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expense. Commerce and the Gospel go hand in band. This may seem a
strange statement if we consider the details of commerce, yet the net
result proves it to be true.

Medical.-- The early mistionaries, whose training had been principally
fheological, naturally were not prepared to deal with the health probleme
which met them as soon as they arrived on the coast. The restilt wa, that
they had to be invalided home or died off in such numbers as to give rise to
the question, " Is the evangelization of Africa a possibility ? " Later a f ew
medical men were sent out ; the result was so satisfactory that the number
was soon increased. so that most missions now have at least one physician,
and some of the missions endeavor to have a medically trained worker at
each station. This has led to a decrease in the death-rate-where medi-
cal aid is available-of over 100 per cent., and ýastly increased the health
and efficiency of those workers who remain. The knowledge gained in tropical
hygiene and sanitation, and in the preventic- and treatment of diseases r
peculiar to Central Africa, bas, wheu applied, very mu-,h decreased the
expenses of the missions, removing the necessity for zuc.h frequent and pro-
longed visits to this country.

I believe that the effects of the climate have done more to prevent the
spread of the Gospel in Africa than rum, slavery, polygany, and ail other
forces cowbined. This problem cannot be saiisfactorily solved until we
have medical men, the best, attached to our boards in this country. It is
not reasonable to expect theologians, however learned they may be in their
own calling, can satisfactorily deal with this, one of the deepest and most
complicated questions Lefore the medical profession to-day.

But, though the difficulties have been tremendous, the comparatively
few physicians on the field, generally with the most scant asB'stance from
their board (one doctor during his first seven years received no supplies
other than quinine and a hypodermie needle), have during the past few
years more than doubled the efficiency of the workers and very materially
lessened the expenses, besides founding hospitals, training native youths in
the elements of mnedicine, surgery, etc., and teaching the people the laws
governing contagious and some other diseases with most satisfactory results.

Gospel.-When we come to consider the progress of the Gospel we find
ourselves unabie to tabulate it. While it is comparatively easy to get the
figures of church-members and estimate the number of adherents, this does
not state a tithe of the actual progress of the spirit of the Gospel. For
instance, up to three vears ago in the Bule tribe there - as constant war
between the different villages, no stranger was allowed to pass through or
live in their country. To-day missionaries live among them-even the
ladies of the mission can travel anywhere there without escort. Strangera
pass through the country with impunity. In somo districts wara have
entirely ceased ; in al it bas greatly diminished, and will soon be but a
memory. The only agencies used to produce this change were preaching
the Gospel and healing the sick ; yet ail that is shown in statistica is,
" Inquirers, 11." This is a fair sample of what is going on in hundreds cf
districts throughout this vast area.

Yet much bas been done whics can be tabulated. Churches dot the
entire coast lines, extend far up the navigable rivers-over one thousand
up the Congo-aud around the shores of the great lakes. The kingdom of
Uganda is now Christian. Many districts (like Banza Manteke, Lukungu,
Blantyre) are now as truly Christian as, say, Delaware or Rode Island,
which are about the same size. A more or less-generally less-perfect


