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ing lin a peculiar relation to himscif. The
rcdecmcd in Heaven, to mark tlieir sane-
tity, arc caflcd the ehurcli of the first-born.
Tfiis soiemu consecration of the first-born
was raicuiated to, produce a decp impression
on their minds, and to promote faniiiy reli-
gion. God afterwards ordaincd a commu-
tation hy Nvhich the tribe of Levi iras taken
to minister in hoiy tliings in the room, of
the first-born. Namu. iii. 12.

V. 3.-lemember, here menus flot only a
mental art, but such public celebration of
thc event as shouid keep it in perpetuai te-
membrance.

V. 4.-Tlie month Abib, aiso calied in
Chaidee, Nisan, correspondcd to part of
our March and .Aprii.*

Vv. 6-7.-The Israeiitcs wcere not spe-
ciaiiy enjoined te observe the feast if un-
Icavcned brcad while in the irilderness. la-
dcd, we find that they kept only one Pass-
over duriug their Nvanderings, probably
because cireumeision, which ivas a pre-rcq ui-
site, iras during that period omitted. After
thcy shonid reach the pronxiscdl land, hio%-
crer, the regular observance of the ordi-
nance iras enjoined. The care ivitli whicli
leaiven 'was te ho excluded front their diveil-
ings, iras designed to tcnch them. and us
the neccssity of sincere endeavours after
personal holincss on the part of ail those
îvho wouid worship God acceptabiy. W'e
iflust wash our bands in innocency if we,
wouid compass God's hoiy aitars.

V. S.-The Israelites were cxpressiy en-
joined te train their children in the K-now-
iedgc of ail the wonderfui workis of God.
Indeed, the annual recurrence of the Pass-
over and the feast of unieavencd bread were
admirabiy adapted te perpetuate this kucir-
ledge amnong the successive generations of
God's ehosen people.

V. 9.-The sign upon the head and the
memoriai betreen the eyes, were probabiy
oniy figurative intimations that these great
events shouid be heid in constant rement-
brarice. Se in Proverbs iii, 3, "'Bind thein
about thy neck, wrire thent upon the tables
-of thine, heart.'>' Among the Jeirs in later
times, howeter, they led te the use of the
"PIhylacewries,>' or strips of parchment with
portions of the iaw irritten on them, of
whieh our Saviour speaks. Matt. xxii. 5.

Vv. I 1-14.-The lairs disposing of the
firstiiioes of their dome-stir animais vrere
Dlot to Ue strictiy enforced tdli they reached
the promised land. After that tinte those
of dlean bousts, such as caives, lambs and
kids, if maies, irere te lie sacrificed. Ex.
xxii. 30. The firstlingsof neiean animais,
if not redeemed with a lamb, irere to be
dcstroyed. The ass alone is specificd, ho-
cause it appears to have been thc only
unecean animai at this tinte domesticatcd
by the Israeiitcsq. The phrase transiated

-"break his neck," might be more properiy
rendered cut off his Deck.

Vv. 14-16.-The frequency with which
reference is, made to, the systematic instruc-
tion of thoir children by the Israciites, ia
ireil calcniated to impress on our mainds the
importance of that duty. We en tell
our children of ail the ivonderful things
which the ebosen people lad witnessed, and
of many far more ironderful.

Vi'. 17,18.-Thedirect route fron Egypt
to Canaans woufld have occupied but live or
six days ; bat the Iscaclites ivere dispirited
by siavery, and tîxerefore unfit, irithout
previons discipline, te contend -with the
trained and wariike hosts of the Philistines.
In such a contest God, indeed, could have
given thet ie victery; but ho works ne
unneesary miracles, and iL iras therefore
bis ivili that thcy sbould bc prepared, by
the hardships and combats of the ivilder-
ness, to, encounter the Canaanitish nations.
IL iras neeessnry, also, that they shouid
cross the Rted Sea, in order that God might
fulil his promise of destroying the Egyp.
tians, and mnight sigually manifest his
ntajesty, powrer, gooduess, and hntred of
sin, lu the event. wkich occarred iu thc
wiidcrncss.

V. 19.-The rentovai of Joseph's boues
iras a fulfilment of the oath swor.i by their
fathers to, him previous to his deatb. From
the language uscd by Stephen, Acts vii. 16,
we may inter that the remains of the other
sens of Jacobi iere also, taken to Canaan.

V. 2.-There iras probabiy an interme-
diate restiug place betireen Succoth and
Ethani, wnich appear Le have been about
forty miles apart. Etham la supposed te
have been about cieven miles te the nortb-
West of Suez.

V. 21, 22.-Prom Ps. ev. 39, iL appeaa-s
that the cioudy pillar overshadowed the
irbole host of Israel by day, defcnding
thern frein the fierce heat of the sun la the
journey through the irilderness. Its base,
therefore, must have been very large,, irbile
the sumimit probabiy mountcd te, a vast
height. The whoie mass, opaque by day,
might beronte luminous by night, or an in-
teriorepDlendor, invisible by day, mightshine
through openings in the external cvrn
during the heurs of darkncss. This piliar
iras the shckinab, whieh ia the eariy rimes
ef the Jeirish ebureli, in botb the tabernacle
and the temple, ntanifestcd the presence of
God ; andi aftevwards, on the Mount of
Transfiguration &evealed the divinity of the
Saviour. Prom, Ps. xcix. 6-7, and Exod.
xxxiii. 9-I1, ire leara that Godl spake to,
the Israeiitcs out of tho cioud; and indccd,
the latter of theze passages, if the italics
be omi:Led, doclares th.at the cleud itef
spake. Front Isaiah iv. 5, 6, ire may infer
titat titis ironderful manifeetation of the
Divine giory symbolizcd the preeence of tho


