini tîteir Iard prison-like uittle case.,
tinder Ilue shielter of the roots of tue waîer-
lily, andi wene nou w aîting for fighl into the
gany sunbeanisfin shore, and tliey al] cried

ont ' îe XTiite-fly~ shahtI reigil over uis
the \Vliite \Vater-lily is our Qu~eens

(cot and Cradie Stories " is withlin
lot ;t tilt best coiltCtion of Child -,tories tiatt

C aIlada lia% yet p-iodtuced.
it siiould fisid a place on every niursery

booikslief, since the tales are (if tueý kinit
iliat iiay lie rend anîd riradwitlîih esn
pleastîre. Ihlie'IavL' stored witlîin Ilin
aith U iic îrtlisrols dt.liglits tif our Caniadiati

woods anid wa s;aIl thîe goltlen flcckings
of (l'e siishtile iuîto the trees amti illosse:.

The ksioiwlttlge tuai a nuinîher of tiese
srisucre w itîsly 'Mrs. Trail' tiring

the past sunînier as sue wvalked abolit lier
iittkL -wooded islaiîd, M.\itînewatwa, Iav liot
atid ho their niierit ; but ih tloes soinîcu at
increase our inhterest wvlieîi we îiicture tItis
rare old ati:hioress tif iîîietv-tlîr*ee, uvaîcling
becs, anti hi rts anîd sniiiing ont lier pret ty
faîîcics for Catiadianl chiltîren.

ci .*NSj' 1m . hois % ii . (aflarie J':îr
Traill. llriggs Pîîiilîliiig t'u., I'uo011.

FIA' STOAI'l FoPÂ 0U11% C1IIMA'EV

h i neeîl îig a1 ie.î oni belii.f of* gouti, old-
iiiiie fiair% stories for otnr elîildren, i thlink
tile N ery l mstna% lie fotntt ini tue inîths of
Uie OitI Worlti, bronghil h p, or doua, to. date.
Taiented wvriters, sucbi as Na: lianiei 1-:îw-

ilhortie, Rev. Alfred C'liîrchi, Rev. Clharles
1KingISley, andi ottiers, hiave \vritten Iliese loti
Classic Iegenlds aid niyths in ail easily tinder-
stood and ilost interesting- style. Thîis class
of reading lias,, for No min centuries, been
lianlded dou n frontî oie generation to anotiier
thiat its real intriflsiC fienit stands uriques-
tiotied. Otheruise it w~otild have been

s.apdandti tterly buried benleatbl the
vast anîd ever-ncreasing pile of less wvorthly
fiction. lI n many (if thiese old-tmile stories
tiiere is a hidden innier trth or le..sonl %Nhicli
the child nmay niot even spetini bis eager
acceptance of flic tale, but by' the pertisal of
%% hlidi lie is tIIcoII-Ciously, :dding Io Ille
riches tif Ils mental oioreliotise, froiii wilicbi
lie nîay wvitli profit drawv in aller ycars.

Snicb books as IlThie W:îîer Babies," also
"''ie Greek Hero-.;," by Rev. Cîmarles;

K'i ngsley ; Il \dveitures; of t'vss"by
Chairles Lanib; Il Stories; of the 071d WVorldl,"
b> Ae..lfred Clitircli ; -'Wonder Book for
Boys and Girlsý," by Natîbaniel H-awthorne,
IThe Arabian lKiighitq," toget ber witli
IGriimmi - and Il Aneso, iake a lit tif

iiorks that iv iii %imply never die ini thleir
strong- and abiding interest for the yotung
(if ail lainds. Do not b'e deterred froiîn btuy-
ingl bi, tlIe sotmevb-at dillicuit ltles; of somle
of tie above mientionied book,;. Fron tlic
li st to the last page yotir lit île boy or girl

wil iiiLe hield ipefihoulid by UIl w.ogîderftsi
blending of the real and the ideal fotund iii
thiese stories. Thenl tie languange tusýed ini
Meling thei is ail eduication iii itself. The

purest and best of Englisli is used- forcible
anid sîrong iii its simpiiy. Ibvealo
thie books ilned on Ulic table as 1 write, and
nîy Uitile boy of e' gli lias for fully two years
paist been strongly interlested and charnied,

liv the magie of tii ae;
1owdeeply indebted w~e stand to tlieri for

101iling away tlle «' Iloit'-footcd ", hours of
nîiany a storniy w'inter's day ! Also in timies
of sickilles-- they have proved an ever-ready
bielp. Do not 1,e afraid of letting tlie child-
retu i e.d fairv s-torie%. Tliey forti% the flood
for thie chiildretn's inmagination besi suited to
tlieir vears. Starve, ileir minds by witli-
holding tIiis kind of pabuluini and you wvill
dwarf their ;pirittual or soul growth. By
refuising food for tbeir emsotional natures
you niav niake your chilciren's characters
more ieilisih, shre nimore practical tlian
nature lever intended îbev slbould bie wvben
shei implanted this stronl' desire for fairy
lore in tileir su.But, renienlibler, time wvill
sooi enlotugl tear away aIl the clinigingr vines
of tlle imagination froni iife's bare facts and

L.et the yoning folk, revel ini tileir irnagîn-
-i-- pardise peopled liv fairnes, spirtes, cives,
gyinmes anid goblins wvliile tbley nîiay-- no
keenser deligbit -xill, perclianice, anvait tlenil in

Iber onlngyears.
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