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Among tise closiug days of last May a1 nesv as socia-
tion for scientific: and literary purposes 'vas inauigurated at
Ottawa, under the namne of tise Royal Society of Canada. This
is the second institution for tise promotion of bigher culture in
the Dominion iwhicis oives ils origin 10 the present Governor-
General. Amid the socia! excitement in prospect of a general
election, and under lise pressure of tise induistrial occupations
%isich arc pecuiiarly urgent during our early suimmer, lthe nicet-
ing of the Royal Society could attract but a linsited attention
throughout tise cotuntry. Indeed, ne'tler the î%cademf nor the
Royal Society can generally expcct to be invested with n-sncb
interest or importance in the eyes cither of tise industrial. classes
or of the mere professional politicians. Tise action, tiserefore,
of tise Governor.General in estabiisising these associations has
eitiser passed aitogether unnoticed b>' tise popular newsniongers,
or been bclitted by a depreciatory recognition of ils import.
It is truc that. the condition of a yossng country prevenîs such
associations fromn exbibiting, in the roll of tiseir membership, a
formidable array of celebrated namnes; but no country is too
youing to make a beginning in tise association of ils people for
the advancement of tise higiser aims of istman life. If thc
Academny and tise Royal Society must pass througis a day of
smail tbings, in îvhicb their proceedings ma>' be at times tise
subject of jest to enemies and of discouiragement to friends,
the>' will only obey the universal law of growyth. But il is of
infinite valuie to, any community t0 be resninded perpetual>'
that its life consists not in tise tisings wviicis it possesses, tisat
men are richer b>' wisat the>' are than by rebat lise>' have; and
tise rime may come ivhen tise isistorian of Canada ivili record,
as amnong the mos: important evenîs of tisis generation, tise
fact that its Govemnor-General started two associations for tise
promotion of scientifie and literary and artistie ctulture among
ils people.

Tise speech of tise President of the Bank of Moîstreai at tbe
recent gencral meeting of shareholders drew attention to lise
slartling fact, tisat, whiereas in z85. immediately hefore tbe
late financial crash, tise aggregate discounts of Canadian baniks
amounted to $a6o,ooo,ooo, tiscy -have nowre raciscd the
enormous expansion of $x76,ooo,ooo. Tise General Manager
of tise Mýercisans. Bank, on a similar occasion, diveit reiti equat
seriousness on thc warning wisicb various symptonas reveal in
regard to tise financial outlook of Canada. Tise whiole country
is indcbted to, these eminent financiers, flot onfy for tise timel>'
alarm, rhicis tbey bave soundcd, but still more for lise con-
fidence Uic>' inspire in tise policy of our leadinc, banlts ivitis
reference to tis- furtiser expansion of discouints. At least it is
to-be boped tisat tise tone of botis speakers is indicative of their
determination to preveît: tiseir banks frona encouraging exces-
-sive importation, but more especiai>' tisat cxccss of domnesîic
production wlsich is 100 likel>' t0 be stimuiaîcd b>' tise. receùt

general elec.ion. Thle prudence of bank managers may doa
more than any goveruimental policy to secure tise financial
prosperity of tise country, and may even neutralize somne of thse
evils w~hich our present fiscal systeni is calculated to produce.

Granting even the absurdity that manufactures would perisi
froni the soil of Canada under a Free l'rade régime, are tise
interests of the manuifacturers identical reitis thosc of the nation
as a whole ? In rebat ratio do they stand to tise otiser indus-
tries of tic country ? WViat proportion do tisey contribute to
its trade and commerce, tiserefore to ils wealth ? 'Iake tise
Export Trade, tise fairest criterion of al], and hiosv does the
malter stand ? For tic year fromn ast May, 188o, to 3otil April,
r88r (the sast year's figures are not before us) tise Exports ivere
as follores, vîz. :

r. Pioduce c the maine ...... ..... $ z,696,674
2. c lI Fi-eries ........ 6,62o,488
3. diI lForest ............ 24,802,o64
4. Animis and their produce.....21,970,426
5. Agricultural producis ........... 31,972,643
6. Manufactures .................. 4104491
7. Miscellanrous ................... 854,040

Total .......... $92,020,826

That is to say, that of the rehole Expoî trade of the country,
manufactures represent 4j/2 per ceent Otut of every $aoo of
exported goods, the mantifacturers, se. -$4.50 1 1 The home
market is a common factor, and need not be taken into, account.
In face of such facts, hie wsould be a man of no ordinary audit-
city, who claimed tisat the manufacturing interest wvas so impor-
tant that ail the ocher interests of the country inust be sacrificed
to it ; or that the intercsts, after ail relativeiy of a ver>' fewý
individuals, were identical with tisose of tise country asa wvho1c.
It is incredibie that Lumbermen, Farmers, Agriculturisîs and
those e.ngaged ini the Mines and Fisheries, as wcil as the work-
ing mren of tise large cities, ail of whomn i is impossible for
Goverrnment t0 protect, sbould submnit to the annoyance and
injustice of a systemn by which they are being robbed In order
that a few favoured individuals may speedily esmass a fortune.

0f ail the metisods ever suggeýsted to solve a problem in
economical sclence, that adopted by the late House of Commons
in Oîttwa is probab>' the simplest and most original. It bas
been usuaily taken for granted :iat tisose ieho have spent their
lives in the study of a science are thse miost competent men to
give advice on an>' question involving the application of its
principles. Parliamentary Committees have, therefore, never
hesitated to appiy to, medicai men befôre legislating on questions
affecting thse public healtis, or to seek the assistance of scientific
engineers in thse construction of great public works; and the
lawyers of tise I{ouse would be justly indignant if the opinions
of laymen reere. preferrc-d tà their oren in any i «eforn of jurispru-
dence. .But the House evidently rt,$-rded-this method as alto-
getiser inapplicable to the solution of our ecc'nomical difficulties.


