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points where no opinion lias been expressed, I shial endeavor to
treat the subjeet and the views of otiiers in ail f.airness, and shall
bc satibiied if those wlw differ from me shall ackiioledgYe that
I have hîonestly sought the truth.

In the first place, we should have a clear apprehlension of the
intent or aim of Geolog ical Science. It bas been often said, that
Getology is a Aistory, the records of whicli arý written in the
rocks : and such is its highest deyiartment.Buists lay

appreciated ? If so, why do we find text-books, even the one
highest in authority in the Enghishi language, written baeck end
foreinost,-ike a llistory of England eominencing with the r-eigan
of Victoria. In history, the phases of' every age are deeply
rooted in the preceding, and intimately dependent on the wvhole
past. There is a literai unfo.ldingr of events as tiine moves on,
and this is eminently truc of Geology.

Geology is not simply the science of rocks, for rocks are but
incidents iii the earth*s history, and inay or rnay not have been
the aine iii dibtaîît places. It has its more exalted end,-even
the stud.y of the progrress of life froi its earliest dawu to, the
appearauce of inan ; and instead of sayingy that fossils are of use
to deterînine rocks, we should ratier say that the rocks are of
use for tlîe display of the succession of fossils. Both statements
are correct; but the latter is the fundamental. truth in the science.

From the~ progress of life, geological tinie derives its division
into Ag'3s, as lias been so beautifully exhibited by Agassiz. The
successive phases ini tie progress of lifé, are the great steps in
the earth's history. «What if in one country the rocks makze a
consecutive beries without any marked interruption between twvo
of these g'reat agres, while there is a break or convenient starting
point iu anothier; does this alter the actualitv of the agres ? It is
only hike a book without chapters in one case, and with arbitray
sections in anothier. Again, what if the events characteristie of
an age-that is, iii Guulogy, the races of plants or animas-
appear to soine extent in the precedingr and followving agss

thiat they thus blead witli one atiotlier? It is but an illustration
of the prineiple just stated, that lime is oze. Ages liave their
progressiN e developmnent, flowing partly ont of earlier time, and
casting- thecir lighits and shadowvs into the far future. We dis-
tingruisli the agus by the culnmination of their grand characteristics,
as we would mark a wave by its crest.
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