Tarbox?" says he after be had palied &
while at nis cigar,

“'d make a spreadeagle of him if 1 had
my way,’ suys 1,

" “All that yarn nbout hi« having gone
a-tishing can't be trae,” says the Cuptr ing

** *My notion is," suys 1, ‘that the fellow
stole a boat from « ship that can't be very
far from us. He caleulated that he way
vear theNewfonndiand ¢, ast.and he didn't
have time to lay in auy p1oision lu.-p-mx
of .

“** How’s & man goiug to steal a ship's
boat ut seat' asked Praty, Vere all hands
asleep when he lowered her away

"0t aiu't my busines to expluin the qe
tails of ecrnnes,’ says L. ‘He's a thief as
well as a liar, and if 'y not mistaken, he
called yon Sprat.’

" That hit the old man where be lived,
for he was mighty prond of his name,

‘I'don’t like the man. ' says he ‘but what
he said about piracy sounded a littlealarm
ing. I'ma family man, if ) ket into tron -
ble I shall lose my ship,’

""" That tatk about piracy was all rub-
bish,' says 1. The hoat wasn’t his, for he
stole ber. and if ne didn’t consent to come
aboard here it was becanse e was too
drunk to speak. Leave him to me and I']]
prewmise to have him in the fo'c’sle inside
of *en minnies, doing his work, and giy-
In" us no cheek beyond the ordinary!

©Wait till after dinner,’ says Pratt,
perhaps the poor chap is a lunatie, and
the best thing we can do is to bhumor
bim. It's a great afiction toJoe a lunatic,
and mebbe when he's had a good dinner
he'll come to his senses and remember my
name,’

') 'Please yourself,’ says . This is your
shp, nd 1’11 try to keep my hands off the
scoundrel unless he géte too insulting to
live *

When dinner came Barrows cewmo out
of his room and sat down opposite to me,
and began sneering at the victuals Nei-
ther of us said anything to him bar when
he ordered brandy Pratt braced anp and
siid that no wines nor liquors counld e
served to passengers unless they were paid
for on the spot. The fellow growled, and

i4¢ remarks about old women, but he
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conidn’t help himsel, When he orderad
a cigar Pratt handed him one of his own,
for he was that tender-hearted that he
couldo’t’ see a fellow-creatture saffering
for tobaceo,

"' *Mind yoo send a box of thuse into
ey room, Sprat!’ says the man after he
bad lit s CIRAT, and that was al) the
thanks Pratt got for his kindness,

"' ‘He went on deck aftter dinner, leay-
tugSBarrows below. Pratt was feeling
gloomy at having beer called ‘Sprat’ g se-
cond time, und | took pity on hiwm,

"' 'See here, sir’, said ). ‘I'm going to
have that fellow ont of the cabin in double
quick time, if you give me permission,’

' ‘But there mustn't be any violence
used,’ saye Pratt, ‘He may be a lunatic
after all.’ 8o | Promised not to gge any
violence, and 1 went back to the cabin
where Burrows was sitting with his cigar
in bis moath and his feet on the table,

" 'Snys 1: *Yon're smart liar, but yon
forgot one thing when you told that yarn
about going a-fishing!’

'%hat did | forget?’ says he,

** *You forgot that | koew the boat we
took yon out of, That was a bhoat that
You stole from the Swallow-tail liner
Eagle not two days ago

' ‘That's a lie!" gaid he. Bat 1 could
see from the look of him that 1 had hig
the mark,

'* ‘The Eagle will be in port about the
same time as ourselves,’ says |, ‘and 1 ']
hand you over to the police for stealingthe
Eagle's boat the mowent we are berthed,
In the meantime you’ll go forrard and turn
to, and if you don't do your duty, and if
you give the officers any of your cheek,
vou'll go to hospital for a spell before ,on
¥0 to gaol!’

' You're A gang of pirates,’ says he,
‘and I'll have the law on yon if 1 get to
New York alive,’

" *Which yon probably won't do, unless
You pat a stopper on yonr tongue,’ says 1
‘Now get up and go forrard, w here yon
belong or take a licking right here !’

**The fellow glared at me a minute, and
seeing that I meant business, got up with
out a word and went forrard. Wa qidn't
have r.ach tronble with him daring the




