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THE BAPTIST CATECIIISMi CO.%DO.*LY CALLED KEACH'S

CATECHISM: OR A BRIEF INSTRUCTION IN THE PRIN-
CIPLES 0F THE CHIRISTIAN RELIGION. A new edition
with references.

We are informed in the Preface to thîs Catechisra that in the year 1677
a Confession of Faitlî was pubIislh'-d by the l3aptists in London and vici-
nity ; and titat the Catechismn was preparcd by Benjamin Keacb, agree-
ably to this ConJessioit of Faith. In the preface to the (Jatechisni, as pre-
parcd by Keach, wve are informed that the Bapbtist Confession of Fasith,
publisbed in 16T7, was 'alnsost in ail points the saine with that of the
.dssembly,*' and that biis Catechisui agrees 'l in most things witb the
Slsorter Catecitisin of the ./?sçeitbly." On lookiing into tbe Catecbismn we
see that it is in ail important points tite saine as the Shorter Caechism,
,with the exception of titose questions that relate to the ordinance of
Baptism. Now we titink, a Catechismn a good thing, but sucit a Cate-
chismn as this is one of the last we would thiuk of putting into the hands
of the young. tlany a youing mind bias been îtuzzled to understand uni-
versai preordination and responsibility, unconditional election and re-
probation. So baleful bas been the inifluience of such teacbing oit the
minds of tbc Scotch, tliat it lbas been deemed necessary to inauigurate a.
Movement to reinove titat fise teaching, and supply its place with rte
Scriptural theology. Our feelings were saddened, on reading a few
xnontbs ago iu the Mlissionury Uleruld, in a letter froin Dr. I>erkins of
Persia, that lthe Shorier CâaIechisn b:td been publislted for the instruction
of Nestorian cbildren and youtit. WVe tremble for the consequences of
sucb teachiîtg. No douttb there is niticî that is gttod in tbe Catechismn;
but sone utf ils doctrines we take to be unscripitural, and fitled to do
xnucb inijury tu the niiuds of men. The question on the Deeces of God
in Kcnch's Catchlisni, is the saite as in lte Shorthr Cidcltisn, and il de-
clares tbat God execuites bis decrees. if Goil bias decrted whatsoever
cornes to pîîss, and exceutes bis decrees, we sec not Iow the conclusion
can bc avoidcd that God is thte au thor of sin, whi- -ceins to us to be a
blaspitemous and imitions conclusion. Jesuis, tou, ..- et fortit as tite Re-
deenier of God's eiect, i. e. those whoni God ont oï his nere good jiics-
sure, fromt ail eterniî3', elccted 10 ev'crlas;.iug life, as tue answver to (lies.
tion 23 expresses it; antd there is no Itint in rite Catclismn that -Jesus
did anything for tlto-c n,î inclîtded atuong rte elect. flow dclightfuilly
difl'crent iltc teaclting of serilutitre tîtat Jez;us "lgave, hituseif a rtînsotU
for ail," i Tint. ii, 6.

We would prefet' a dilferettt sct't of Catcbisin front tItis. A.

Uxnaî3E.taF Tur l>EsTitoykv'. -- Ti'.ere is iuuuteli titt is excellent in titis
tract, as showitg thte f'eatu.i crtitin.ility auttd nter inPxrittbieness of tn-
belief. And yet, it seenis tu uis, tîtere is sounetltittg. erralie in rte titeolo-
gy of thte wrirer of' iii Il. W'., %lticît w'e un-'k'rsIttd 10 be Dr. Ilettry
WVilkes of Montre:ul. lit slic-ewîng itat mnt (Io not pîeri-di front Iutck of
itenevolence in God It sys Adittsing ayseritti electttg purîtose as antr
intcgt'ai part of the plan of salvation, it is sutperajidcd 10 rite iuniversai.


