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obligation unless we are in the habit ence lias dcmonstratcd the folIy and
of placing the truth before our fel- inisclîevous tendency of sucl corrup-
low-creatures, and directly appeal- tions. They have furnislicd couve-
ing to their consciences; unless our nient inlets to ambition and hypocrisy;
children, our servants, our friends, but tiey bave rendcred immense dis-
relatives, and neighbours, are remind- service to religion, by preventing
ed by us of their perilous state as naukind froin diseerning lier truc
sinners against God, instructed in excellence, and supplying plausible
the vay of salvation, and so plied pretexts for infidelity. It is iinpos-
with the warnings and invitations of sible that such a state cf tlings eau
the gospel as to be left entirely with- long remain. In proportion as thi
ont excuse. These are the duties word of God regains us autbority,
connected with the present aspect of these abuses must fali, and in tle
the times, with regard to benevolent brigltness of the iuillenial day, te
exertion. wlih ve are fast approaching, tley

The triuimphs of religious freedmn vili vanisl as darkness beforn the
are to be ranked among the most sun. Yet a little wlile, and v'e shah
favourable signs of the tines. Per- sec Chrirtianity enjoying dho fair
secution is now unknown, except in trial of ler powers, disencumbered
the form of those petty vexations, of useless ornaments, antrarnmelled
whiclh penal statutes can hardly reacli, with the burdensome arniur of penal
and %Vhich happily betray the aggres- laws, and Itravailing in the great-
sor's weakness as well as his malice. ness of lier strength," to the utter
The government of our country is discoinfiture of ail opposers: like the
conducted on the acknowledged prin- powerful nation described by our in-
ciple that " all good subjects ouglit mortal poet, Irousing herseif as a
to possess equal rights." Religions strong man after sloep, z.d shaking
opinions and practices are no longer ler invincible locks-as an eagle
regarded as qualifications for political muîng lier mighty youth, and kind-
office, and universal freedom is be- ling her undazzled eyes at the fuit
come the law of the empire. nid-day beain; purging and unscal-

Believing that our Saviour's king- ing her long-abused sight at the fonn-
dom is "not of this world," and that tain itself of heavenly radiance; while
ail coercive iensures are î:tterlv n- the whole noise of timorous and fock-
consistent with the principlesmand ing birds, with tose aisu that love
spirit of lus gospel, ive cannot but tlîe twiliglit, fliiter about, arnazed at
conteauplate these events %itl joy whiat she mean f.r" *
and thankflness. We are taugbt Christianshe it is ours t e share in
tmnt "l te weapons cf our warfire these bloodiess triomphs, by pposing
-ire net carnai ;" and ive kno% tlat with ail our aight whatever is incon-
religion disdains the feeble and incon- 1sistent îvitlh a pure and spiritual reli-
gruous aid cf worldly power. 'The 1 ion Let us carefmnlly investigate
trappings cf courts de but cunceal 1the iwspired records cf Christianity,
ber beautv, and the array cf the war- 1 whence only we eau derive acenrate
rior oniy*impedes hier niarcl. Toc views cf the gospel, and cf the
long lias C3lristianity been prostituted divi.nd-y appointed. neans for its pro-
te purposes cf eartbly policy, a ri mulgation. Le us detemmine te in-
used as an appendage te the state. Istitute a most rigid scrutiny into eyu
Mca bave thought te do hier boueur ýesY etms and practices, and if we dis-
by invcsting ber witlî the iîisignia cf 1 cov4r. y C hing restrictive, intolerant,
etrpire, aof giving her denumer ande

lwealts, and patronage. But experi-g
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