
THE LAMP.

we have ive know that none are too k>«
nor too evil to enter upon the upward

path. Many lives rnay be necessary to
purify nien's hearts and minds, and to
turn thern to the way of peace, but as
birth after birth the soul returns to the
land of its adoption the lesson is
learned. 1'I would not, brethren, have
you ignorant of this lnystery, lest ye be
wise in your own conceits, that a liard-
ening in part bath befallen Israel, until
the pleromna of the nations be corne in,
and so shiail ail llsrael be saved.>
(Romans xi : 25-26).

After the events of II. Samiuel xi,
David is said to have wvritten the present
psalm, and also the li, xxxiii, and CHLi
From. the literary point of view this
would be sufficient atonement in our
degenerate days, when no special dlaim
of inspiration is made for a great poet.
"lAs an angel of God, so is my lord the
king to discern good and b)ad," said the
wvornan of Tekioah, a fewv years later
(1I. Samluel, xiv:' 17), and this viewv
seenis to have been popular with David
himiself, as Nephilibosheth ad.opts it as a
conciliatory speech (xix: 27). The later
life of l)avid certainly presents iii its
leading features a more reputable career
than the first twventy years of bis reigu.
David had at least the honesty to con-
fess his sins, and did flot try to appear
more virtuous than he wvas. lIn the
recognîition of one's weaknesses there is
the first elemnent of reforni.

No SPIRITUAL. and psychic evolution
is possible on earth-the lowest and
ii-ost material plane-fèr one NiLo on
that Iplanie, at ail events, is inherently
pe;Jcýct and cannoe accumulate eilher
ment or demierit.-Secret Doctrine, o.e.,
hQZ2f 3

THE Ct'RSE of lifr is tyreat, yet how
fe;v are those nien, outside some Hindu
and Sufi mystics, who would exchange
ail the tortures of conscious life, ail the
evils of a responsible existence, for the
unconscious perfection of a passive
(objectively) in-co;iporczl being, or even
the universal static lInertia personificd
in Brahma during bis 1' night's " rest.-

HIOW TO aPmaK IN PUBLIC.

The most important thing for the
theosophical speaker to remnemb)er is the
fact that he is supposed to have some-
thing to tell his audience whicix w'ill 1)e
of interest or of service to them, and
that Nvhat the people ire really interest-
ed in is the knowledge or information
which the), are to be given, a nd only to
a relative extent ini the persen who gives
it. lIt is true, of course, that certaii'
speak-ers corne, after a time, to possess
ain in-erest for the public derived fromi
their message, but this personal popu-
larity iýz purely secondary and resultant.
A perfect stranger will interest an
audience by the pover of his own inter-
est in and cornmand of his subject,
quite as readily or more so than a
failiiar and favourite speaky And
there is also the demnagogic exception,
the outcorne of the desire existing in

at be led around without reasoni
or judgn-ment tby those whomn they cen-
ceive to be leaders. And to suclh as
these, by that method, it is inconceiv-
able that the theosophist should wishi to
alppeal.

lit should be clear therefore that ail
personal considerati ons may be aban-
doned at the outset. Possessing know-
ledge, howvever liimited, but accurate;
clear convictions ; a thorough under-
standing of the means by which such
knoivledge and conviction wvas attained ;
and an assurance of its usefulness and
beniefit for others ; it only remnains to
icquire facility in presenting one's ideas
in order to lake part in platform wvork.

lIt is necessary thus to dwell on the
idea of personality, because it is always
the greatest l)arrier to success. The
young speaker wonders what people
think of his manner, of hiS accent or
arammivr, of his Lrestures or want of
thei of his general appearance, and so
forth, when ail the tinie the people are
neyer. giving hini a thought, b)ut are
occupied -with t'ne new ideas with which
lie should himiself be entirely engrossed.

Ail nervousness on the pla-tforml is
really rooted iii this thought of the
personality. Speaking in public for the
first time, men generally fear the sound
of their own voices as tuey fear nothingr
else. Such people should read in public


