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we ended. My own niind ivas full
of blessed astonishinent at the th ings
1 had scen arid heard. tii the even-
ing ive had a mîeeting with, the
si.ndents iii the college, to whora iny
wife and I both said a few words.
The people of whomn I have been
speaking to, you are as good îiiaterial
as any similar audience vou, could
gather in England. Alas; that they
should be destroyed.

Sabbath Observance.

At ev'ery Syuîod meceting two
questions alivays force themielves
prominently into notice. These
nmore than any othier, require toler-
ant and dispassionate handling, yet
betwecen thein they manage to, excite
a vast aniount of lîeated discussion.
One of these is Temperance TI'ie
other is '-iblbath Observance. T1hey
aire staple subjects at ail our con-
ventions. 'lic great liquor qÙaestion
is always withi us. Not a day passes
ivithout Soile relference to it froni
pulpit or i)latforni. Sabbath Observ-
ance is more interittent in its out-
burses. Sonie strong ininded coi:i
vener lias stirred the wav.ters of the
Presbyterial or Synodical geyser and
Sabbailh Observance enierg-es wital
an explosive noise, terrible at the
nmomniht, but reassuring whien its
origin is know-.. It is a sound and
nothing more.

The advocates of total abstinence
make a bette- showing in tis logo-
machy tlian do tic supporters of
Ille Jewishi Sabbath. 'lic former
have a clearly defined principle bc-
fore themi ivhich is quite capable of
justification. Thli latter seeni to
have lost their reckoning comletely.
l-ardly tvo of thein. can a.-gree cither
as to what ought to be donc- on Sun-
day or >vhat oughit nior to, be. Soinc
of 'tliem indeed are so inconsistent
tbat they have been known on occas-

ion to consuL, 'îeir own cnmifort and
convenienc~ and without h esitation
disregard their own precepts. rie
prohibitionist kiîay be righit or lie îîîay
be wron, but lie is at least consis-
tent. Intoleraîît lie olten is iii seekz-
ing to comipel ail otlb'!rs to conformi
to his self inmposed rule, but lie does
not allow lîimielf the liberty lie de-
nies to others.

Ini the niatter of Sabbath Observ-
ance we w'ant sonîetlîiîg more tlîaî
weakjerenî iads and vague î,rophecies.
Church Courts should reinmber that
iii order to legisiate wisely and well,
%%utz!d-be lawv-givers nust thorouglîly
kniow the questioni under discussion
and also lbe able to ascertain :.heir
owii nîds on the subject. li-e t
îvhat an endless variety of opinions
exists regarding the prelinîinary point
as to whether or îîot the regulations
of the jewish Sabbailî are binding
on1 iil Of modern ideas. Wlien
!îowever it comies dc»vn to concrete
exaniles contradictions beconie s0
nuniiieroui ilhat confusion is worse
coxîfounded. Leaders of th-e churcli
countenance nmusical services, the
running of clectric cars, the opeiig
nf libraies and nînscunîs, while
others condein theni. W7hien the
orthodox clergy are s0 divided îvhat
cain the general body of tlie people
do but sinile and follow their own
opinions ?

Somîe of our niinisterial gu ides tell
us that wc are far behind our fore-
fathers, iii tie malter of Sabbath ob-
servance. They declare a startling
but truc fâct. Thos! of nîi-idlc age,
who spent their youth in country
districts especially, can wcll remeni-
ber ilie iînitencss îith whlich the
too ofien dreary Sunday was regu-
lated. Trhe blinds were carefuilly
dm, wn down. It ivas a sin to ]et in
Uic brightness cf God's sunshine-
No îvalks were allowed amidst the
tbe endltz% beauties of nature-fhat
too was, a snare of thc cvii one- It
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