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spplication 1o hie peculinr duties, 2. As to the
supsrestion of sine agminst the firat tble of the
matal law, and especinlly agaimst the law of the
Babbath, 3. As to the educanon of the young.
4. As 10 the prononion of rehgion, and especially
as to the application of any portivn of the public
funde for thé advancement of religion or in the
endowment of the Church.

5. Sense in which certain atatements in chap.
ax, sec. 4, chap, xxiii. sec. 3, and chap. xxx. sec.
9, of the Westwinster Cunfession, ate understood.

G. Views respecting existing establishmenta.

7. Relations of the Synods severslly to other

Churches.
A. GALE, Clerk.

Home filissions.
OWEN'S SOUND SETTLEMENTS.

no regular teaning for his work, We were anx-
wusto ascertain aoineting as 1o the effect wiich
his mstructinns seetn to huve on Jus hearers, and
the state of religion genciatly smoag the Indinns
professing chustianity; alio, of the views of hix
heathien countrymen regarding the being of a God,
. & future state, uod the necessity of an atonement.
,dn reference to the foruter, we believe that wlale
they ate very regular in their external devotions,
rasing every eveung the hyinn of praise, and re-
panny every sablath to the honse of prayer—the
evidence of real conversion to God, as mnonyg our-
selves, is not so clear or so frequent as is to be de-
stred: and with respect, again, to the latter, we
corcluded that thicic belief of thetr first principles of
religion is not so distinct as we are generally led to
infee from writers 01 such subjects,

On Friday, the {ast day, Mr. Meldrum drove a
distance of twelve mules on the lake shore road.
and preached in Gaelic; while I remained in Syd-

Report of 8 Committee of the Presbytery of | enhiam and preached in English to those who as-

Hanilton, appointed to visit Sydenham and other
parts of the Owea’s Sound Settlements, to organ.
sze a Congregation there, urdain Elders and dis-
pense ordinances,

Qa the morning of Tuesday, the 10th Februaty,
1left Ferzus in company with Mr. Meldrum: we
preschied at AMfr. Putterson’s, on the fourth line in
Arthur, st 12 o’clock, aud again in the eveaing of
the same day st Mr. Chesnut's, beyond the nver
Maitlaad; sodafter advancing a litile further, hale
ted for the night. Next morning we were forty
miles from Sydenham: these had beea a heavy fall
of snow during night, and ve had not procceded
far when we were told it was impossible for us to
reach our destination thatday: but havingmadean
sppointment to preach at Mr. Smith's, 19 wmiles
from Sydenham, at 2 o'clock, and kuowing that it
isof the greatest importance for ministers to be
punctual, both as 2 means of saving time to them-
selves when on a tour of this kind, and of teaching
the people to asseinble at the proper time, and not
be dissppointed, and so frustrate the ohject in
view—we pushed forward aod srtived at Mr. S's
a little after the hour specified, but belore the au-
dience assembled, After preaching there and re-
freshing botls ourselves and our horse, we started
aqain in the eveaing, and by :oonlight drove into
Sydenham before the 1nhabitants had retired to rest.
We had intitnated our intention of bemn
poasible that evening, the 11th, und holding the

sembled there.  On Saturday we had Gaelic and
Enghsh service in separate places 1a the village,
at the same time; and afier scrmon all went into
one place, where Elders were to be onlained.
‘The congregation were then asked if there were
any ohjections to any of those who had beeu nomi-
nated to the Eldershup, in onder that the same
might be stated; and nonc being offered, those
persons were called upon. One of them, Mr.
Duancan Bell, having been ordsined in the mother
country, was first adumtted to exercise the func-
tions of His office in that congregation. Having
then, along with him, constituted a gession for the
time being, and having received satisfuctory an-
swers to the questions contained in our formula,
from the others, vizi— Mcsars ‘Thomas Luan, Jas.
Ross, Hagh M. Dermid, aad Gearge Mackay.—
we did, by solemn prayer, set them apart to the
Eldership. . Some of these Elders, though able to
anewer in Engalish, understand Guelic still better.
The Elders and congregation were therefore ad-
dressed both in Euglish aud Gaclic.  The service
was nteresting and solenn in orzanizing a regulard
congregation, and planting a Presbyterian Church
for the tirst time in that remote caraer of the Cols
ony:* in a region only lately reclaimed, or but be-
ginning 10 be reclaimed from the fores'; and till
withia these few years trodden only by waandering

there il { tribes, who knew nothing of the living and true

God, ot Jesus Chriat, wh-um He hassent to be the

following day, Thursday, as a fast, preparatory to | Saviour of the warld. And we think that our

the dispensation of the Lozd's Supper; or it the
state of the roads, or any other cause should pre-
veat our travelling 8o cxpeditiously as we wished,

church lias cause to erngratulate herself on the
men who have in thisease heen selected to hold
affice in her conncclion: they are not only appa-

ofholding the fast on Friday. The leading persons | rently inen of respectah hity, intelligence, and piety,

concerncd, in all the circumstauces judgedit bet-
ter to fix 1he fast for Friday: we accordingly had

bot have accepted office, we believe, with the view
of having theit hands strengihened in their endea-

Thursday to rest ourselves, call upon some of the | vars ta do good. ARl of then, without exception,

people, and sce the place,

we understand have been in the habit of assem-

We watked across the head of the Bay on the | bling their neightors, on the sabbath day, wnd

ice to the Indian Village, in cowmpany with Mr.
Telfer, the Government Land Agent in this quar-

conducting their devotions. Some of their meet-
ngs, we are told, are numerously attended, und at

ter, & kind, intelligent man, in whose house we | them, all the outward decorum of x reg:lar church

wete invited 10 take up our abode whilein Syden-
ham. The Indian village is beautifully situated

is observed, More such persons mizht be found;
and with advantage, In some parts of this +xtended

on the West side of the Bay: it 13 composed of a | setilement, nught be called to brar office in the

number of vegular and comfortuble looking houses,

church, Afier the ordinntion of the Elders, to-

erected by Guvernment for the accommadation of | kens of admission to the Lord’s table were distri-

the Indiaas; and its appearance is greatly unpro-
ved in the christian’s eyes by ajtnull neat fraine

buted ta intending commnnicants,
On Sahbath, the 15th, there was service in the

Church, which rearsitsell’

lyabove the | fo

, bathin Eaglish and Gaelic, as oa the day

ather houses, and almost scemns to pronounce a | hefore, when both places were crowded; particu-

censure upon 0ur countrymen ia the other villags,
who have not yet got any place of worship erected.
The Iadiaos here prafess chrisuanity. We enter-
edinto scveral of their houses, and attempted to
converse with some of them: we obsesved a few
books in their possession—amang others, the Gos-
pel, by John, translated jnto their owa language,
and bound together with an Ealish copy of the
mme,
God's word than Genesis, Matthew, and Joha yet
taslated into Indian.® We paid a visit to one
of those who acts in the capatity of their miaister.
He speaks Eaglish tolerably well, secms grave
aand shrewd; butacknoxleAges that he has enjoyed

® Fremua * brief view of the plane aad opera-
tions of the British and Forsiga Bible Society® for
1813, is wounld appear that the Peatateach, the
Palme~lsmish with Luke aad Johs, are trassla-
tedinto the Mebawk dialecs, and enly Jolui inte

the Chippeway.

Iatly the one where Gaclic was preached; which,
however, was smaller than the other. The Lord’s
supper was afterwards dispensed in the larger
place, first to comnmunicants who were addre

i English, and than to those who were addressed
in Gaelic: and the service of the day was conclu-
ded in the former language. About fifty petsons
communicated; one or two of these coming all the

We were told that there is a0 more of | way from St. Vincent, a distance of twenty-five or

thirty miles, becavse they had never enjoyed a si-
milar opportunity stace their settiement there,
many years ago: indeed, on the Saturday evening
we conv with and resolved 10 admit to
the. Lord’s table two men, headsof families from
that place, who had aever parisken of this ordi-
oance, bot who were apparently anxious on the
tobject, who had travelled so far that the opportu-
uity might not pass unimproved; and who, we an-

.. ® The Methodists bave had a preacher stationed
inSyignhmﬁtmﬁ':ﬁ. * !

erstood, were in the prasticeol holding fellowship
:{\:e(mg; witl & tew ‘:,( therr neighbors.  The ge-
acral attendance at Sydenliow oit the Sabbath day
was, considering the circuinstances, very large—~
three or four tunes larger ihion any iuneetge
ever hield there Letore; and was by souie computed
at more than two hundied. ‘This swatement of
particulars may perhups disappoiut the expecta.
tions ol soie; but it st be tken into consdesation
with regard to the nuinber 0o comuvnICADtS, that
the population of the prghlands of Scoland from
wihich wany of the salers are Jdrawn, have achar.
sctenistic hesuation about approsching tins ordi-
uance, and many additional members ot the church
tive w the dutnet, who, ftom sge and want of con-
veyauces could not be present: and with regard to
ottiers, that & snow-storm had cofie ou dusing the
previous mpht and threateued to continue during
the day, which unght have preseuted wany co-
unng frotn s distance; und il we sdd 10 this the pe-
culiat situation of Sydenham, with the circame-
stances of the setiteent generally, to which §
shall afterwards allude more porticularly,—he at-
tendauce beiag uumerrcally smalles thun soine
unght expect, may be uccounted for; and s
atnount atuny one pluce at any tine will not furmish
au index of the numberofA’resby teriany in this quar-
ter, or of the desice fur ordiuances. ,

On Monday 1 preachied in Sydenham at 10 0%
clock, A.M., and Mr. Mcldram proceeded four
imies on the way homewads, and preuched in
Guebic at the same tume.  Ader service Lovertouk
him, and we travelled together to M. Sauth's,
near the twenty mile swaip, where he preached
1n the evevug, nccotdmg tv appointment, first 3a
Gaelicand then i English.  Next day we advan-
cedd a few aptles furthes aud preached agaiv—Mr.
M. in Gaclic, at onc McKechries™y and 1 1n
Eughsh at McConnick's, We then druve on
Beyond the ety mile Swawmp to Mr. Watt's, whete
we had appoited a ectug, but the hour beng
late aud the sky datk, as well as the population
thin ia that acighbothoeod, few persous assembled,
and therefore, instead of & regular serinon, we ea-
tisfied ourselves with reading a portion of scnp=
ture, making a few remarks, and praywg.

On Wednesday Mr M. preached in Gaceligat Me.
Lamoad’s, oa the fourth hue Arthur, and £ 1n
Enohish at Mr. Guan's, on the seveuth linz: and
we seturned 10 Fergus that mght—ou the whole
pleased that we had had tlus work assigued us by
the Presbytesy, and thanktul that we were breaght
back 1ot our journey in pertect safety.  We bad
becn away from this place mine diys; and duning
that period had preached eigateet tuncs, besides
dehivering ¢ ted with the ordinstien
of Elders, and the dispensation of the sacruments.
We had scattered the good secd on ten ditferent
localities, and had 1n general what we regarded 1n
the circumstances of the seitleneat, large as well
as attentive audicnces. In particular, we were
pleased and hied at the attend upon the
Gaclic services, amounting in solne wstances 10
ssventy persons; and periiaps i Sydenbam on the
Sabbath day to 100,—and never below fity. Tae
king together all those who waited upon our min-
sstrations daning out tour, without ncluding the
game individuals twice, the nuwmber amounied
surely to many hundreds, and alt wannly attached
to our church, ol

Besides performing the immediate duay of prew-
ching the word; &c., we did aot fal on ali occa-
stons 1o urge upon the people the necessity of do-
ing somethung energetically for wetaselves, aud re-
commended them so einbrace the hvou‘uble oppot-
tunity aflforded by our Hlome Miseton Sclieme. in
the Northeru Division of the settlement we think
there 1s a general desire and sotention of makingan
effort:indeed there has been a inovement made 1o the
nght direction, and 1t would apgear that the pros-
pect of the people there being able 10 support &
aunister among them, 18 in their opinion nut very
far distant. A collection was oo the Bab--
bath 1a Sydenham while we were there, in behalf
of the Home Mission Fund, which amounted to
about eighteen dollare; sod a public collcction was
made at one of the Highland setilements on the
Garafraxa road on the Tuesdsy following, where
ihere wag gervice by Mr. Meldrum. But in the
Sonthern Division, although we were ‘several
times, in name of our church, ateacked for neglect
of her people in these parts, .§ fear there. jo great

by the ssttlers, .and: want ot & sense of
R S

¢ir duty 10 provide accordiag 0, their




