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Thursday, as overyoro knows, tie rain came
dnwn heavily al. forenoon, but yosterday morn-

ag small party, ioeludlng a couple of repre-
denùtativea frôtu Thô .Y2,tés, Inspeetor Xewlitll,
who acted as time-keeper, W. E. Bllev, W. M,
Millgan, and others essembled in the Queen's
Park. Precisely at 8.80 the hi4mperwas opened.
The birds did not pause an Instant. Led yone
of the oldest coeks-natily aIl of thô birds are
quite young-the floek, withoult circling as is
usually the case. took straight away obver the
trees, and before one coulddraw aseçond, breath
were out of sight. They started very strongly.
but as they harl ta fac'' À vry' strong wegt wind,
which blew all mortitisg. it -vas -not expected
that fast time wnuld be ma:ie. Yet. notwith
standing the strong wind five of the birds reach.
Md Straitlhroy in a buneh at 12.39, havinig cover-
cd the 141 miles in one minute less than four
hours. rather better tims than is made on th3
Grand Tank rallway.

Gr. Fullerton states that lie has always found
that when his birds are first liberated near a large
body of vater they become confuser, never
make good time. and a number are lost. Yester-
day morning they started fairly enouglh, and
made go)od time, everything taken into consider-
ation, but whether all arrived safely or not we
have not yet been advised.

There is a greaLt difference of opinion amo g
fanciers as to whether the birds are guided by
sight o- instinct in their fi lit for home, and
many incidents are recorded to prove ci
thoery. Mr. Fullerton's opinion is that the in-
stinet le strong no doubt, but that siglt is the
principal factor, backed with a great love for
lomwe and indomnitable pe:severence.- Toronto
Nws, August 2nd., 1881.

i'ifteen of the birds were home before 6 o'clock
on the evening of the day Jiberated, and two more
enrly next morning; three bave not returned.

On Monday morning, the 1lth inst,the eighteen
birds that returned were liberated at Bowmanville
by Mr. J. H. Pearce. Although the weather was
reported quite clear at Bowmativille it was very
hazy in the west, and the birds did not do well.
They were started at 8 o'clock, but as it was not
expected that they would be liberated that day no
watch was kept, and exact time of arrivàl is not
knQwn, but five were found in the loft at 12
o'clock, and thirteen bave arrived to date, the 14th.
As nearly all the absentees are the oldest birds, it
is expected that they will return as soon as the
weather becomes clear. Since Monday the wea-
ther has been very hazy.

gditor Review.
It may inerect the readers of your valuable

paper to learr that -on July 2nd I received per
steamer. i State of Indiaina" nine Jacobins, consist-
ing of four blacks, two whites, one yellew, one red
aqd ene splashed, ail from tise lofts of Mr. Harry
Jefery, of Belfast, Ireland. They arrived safely,
in fine condition, and are es good a lot of birds as
I ever imported.

The bieeding season here in the States ias been

exccedingly bard on raisiing sany youngsters,
owing to the changeable weather, but when I com-
pare my own surccss with my brother fanciers, I
find I have dono remarkably well.

UEO. e. rEn.
.ochester, N. Y., July 20th, 18 34.

Exporienc o.

editor Review.
We hear much said and written about hatchmng

and raising chickens that is superficial and mis-
leading, because premature. I have paid dearly
for hnsty ceniclusions and too easily believing the
so called expeiience of oth,'rs. To explain what I
niean, let me give the results of three years experi-
menting with methods of hatchirg and chicken
rai8ing. My experiments have been in the direc-
tion of ascertaininh if there were any especial
modes of nest makiî.g, chicken feeding. and not
least, of caring for fowl so as to ensure fertile eggs
and vigorous stock or chicks.

1 As to nests. The earflt thoozy is not only no
better than nany-or any-other ways, but is
worse ;han most. The earth dries and becomes so
hard that the eggs are too rapidly dried, and in
many instances are snashed by the weight of the
hen pressing the eggs or the unyielding earth. I
lost scores of eggs in this way one scason. I bave
found that a nest of straw-suft traw--with the
bottom layer well packed and made moist, is, so
far as nest influence affect the eggs, the nicest kind
to make.

Again I find that an open square nest, 15 by 16
inches and 5 inches deep, bottomless, placed in a
room 3 by 5 feet is the sine qua non. In a box the
lien is more or less cramped-I mean a box nest
in which she is supposed to lay and hatch. In an
open nest she bas no upper confinement to annoy
and crauip her. Place a nest box such as are ad-
vocated (I have used many kinds) in position,
hanging on the wall, perhaps. It its, we will say,
15 by 16 inches on the bottom,12 inches front and
15 inches at back, slope roof. This is as good a
nest and shape for nesting as can be made. Let
the ben set to work to hatch; alongside place on
the floor my open box as noted above, and set a
hien on it. Now watch the twohens when coming
off and getting on; see how mueh easier ar.d with
what little disturbing of eggs the hen on open nest
work to the other. Then yQu can handle her and
her nest much ea3ir. In a wall room coop, about
2 or 3 feet deep, and 4 to 5 long with one part of
the front dark and the other wire, and your nest; in
onc corner of the floor of coop, and you bave the
ne plus ultra of hatching nest methòd. Your hen
is concealed. She gets on, not in, her nest. The
wire front attracts ber from the nest when she, be-
ing off to feed, is fidgety, and she docs not tramp

1177

1


