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A POET ON FOREST FIRES.

1€ Mr, Joaquin Miller'’s poetry did not entitle
him to the fame of an original genius, a
schemo that ko has for prosorving tho torosts
of Awnerica would,  In tho Now York Inde-
pendent ho proposes to run fire through tho
wuods overy autumn by way of keeping them
safo from fire in thosummer, This, it sppesrs,
1w been the practico from timo immemorial of
the Western Indians, from whom in his youth
Mr. Miller obtained much of the knowledge
by which ho shines beforo white men.  As the
Indinna in quostion lived on great trocloas
plains when tho poet knew them, and long beo.
fore, wo inay Ioliove that their ancestors did
run firea theough primoval forosts in those ro-
gions, perhape with tho intention of prescrving
them, but not exactly with that rosult,

In Mr. Millor's day tho Indiana & his ac
quaintance had, it appears, but amall patches of
deciduous treos, bordoritg on tho prairieto pre
werve, nnd it is quite likely that their practice
of running fire through and around them ovory
fall was agood one.  ‘The nccumulation of casily
ixuited grane, loaves, cte., was thus provented
and the light annual fire would not inju=o
1eaflcss hardwood treos,

But tho poot proposcs to daal with all the for
csts of thecontinent on the Indian plan, He
BAYS1—

“An annunl firo is as natural, and nocossary
too, as is a min fall at scod-time for tho health
and long lifo of any forest.  When the leaves
have fallen and w1l the nute and fruit aro ripon-
od 3 when the bark of the trec is hard and sap-
Jex<, aud tho now bushoes and new brauches are
denuded nud are mado sound and hard, then
tho dey and indolent Indian summer posscsscs
the laud,  Tho winds aro still then, aud thero is
no peril at all in turning the firo loose, Thix is
tho timo tho Indian takes to clear of his ficlds
for tho grasses of the coming spring, and to pur.
ify them of tho malaria, burning leaves, and
meees that otherwise would lio rotting on the
ground, harbouring insects, reptiles, fevers,
death, and smothering out the now grasses,
flower, roots, nud ground fruits for the coming
year. The borer, the eaterpillar, Colarado bee-
tle, grasshopper, and bull cricket —theso aro
somo of the beautiful fruits borne frumn the
whito mun's management, of our plains and
forests,”

Aftor appealing to tho history of Palestino,
Axeyrin, Babylon, and ancient Germany, old
Gaul, Italy, and Tyre, to support his argument,
ho »ays 1—

“‘But to return to our vwn forests, I know it
might at first Lo dangerous and difficult to burn
out our forests now, and get them back toa
state of nature, as it were. Yet it must bo
done. The old briar bound and moss-gruwn
worm fence that winds about the hill to mark
the limit of some settlor’sdomain must go Ret
ter the old fence sheuld be burned now than the
barn, house, cattle, and perhajs bLabies and all,
in the end. However, theso aro details that
must adjust and fit in themselves,

“Tho onn special idea is to have tho forests
all burned over and burned out overy aatumn.
Thexo natural annual fire« are s light that oven
the Laallest and feailest little bush will not
perish.  Seo how nature has ordered this,

“0Of course, all this will havo to be regulated,
by law 5 but here again I come to dotail,which
Ishall not touch now. Ishould say, however,
that overy Stave ought to have its Forest Com-
misionery, and overy part of cach Stato Lo
made to keep its forosts clean, as cortainly and
exactly as any division of a city is mado to keep
its streets clean or in repair.”

Mre Miller hit the blat on his plan in the
secand sentenco of the Lt quoted oxtract, It
wonkl at first be oditlicult and dangervus tu cun
fire through pine forcsts in Indian summer, but
never dift'eult or dangerous or uccessary again,
because there would probably bo ne fur usts left.

Thengh tho poot’s plan would not work, the
fdea that underlics it i3 good vne. It would
Dbo well to keep the forests freo from accumu.
Iated rubbi<h. Every year vast quantities of in.
flammable materinl pine needles, Lranches,
chips, ete.—are left in tho woods by lumbermen
to awirt in tho spread of the fire.  There is no
reason why all this stuff shoild not bo burned
a« roont a9 made in the wiutor, when tho fire

would not run. ‘The (Jovernment could com-
mission bushrangora to roe thisdone, and thus
tho groat nocosity which Mr, Miller porceives
for burning tho forests in order to keop thom
from being burnod would bo somewhat lessen.
od.—Glole,

STOPPING THE WATER SUPPLY.

Inapaperof reminiscencosby the Rev. W, Wye
Smwith, published in the Canadian MontAly, we
famd tho following paragraph, which doserves at-
tention hs a atriking illustration of the mischiof
that is being dono by overclearing =—

** It will scem odd to the younger inhabitants
of Brantford to stato that noar whore the two
railways cross, on tho north edgo of thae city,
was a mill-pond, supplying power to a mill
sormo distance below. I once, whon a boy,
wandored out thoro, and had an oxciting
engagement with a snapping turtlo that was
sunning hitmsell on the bank, And in 18521
remomber getting on board a queor flat-bottum.
od steamer—a regular old tea pot—to go to
Buffalo. T was vory glad to find that wo
changed boats at Dunnville, for I did not think
much of tho seaworthiness of “Tho Queon ;"
which I beliove was tho namo of tho old scow I
mado the passage in.  Probably tho navigation
of tho Grand River (Lord Dorchostor, the *Sir
Guy Catloton’ of history, called it, in 1798, the
¢Quso 3’ but the namo did not appear to stick),
will never bo rovived.  For one thing, the vol
uno of wator is immonscly ioas than it was. I
speut threo months on ity banks in 1837; and
when a threo days rain storm came, the river
becamo swallen and dark coloured, and remain-
od so for n month, Now, with theupper forests
cloared away, it has hardly more water than
will turn a mill on a dry summer. I was much
interested n scoing, in tho summer of 1837,
somu men who were running a pail factory in
Galt paxs down the rapids above Gleumorris, on
a raft, with soveral hurndred gaily paintod pails,
bound for Brantford, This could not be done
now, except on the dangerous oddies of a great
freshet.  The same :nay bo said of other
stremans 3 old mills are found with not & drop of
water ruuning past them in a dry suwmeor.”

THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN OFFICES.

Wo aro glad to announce that the Scientifie
Anterican came out of tho late fire in New York
liko the fabled Phenix,with renowed life. The
subseciption lists, account books, patent records,
patent deawings, and correspondeonco wero pre-
sorved in massive five-proof safes. Tho print.
ing of tho Scicntific American and Supplement
was done in another building ; consequently the
types, plates, presses, paper, ete., wero unharm.
od, and no interruption of business was oc.

casioned. R
Tho new Seientific American oftices aro located

at 216 Broadway, corner of Warren Street, a
vory central and cxccllent situation,  Here, 1n
addition to thasssuing of thoir interesting pub-
Iications, Mesars. Munn & Co., aided by train-
ed examiners and draughtsmon, preparo specifi-
cations and drawings for American and Forcign
patents,  If any of our readers should happon
to mako a now discovery (we liopo every otio of
them may do so, and gain a fortuno), they have
only to drop a line to Munn & Co., 261 Broad-
way, Noew York,who will roply at once, without
charge, stating whether the invention is proba-
bly novel and patentable. A handbook of in-
struction ,with full particulars,will also be sent,
freo. DMcssrs, Mumn & Co., havo had over
thirty-five years’ experienco 1n tho business.

DESTRUCTION OF TIMBER.
Tho Chicago Tribunesays that while the necd
of legal restrictiuns tu provent tho total destruc-
tion of our forcsts 1s so apparent, it is not often
that thoy arc imposed by Statoputhonty. The
National Government is powcrless to intorfere,
except for the protection of the public lands,
and tho laws enacted for this purpose are
liberally interproted and focbly onforced, if at
all,  Settlerr on timber lands have not always
been informed that the regulations imposed
upon thom wero differont from those established
fur pranie sottlots. The law forbids persona
who have noquired timber lands under the
Homestead or Pro-cmption acts to remove more
of the timber than may bo necessary for pur-
posca of cultivation, This provision has been

fisgrantly violated by porsons who have aoquired
the titlo to Govornment timbor merely for the
purpose of eclling it to speculators. The new
commissioner of the Land.Offico has undertaken
to stop thisabuse. 1o hascaused the provisions
of the Iaw in this respect to be stamped in red
ink upon the blank recoipts issuod to timber-
1and settiors ; and has cnjoined upon local agents
the duty of watching and reporting cascs of
depredation and violation of the Iaws, Those
orders may bo a partial romedy.  But it is ovi.
dent tho waste of timber cannot be stoppod or
repairod until tho State Governmonts take an
activo interest in the aubjoct. Thoy ngdy not
bo ablo to provont tho dostruction of forosts
which have actually passed into privato owner-
ship ; but thoy may protoct such as still belong
to tho Stato, and, by offering bonuses, oncourage
now growth of timber to take tho placo of thore
destroyed.

Henry Stevess & Co., of St. Helen, Ros-
cotamon county, Mich., write that thoy have
bankod some logs this season that doeserve to be
rolled on tho skidway of famno for tho lumber
world to gazo at. On January 31, at their
camp No. 5, Loonard Cotlter, foreman, were
bankod ton pine logs that scalod 6,316 feet. On
Fobruary 2, at camp No. 3, David MMurdock,
foreman, fifteen pino logs wore beiiced that
acaled 8,197 foct,  These iogs wore bankoed at
two hauls, partially up hill.

Land and Waler says :—“It is stated that
from the forests bolonging to M. Bismark aro
cut thu greater portion of tho blocks used for
the wood pavement in London, and that an
English company is going to uso it in Paris for
tho Boulevard Montmartre. Query, if it will
bo paved with good intentions !

WorrN Never THiNz."—If the crabbed
old bachelor who utterad this sentiment could but
witness the intense thought, deep study and
thorough investigation of women in determin-
Ing the best medicines to keep thelr families
well, and would note their aagacity .nd wisdom
{n selecting Hop Bittacs as the best, and dem-
onstrating it by keeping their families in per-

tual health, and at & mere nominal expense,
E: wauld be hrstto acknowledge that auch sen.
timents ave basoloss and false,—Picayune,

Is 11 A Huxbue?! Some people think all
proprietary medicines humbugs., In this the
must be mistaken. A cough medicine like N.
H. Downa' Elixir that has stood the racket of
52 years must have some virtu:, and must cure
the diseases for which it is recommended, or
people would not continue to buy and use it as
thez do. It seems to us that even if we knew
nothing of its werits, the fact of its large and
continually increasing sale justifies us in re-
commending Down's Elixir to all who inay need
a reliable cough medicine,

A healthy man nover things of his stomach.
The dyspeptic thinks of nothing else. Indigos-
tion is a constant reminder. The wise man
who finds himsclf suffering will spend a few
cents for a bottle of Zopesa, from Brazil, the
now and remarkable cumpound for cleansing
aud toning tho system, for assisting the diges-
tivo apparatus and the liver to properly perform
their duties in assimilating the fusd. Get aten
cont sawple of Zopesa, tho new remedy, of your
druggist. A fow doses will surprise you.

A Goop FirTer.—To have pure water ia the
house every family should hav a flter, the
health and comfort depends largely upon the use
of properly filtered water. The liver is the true
filter for the blood, and Burdock Blood Bitters
keeps the liver and all the secretory orzans fp a
healthy condition. It is the grand blood purlfy-
ing, liver regulating tonic.

THE Skcrer oF Beavry.—No Cosmetic in the
world can impart beauty to a face thiat is dis
figured by unaightly blotches arising from im-
pure_blood. Burdoc! Ritters is the
graml purifying medicine for all humors of the

lood. It makesgood blood and imparts the
bloom of health to the most sallow comnplexion.

“AND fools who came to seoff remained to
Emy."—\Vo roccive many letters from those
aving tried while doubting, yet were entire}
cured of dyspepsin and liver troubles wit
pess, Clorgymen write us carnestly to it

wondorful cffects. .

BouRNs AND ScALDS are promptly cured as
all flesh wounds, sprains, braises, callous lJumps,
goreness, pain, inflamation and all painful dis-
eases ; by the 8reat Rheumatic Remed¥, Hag-
yard'a Yellow Oil.  ¥or external and internal
use, Price 25c.

THE loat arts did not include steel pen mak-
ing, an invention of the ninetheenth century.
Esterbrook’s being superior, standard and
reliable,

TeABERBY whitens tho tecth like chastened

pearls, A five cent sample sottles it,

Chips.

Tiz Northern Pacific Railway Company, in
order to encouragoe tree planting, will during tho
season of 1882 transport, free of charge, fruit
and ornamental young trees for the actual use of
sottlors along its line.

ALLxeRp pinkeye has become so provalent
in the Upper Ottawa district that lumbermen
say they will be unable to got out so much
timbor as they expected on account of the scar.
city of teams, Some veteriaary surgeons say
that tho disease is not pinkeye at all, but cnly
an acute influenza.

‘THE Northwestern Lumberman says the export
of lumber from the States to Mexico, though
not yet ax immense factor of their commerce, is
increasing under the late stimulus given to their
relations with that country by railroad building,
mining schemes, ete,  1n 1880 thoy exportod to
2Mexico lumnber to the valuo of $130,000, and in
1881 the value increased to $183,430.

Tur steamship Maas, which arrived on Feb,
6 at New York, from Rotterdam, reports, Jan,
22, lat. 50 18, long. 13 40, passed a large ship on
fire, waier-logged, probably loaded with lumber,
The ship was almost totally burned out. Steam.
ed twice around the vessel, but could not per-
ceivo any name on her. Held & sharp look out
for boata during the wholo day, but saw nono.

J. & G, K. WENTWORTH avo new lumbdrmen
in Mecostacounty, Mich., but come prominently
to the front on account of having purchased the
Eldred railroad, which they removed to their
present lacation. Their present job is catimated
at 16,000,000 foet, which goes into the Chippewa
Rivor over their railroad, which is about
five miles long, end is in course of construction,
and nearly comploted.

Caurs have been established at Littlo Quin.
nesec Falls, Wis., and the work of making a
cut around tho falls on the Michigan side of the
rivor has comnmenced. The cut will bo 488 feet
long, 40 feet deep in the deepest place, from 30
to 40 feet wido at the bottom, and 6,000 cubic
yards of rock will be taken out of it. The work
wiy cost in tho neighbourhood of $15,000, and is
sxpectod ¢ be completed before the logs come
down in thespring. Logs aro so badly damaged
in coming over tho falls that it will take but &
fow yoars for the cut to pay for itself.

THR Northwestern Lumberman says that
Senator Flint has introduced a bill into the
Wisconsin legislature to provide for levying a
tax of fiftoen cents a thousand on all logs ship-
pod out of the State. The object is to protect
homo manufastares on Wisconsin streams, and
possidly to check the wholesale runt.ing of logs
down tho Mississippi to the Towa, Illinois and
Missouri mills. It would also affect tho inter-
ests of Michigan lumbermen who operato in
Wisconsin. The bill, however, will have to
;ight an cnormous capital beforo it becomnos a

aw. .

Tuk Caiais ZT'imes says that an unusually largo
stock of legs was held over on the St. Croix
this winter. With the oxcoption of F. H. Tecd
& Sons, and Chas. F. Todd, all of tho manufac-
turers will have an abundant supply of logs
with whichtostartinthe apring. Murchio & Sons
have the largest stock on hand, followed in the
order named by H. F. Eaton, Eaton Bros., and
Gates & Wentworth, Aost of theso Jogs aro
separated in sido booms, and in the main and
Baringloge cnough are left fora m ~th's rafting.
Alexanler Milligan says he has not seon for
thirty yoars so many logs left over in the side
booms.

A sixtH of France (including Corsica) is
under wood, but, notwithstanding this, an im-.
menso amount of timber is annvally Jmported
into tho country from the United States and
tho north of Europe. In 1824 thoNancy School
of Forestry was instituted, and a now code uf
foreat laws was adopted in 1827. The fact has
of late yeare been recognizod that the ficeds
which have proved so terribly disastrous to
France have been largely duo to the abeence of
trees on mountain sides, A forst acts both
mochanically and hydrograpbically ; in the
former case by proventing any large body of
water from collocting, and as a sort of pormanent
floodgats ; in the latter by the trees themsslves
absorbing a vast deal of moisture,
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