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men. The Dayspring can no longer be the
messenger of peaece to there islands, and it
will be hard for these missionaries to per-

|
{

suade the natives that they come only in -

10ve and wean to do them no injury.

It is tmpovednt to observe that the
peaceable  character  waintained by the
missionaries — their being entirvely discon-
nected from any acts of violence has hith-
erto been their chief secavity.  The san-
dal-wooid  traders have been abundantly
supplied with arms and have used them
freely, but what are the censequences.
Why, some time ago the missionavies drew
up a list of more than 300 emploved in

ment, whoever is answerable forit. The
history of missions on the South Seas ought
to have tanght all concerned to pit their
trust in the protection of him who sent
them forth, and not in any worldly power.

In looking at the great question of duty

- we must wo to the words of the great Mas-

. . |
that business who had been killed by the -

natives, and yet of the agents of the Lon-

don Missionary Society not one known as -
© fore wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”

& peaccable missionary has cver fallen a
victim to violence.  Williams and Harris
it is true were killed on Erromanga, but
it was hy mistake, aud in revenge for the
bratalitics of white men.  Mr. and Mrs.

Gordon’s death we may also observe, was |

the result of ignorance and the misrepre-
sentations of white men.  As Bishop Pat-
teson who lands freely in the midst of
the wildist savigres says, their *very de-
fencelessness is their bhest protection.”’—
With such facts before us, we cannot but
have fears for the future safety of the
missionaries and of those on hoard the /ay-

spring, such as we have never had before, |
“They that take the sword shall perish

by the sword.”  This has been illustrated
abundantly in the case of the sandal-wood
araders, and who will wonder if dangers
should surround the Dayspring, should she
ever again visit the scene of these outrages.
Already these proceedings are bearing their
natural fruit
1o white man killed on Tana, but & week
did not clapse after the visit of the man-of-
war to Port Resolation, till one was mur-
dered in cold bloed at another part of the
island.

We would not be understood as for a
moment hinting anything against the mo-
tives of those engaged in these affairs. We
helieve that all concerned were animated
by the lest intentions. We regard the
affair as simply a deplorable error in judg-

For ten years there has been

He has sent forth his servants to the
work of preaching the gospel, and has given
them directions how to act in cvery situa-
tion. He has given such directions, con-
templating their being placed in circam-
stances as perilous as any in which our
missionarvies have heen or can be, ** Behold
I send vou forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves.”  What then are you to do ? arm
yourself with sword and pistol ¢ Call in a
British man-of-war?  No, but * be ye there-

ter.

We must not be understood as not sym-
pathizing with onr missionaries in their
present situation.  We do feel deeply for
them, especially for Mr. Gordon; and it iy
becanse we feel deeply that we so profound-
ly deplore a step which must result so in-

i jurionsly to the future comfort, snceess, and

even safety of themselves and other mission-
aries who may follow,

Mr. Gordow’s situation is net without
peril, aud he should have the carnest pray-
ers of the charch.  We may observe, how-
ever, that the wars of the natives are not
such serious affairs as we might at first sup-
pose. For some grievance the people of one
tribe gather to make war on another. They
fight, and one or two men are killed ; their
revenge is satisfied, j:eace is made, and both
parties unite in a great feast over the atfair,
The crisis must have passed long cre this,
and, if his life was seriously threatened, it
would be easy for the brethren to remove
him in the Dayspring. Sucha course would
be only in accordance with the divine com-
mission, and experience has shown the
wisdom of it in certain circumstances.—
When the feclings of the natives are strong-
1y excited against the white men, and mis-
sionaries share in their prejudices, it may be
better to leave the work, for a while, in the
hands of native teachers, arainst whom
thereis not the same prejudice.  Missionaries
have no rvight to force themselves, or their



