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Thou hast done foolislily; thou hast not
kept the commandnient of the Lord
t>hy God; now thy kingýdorn shal not
continue.>' Howv had hie transgress-d ?
Was not sacriflcing, to the iLord tuie
regular and orthodox tbing yto do? Was
it not a highly religion.- act? and why
should Sauil be condexnned? Hie trans-
gressed because lie yielded to circum-
stances, took the priest's office into
his own hands, and did ail that he did,
not frorn Divine impulse as he had (lone
in the case of Jabesh-Gilead, but from
reason and common sense, in vieiv of
the threatening aspect of' bis surround-
ings. Rie walked not by faith but by
sight, andc by liîs own confession, did
not what lie did from. Divine diettrý,ion.
dit1e that, believeth shall not make haste"
-but hie Nvas impatient and therefore
unbelieving.

H1e had not felt the iieed of making
any offering to the Lord in the former
case-why does he feel it, now ? Hie
mnust have failed in some way previously
to obey the Spirit and become consekous
of the Spirit's absence. Was it because
he had instituteci a standing army of
definite nunîber as recordud in the second
verse, on wvhich, he mighlt place reliance,
andi whose presence would add to his
v"sible dignity ? Men have grieved the
Spirit of the lord by providing a visible
organization and reiying upon it.

The fourteenth chapter tells the story
of the battie that ensued. \Tictory -%vas
eventually on Jsrael's side, but in the
earlier hours of the contest Ilthere wvas
tremblingr iu the hiost in the -field, and
amongr ail the people," until '. Saul saici
uùto .haBring IiitI"gr the ark of
God," and very soon "'every man's
sword was- against bis fellow, and there
was a very great discomditure.> The
ark rested in peacA in 'ii. proper place
until Saiil ceased to be. a tèmple of the
Holy Ghost, but whrii Il%- iendered hlm-
self unfit to be iudwelt by the Spirit andi
thereby became a clnatural" mian once
more, it was neces,:ary that the ark,
which was the recognizeci vehicle of
God's presence, shoulci corne into the
camp in order that Israel shouid
triumph.

]But ]et, it be noticeci bow in the nar-
rative Saul himself ceases' to be the

central hero identified with success.
Jonathan bis son is hiero of the firsb,
success; the ark of God is the cause of the
final victory and the narrative is, IISoý
the Lord savec i rael that clay" (verse
23). Further on we read i ow that
although Saul builds an altar unto the
Lord (verse 35), yet when lie asked
counsei of God, "lShail i go down at ter
bbiPhilistines? Wilt thou deliver themn
into bbe baud of Israel ? iBut lie
answered hini not that day" (verse 37).
Sad and terrible is tbe fail frorn grace,
when earnest prayer to tbc Goci of love
meets no response from iin. This
monitory fact is the clark converse of
the shining, promise, Il Whatsoever we
ask wve receive of Hirn, because wc, doý
those thingys that are pleasing in Ris
sighb.

Facile decensys .dverno, the dlown-
wvard progress of this inan becomes
positive and rapid frora tbi.q point on-
ward. Hie becomies wbimsical and arbi-
trary, as is seen by bis order to bis troops
to fast, and by bis wvillingnc3ss to sacrifice
the life of bis son Jonathan to sustain bis
ow'n unreasonable andi despotic decree.
The decisive event ln bis career, that
whiclh cornpleted andi ernphasized bis
apostasy, wvas bis act'ou in the case of
the Arnalekites (chapter 15). The com-
manud was, "Now gro and smite Amalek,
and utterly destroy ail that they have,
andi spare thert not; but slay botb man
and worman, infant andi suckhling,, ox andi
sbeep, carnet and ass." But this com-
mand was flatly aund directly disobeyed,
for IlSaul and the people spared Agagt
andi the best, of the sbeep and of the
oxen and of the fatiings andi the lambs
and all that was good, and would not
utterly destroy tbemi," and wlben lie. tried
to excuse bimself to Samuel "ne saici they
were spared Il to do sacrifice unto the
Lord thy G&2." Yes!1 to do sacrifice of
course. So Ituliati banditti wîll buld
shrines bo, the Virgrin out of the spoils of
robbery, and Clhristiafl distillers and
usurers wviI1 restore cathedrals and endor
colleges wibh their illigotten gains. But
God wvil1 accept no such offerings. Hleur
Sarnuei's indignant protest (verse 22),
<'Iath the Lord as gyreat delight in

hurnt offerings aud sacrifices as in obey-
ing the voice of the Tard ? Behold, to,
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