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Thursday, s everyoue knows, tiie rain cime
down henvily sl forenoon, but yesterday morn-
iag . small party, inctuding a couple of repre-
sentatives from T 'he News, Insg}eclm' Newhull,
who acted ag time-keepgr, W. E. Riley, W. M,
Milligan, and others assembled in ¢ Queen’s
Park, Precisely at 8.80 the hamper was ogened.
The birds did not pause an instant. Led by one
of thie oldest cocks—nearly all of the birds are
quite yonng—the flock, without clreling as is
usually the cnse. took straight away aver the
treew, and before one eould draw asceond breath
were out of sight. They slarted very strongly.
hut as they had to face 4 vory strong wesl wind,
which blew all mornitig, it wnas not expected
that fast time would be made. Yet. notwith
standing the strong wind five of the birds reach-
ed Strathroy in & bunch at 12.39, having cover-
ed the 141 miles in one minute less than four
hours, rather better time than is made on th2
Grund Trunk railway.

Mr. Fullerton states that ie has always found
that when his birds are first Jiberated near o large
body of water they become confused, never
make good time, und a number are lost.  Yester-
day morning they started fairly cnough, and
made gnod time, cverything taken into consider-
ation, but whether sll arrived safely or not we
have not yet been advised.

There is a great difference of opinion amoag
fanciers as to whether the birds are guided by
sight or instinet in their flight for home, and
many incidents are recorded to prove each
thoery. Mr. Fullerton’s opinion is that the in-
stinet is strong no doubt, but that sight is the
principal factor, backed with a great love for
hnme and indomnitable pe severence.— Toronto
News, August 2nd., 1884,

Fifteen of the birds were home before 6 o'clock
on the evening of the day liberated, and two more
eprly next morning ; three have not returned.

On Monday morning, the 11th inst, the cighteen
birds that returned were liberated at Bowmanville
by Mr.J. H. Pearce. Although the weather was
veported quite clear at Bowmarnville it was very
hazy in the west, and the birds did not do well.
They were started at 8 o'clock, but as it was not
oxpected that they would be liberated that day no
watch was kept, and exact t'me of arrival is not
known, but five were found in the loft at 12
o'clock, and thirteen have arrived to date, the 14th,
As nearly all the absentees are the oldest birds, it
is expected that they will refurn as soon as the
weather becomes clear. Since Monday the wea-
ther has been very hazy.

Egditor Review.
1t may inferest the readers of your valuable
paper to Jearn that.on July 2nd I received per
gteamer ¢ State of Indiana,’ nine Jacobius, consist-
ing of four blacke, tio whites, one yellew, one red
apd one splashed, all from the lofts of Mr. Harry
Jeffery, of Belfast, Ireland. They arrived safely,
in finc condition, and sre es good a lot of birds as
1 ever imported.
The biecding scason here in the States has been

oxcordingly hard on raisibg many youngsters,
owing to the changenblo weather, but when I com-
pare my owa success with my brother fanciers, I
find I have dono romarkably well,

. Geo. E. PEER.
.Rochester, N, Y., July 20th, 1834.

Exporienco.

s

Editor Reviow.
We hear much said and written about hatchung

and raising chickens that Is superficial and mis-
leading, becauso prematurs, I have paid dearly
for hasty conclusions and too casily believing the
80 called experience of othurs. To explain what L
niean, let me pgive the results of three years experi-
menting with methods of hatchirg and chicken
raising. My expecriments have been in the direc-
tion of ascerlaining if there were any especial
modes of nest makiug, chicken feeding, and not
lenst, of caring for fowl so as to ensure fertile egas
and vigorous atock or chicks.

1 As to nests. The earth thoery is not only no
better than many—or any—other ways, but is
worse ihan most. The earth dries and becomes so
hard that the eggs are too rapidly dried, and in
many instances are sinashed by the weight of the
hen pressing the eggs or the unyielding earth. I
lost scores of eggs in this way one scason. I have
found that & nest of straw—suft straw—with the
bottom layer well packed and made moist, is, so
far as nest influence affect the egys, the nicest kind
to make.

Again I find that -an open square nest, 15 by 18
inches aud 5 inches decp, bottomless, placed in a
room 3 by 5 feet is the sine qua non. Inabox the
hen is more or less cramped—I mean a box nest
in which she is supposed to lay and batch. In an

and cramnp her. Place a nest box such as are ad-
vocated (I have used maay kinds) in position,
hanging on the wall, perhaps. It is, we will say,
15 by 16 inches on the bottom, 12 inches front and
15 inches at back, slope roof. This is as gecod a
nest and shape for nesting as can be made, Let
the hen set to work to Lintch; alongside place on
the floor my open box as noted above, and set a
hernon it, Now watch the two hens when coming
off and getting on ; sece how much easier atd with
what little disturbing of eggs the hen on open nest
work to the other. Then you can handle her and
her nest much easier. In a wall room coop, about
23 or 3 feet.decp, and 4 to 5 long with one part of
the front dark and the other wire, and your nestin
onc corner of the floor of coop, and you have the
ne¢ plus ultra of hatching nest method. Your hen
isconcealed. She gets on, not in, her nest. The
wire front attracts her from the nest when she, be-
ing off to feed, is fidgety, and she docs not tramp

open nest ghe has no upper confinersent to annoy -




