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THE ROSARIO AND THE NIURDERERS OF
BISHOP PATTESOH.

From a Sydney, Australin, paper of the
yth February we extract the following ac-
count of the cruise of I M. S. Rosario.
It will be read with painful intercst :—

Called at Norfolk Islaund, and from thence
procceded  to Havanah  Harbour.  The
ship’s boats went from thence to Nuna or
Montague Island, to inquire into the cir-
comstances attending the murder of the
mate and two of the crew of the cutter
Fanny.  Captain  Challis  landed, #ad
opened communication with the natives,
who refused to give up the murderers. The
bouts thercupon opened fire on them, which
the natives returned with arrows, &e.

November 15.—~The IKosario steamed
round to Nuna, and shelled the native
vitlage.

November 19, 6 a. m.—The ZRosario
anchored off Cherry Islands, and the Cap-
%ﬂ win left the ship” with a boat’s crew to
t2 make inquiries about the Marian Renny
wurder. ~ The natives were supposed to
have a boat in their possession, but the
wrf was too great to land. The natves
came down to the beach in great numbers,
wnd appeared friendly. Two chiefs came
off, and scemed to be tine intelligent fellows,
areatly resembling in appearance the New
lealanuers,  One of the chiefs was put on
the seales, and turned 18st. 'They” spoke
tut little English, and wo onderstarding
would be axrived at respecting the murder.

November 24.—A boat’s crew landed,
and saw the head chief, but could make out
mwthing. All the women had been sent
sway, and only a few men remained.
Went over the islund, which was ver
friile, and wildfowl were very plentiful.
The native huts were very roomy and clean.
Yo fire-arms were scen.  Returned to the
fi5 xhit) and sailed at 5 p. m.

3 November 29, Noon.— The Rosario
1 siesmed up to the south-eastside of Nukapu
{Swallew Group), where Bishop Patteson
$hd been murdered. Captain Chailis’s
t23 dject was to communicate. with the natives
e specting the affair ; but the ship could get

$0 nearer than a mile and three-quarters,
230 consequence of a reef which encircles the

Z2by. A boat was sent to endeavour to
Jouss the reef, and communicate with the
dusives.  The boat followed round the out-
tdeof the reef, and sbout 20 native canoes
& pproached from the inside. The Rosario s
Painthad pot to within 50 yards of the
Jamiand when the natives commenced
L 4t war dance and made other hostile
They then sent a shower of
Eiymws at the Rorario’s boat, which, how-
g2 all fell short. The boatthen returned
biatie ship to report the attack, and to ask

T

permission to return it. The boat was
ordercd to return, and the ship was cleared
for action, and opened fire with ~hell from
the 40-pounder Armstrong, and the 7in.
six and & half ton gun; while the crew of
the boat opened fire with their rifles. The
Rosario made a circuit of the island, and
when abreast of the native village fired on
it with shell at 2,300 yards. At4 p. m., it
being high water, the boats were able to
cross the reef, and four of them advanced
on the villagz with smallarms, and engaged
the natives, who kept up a continual dis-
charge of arrows; the ship sent in shell at
the range of a mile. After firing several
hundred rounds, the men landed from the
boats and drove the natives in from the
beach. 1llere one of the arrows struck
Corporal Marcus in the arm, and the
wound wfterwards proved fatal. The native
canoes were destroyed, and the seamen
pulled on 10 the village, where one of them
received two bad wounds, but ultimately
recovered from their effects. The village
proved to be very strongly fortified with
stone work, which was thrown up in front
of cach hut. In a few minutes the native
habitations were set in flames. It was
estimated that from 20 to 30 natives were
killed in the engagement. At halfpast 5
p- ™. the boats started for the ship, which
made sail for Santa Cruz. Just as the ship:
was leaving, the natives were seen at work
extinguishing the flames, but their reflection.
wasg visible for three hours after the ship-
had sailed.

An instance-of capital shooting is record--
ed on the pert of the wourded corporal,.
Marcus. Fivo natives were seen on o point
of land with their canoes, when Marcus
lodged a shell which burst in the midst of -
them, causing most terrible havoe and de-
stroying their canocs,

November 30.—Ardved off Santa Cruz,
and witnessed a native engagement; the
shore party were fighting againssthe canoes ;
the causc of quarrel could not be ascertained.
One hundred and ten native canoes came
round the vessel for trade, their favourite
articles being beads and bottles.

November 31.~The natives came on.
board if great numbexs.

December 6.—Anchored o Port Patto-
son, and communicatéd with the native.:
missionary.

December 9.—Lef¥ for Espirito Santo.

December 12.—Hsd a fine view of the
eclipse of the sun, two-thirds of which was
covered. 'The first contact was at 25
midutes to 4 p. m., greaiRdt at a quarter to
5 p. m., last contact a¢ ¥Q minutes to 6 p.m.

December 15.—Anchpred at Cape Lis-
bon, and inquired of Mr. Goodwill respect-
ing the murderers of ‘thd" crew of the New
Zealand craft, the WBdDuck.

December 16\~~Lgpded at the village,.




