
ORIGINAL COMMUNCATIOlXS.

about 40 minutes had elapsed since the acid had been swallowed. I
found her pale and perfectly collapsed, cold skin, no pulse at the wrists,
and the action of the heart feeble and indistinct. The first effect of the

poison had been to prostrate all the powers of life nearly to extinction.
Milk and oil were first injected into the stomach and quickly withdrawn,
but the appearance presented, destroyed all hope ; it was dark, grurnous-
looking blood, mixed with a shred like filamentous substance. Oil, chalk,
and carbonate of inagnesia were freely used, with a view to neutralize
the acid or blunt its action. Some re-action came on in about an hour, when
her sufferings became dreadful to witness; she could scarcely be held in

bed, her mind had cleared at once, and " she wondered what could have
made her do it," and then " she was burning alive," were expressions
incessantly uttered; she could, and did, swallow every thing that was
offered to her, till delirium and coma closed the scene.

The body was carefully examined the next day, about 20 hours after
death, and it is quite a hopeless task to give an adequate idea, by any
description, of what we saw. The whole of the forepart of the stomach,
tliat is, its greater curvature was destroyed, and fluid of the same appear-
ance as that drawn up by the first action of the stomach pump, was on the
surface of the intestines, and welled up from amonget their convolutions.
The omentum was to a great extent in shreds, the back part of the
stomach was likewise injured and look charred, but in a less degree, the
food, (and she had dined heartily at noon,) was pushed toward, and lay at
and near, the Pylorus. I apprehend, that the mass of food prevented
the immediate contact of the acid, and thus accounted for its different
state of disorganization ; the great arch of the colon, where in contact

with;the stomach and omentum, was in some trifling degree affected. The

stomach was literally di&ived in Sulphuri Acid; one or two drops

from the scalpel fell upon some linen, and a hole, through which the

finger could be thrust, was quickly made, showing how active this power-
ful acid still was. Doubtless the acid had continued to destroy the texture
of all parts it came in contact with. Even after death, but much of the dis-

organization,that we witnessed,had been effected by this destructive agent
in the three hours that intervened between the time of ber swallowing
it, 3 P. m., and 6 P. m. the hour she died.

It is pretty evident, that no plan of treatment could have been adopted

in this sad case with any chance of success, either with a view to with-

draw the acid before it had time to work irreparable injury, or to net,-
tralize it. There was a well marked excoriation at each angle of
the mouth and beneath the chin, much more apparent afier death.

The. inside of the mouth and lips were of a dead white, as if burnt by

a hot iron.
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