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nances approaching 70,000 ; upwards of
25,000 of the youthful hope of the land under
religions training, and having thousands of
instruetive books placed for their perusal in
their numerous Sabbath School Libraries;
between 500 and 600 preaching statiohs,
where Christ erneified is proclaimed by (in-
cluding the Professors and Retired Minis-
ters) about 240 servants of the Lord, hesides
£ considerable munber of missionaries with-
out fixed charges, and extending over the
length and breadth of the Provinee ; more
than 400 Prayer-meetings as centees of spir-
itual influcnce and means of stivving up
sound doctrinal feelings ; and lastly, between
3,000 and 4,000 zealous and devoted office-
hearers, to take the oversight of things tem-
poral and spivitual.”

The Lecord thinks that a comparison
with other Preshytevian churches is not at
all unfavourable to that of Canada.

“In the United Presbyterian chureh, and
in the Free chureh, the averaze number of
communicants is almost precisely the same,
being in the former 291, and in the Jatter
292.7 The avernge thronghout our Hhurch
isonly about 151. In the I'veshyterian
churclies in the United States the average
munher of communicnits s mucl less than
with us.  In the Ol School chureh the
average is 90, and in the New School 93,
A comparison in regard to finaneial matters
is not at all to the discredit ofthe Canadian
chureh.  With us the averzge contribution
by each communicant. for stipend and all
ceneral objeets is 86 251 iu the Free church
it is 27s, 1031, and in the United Preshy-
terian church 24, 13d. In the Old School
Chureh in the United States the averge
contvibuiion from cach member is abont S8,
When we consider the comparatively small
nwmber of our members, it is on the whole
crcl(! Whle that our congregations do so
well.

Slavery in the Pacific

Duringe the past month the intelligence
which has reached us from the South Paci-
fie Ocean bas excited our deepest gyief and
indigmation.  The followingample conmu-
nications will Tndng Lefore our readers o se-
vics of most atrocions and (0o suecessful
tempts to ey into slavery the natives
(muny of them Chyistian) from several of
the smaller islands of the Sonth Pacific.—
These captures Bave heen made by vessels
fram the Port of Callno, Peru, with a view
of conveving the pour capiives to that coun-
try for the purpose of working in the mines.
It will be seen that, in addition to the in-
tense distress inflicted on the bereaved fami-
Ties, whose hushands, fathers, and sons have
been torn away by these bratalised men-steal-

ers, the causc of Christian Missions has been
all but destroyed in many of'the little islands
where it had arisen to strengthand fruitiul-
ness.

This mournful intelligence has produced
the strongest scusation throughout Aunstra-
lia ; wad in the several colonics public meet-
ings have been held, at which petitions and
memorials have been adopted, urging on
the British Government the necessity of
immediate measures for the repression of
this monstrous evil, and, if possible, for the
restoyation of the captives to their conntry
amd their homes.  Weeamotdo better than
give our readers some extracts from the
“ Sydney Morning Herald,”  describing
these public proceedings. .

A Public Meeting was held in Masonic
Iall, Sydney, on ‘Thursday cvening, the
18th Juncult., to protest against these enor-
mitics.

T'he Hon. John Hay, Speaker of the Le-
gislative Assembly, presided.

The following written statement was
delivered by the Rev. A W. Muray, a
missionary who has laboured in Polvnesia
for upwards of twenty-five years. 3w M.
mentioned that the principal anthorities to
which he was indebted for the fuets embo-
died in the following statement were the
Rev. Henry Nisbet and the Rev. enry
Gee, Missionavies in Samoa ; the Rev. W,
G. Lawes, Missionary on Savage Island;
J. C. Williams, Esq., 11. B. Majesty’s Con-
sl for Samoa; Captain Webster of the
« Fiving Fish;” Maka and Samuela, Na-
tive Teachers 3 and a Jetter which appeaved
in the “ Sydney Morning Hevald.”

My, M. proceeded as follows :—

“The fivst attempts to capture and
carry into slavery  natives of the istes
of the Pacifie, so far as our information
woes, wore made amonge the small islands of
the Tahitian Group, under French protee-
tion, about. twelve months since.  To the
hanour of the French authorvities in Pakiti,
they adoptad prorapt measures to put a stop
to these iniguitious procecdings.  One ves-
scl, the ¢ Mereedes Ulholy,” was seized with
over 150 natives on hoard.  Fiese, of
cotirse, were all yescued.  The vessel was
condemued mud soid, and the captain sen-
tenced 1o five years’ penal servitude, ind the
supersargo to ten. Lhese infamous men
are now undergoing their punishmenti—
Tour or five other vessels have also been
seized by tiie Freneh, and have had their
career as slavers abruptly brouglit toa close.
We are not in possession of pariiculars as to
hew they have dealt with the several vessels
they have captured.  One was atlowed to
return to Callno, kaving sold all her rice
and other provisions, so as to vender it im-
practicable for ker to procced on her voyrage
as astaver.  Tour others were beingsderair-
cd at Lahiti at the close of April, onc . §




