- Jack, Larkms Van Boy.‘",“t-

‘(By R Stansby Williams, ‘In- ‘Temperance
R Record ’) ;

That was his name and occupa:tlon As
for: his appearance, he was a stout,’ actwe
lad of about fourteen years -of age, w1th
“fair ‘hair, blue eyes, and round, fresh-col-
- ored face; just the sort of lad that would
‘gome. day -grow up to be a big, stalwart

fellow, a thorough descendant of - those ol

. Se.xons, who, as the’ history - books tell us,
.. drove the native Britons before them to
seek’ retuge among ‘the stormy hills of
‘Wales.’ -

Jack’s knowledge of his Saxon ancestors‘
was confined to what he-had picked up in
his progress from the -fitst to the 'sixth
standard at Gordon-street School.
‘been rather slow progress, for our friend

Jack was not counted among the sharpest’

-or quickest of ‘the little lads who werse
gathered round Mr., Graham, the head-
‘master - there.  But, mevertheless, the
" master was very well satisiied

Having passed ‘the sixth standard and

reached {he seventh, Jack first of all putj

his name down for balf-time, and then,
after a few months as erranc boy at a shop
pear his mother’s house, managed to get
taken on by a large firm ol carriers, whose
vans and wagons are known all’
London,

' “He began with an odd job now and then,’
but was soon engaged as van-boy. * His
work was to help the men in charge of the
van, and to look after.the goods if they
had to leave it for a time. Now .this kind
of life suited Jack remarkably well,. There
was plenty to do, hard work -perhaps;
work. that required‘all his strength, but he

- ‘didn’t mind tha.t He was strong for his-

yea.rs, and rather enjoyed pulling and drag-
ging heavy boxes and crates; it was to him
what chmbing trees is to the country “boy,
-and  hauling ropes is to the boy at sea..
And it'was as well that Jack liked his work,
for it was by no means easy. He was. out
in all weathers, and’ though he managed to
get enough to eat, his ways of getting it

were ‘sometimes not at all to his.liking.

.Generally he had to eat his bread and
cheese or bread and meat either in the van,
jolting along a stony road, or while waiting
in charge while the carman took his own
meals.
. The men, of course, were very different in
their ways to him. The greater number of
them were rough, but not unkindly fellows,
fond of a lark, without troubling whether
- the ‘lark’ interfered with other -people's
comtort or not. One or two were -posi-
tively cruel; but, on the other hand, one
.or two were Kkindly, = well-behaved and
steady men, with whom it was a pleasure
to be working. So‘Jack had a succession
of masters, but honestly did ‘his ‘best to
please all, and as hé had them only one at a
" time, he generally succeeded in doing so.
There was one, however, whom he could
not satisfy, however much he tried, who
. was constantly finding fault and grumbling,
whother Jack did his best or not. And so
the lad got discouraged, and now and then
gave up trying. :
" ¢« Where’s the use?’ he gaid to his special
. ¢chum, Tom Halliday. ‘Jim’s always at .it,
grumbling and growling.’

Tom picked up a straw and stuck 1t in
the corner of his mouth, a sign he was
thinking ‘deeply. He took his time, as a
rule, before giving an opinion

‘Well,” he said, at last,.
with Jim every’ day—'

‘Y am three days out o' six;’ retorted

" Jack, not much comforted as yet.
- ¢Three days out o’ 8ix ain’t all the week
rejoined T.m. ‘Look ’ere, Jack, and he

you a1nt on

It had-

over
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turned to his triend ‘don't you be a duffer. j-.-by' way of encouragement when he had s g
- You're a thinkin" o’ givin up,-that’s’ what,;
“not,-‘and “it-did ' ‘not. -
-morning of a cold, wintry, frosty- day, Jack

" was at-his post ‘as’usual, looking out. for
.a chance of- gettlng, if’ possmle, along with
“ oneof the’ better-tempered men.. But all
~the boys ‘vere just as eager to get with their - -
~gpecial favorites ‘as Jack was.  Mr - Carson
- was ‘standing : at -the door. of 'his’ oﬁice,
~wrapped in -a heavy -overcoat, - his ’thin,
L sharp’ face lookmg redder ‘than: ever, ‘and

,'you re drivin* at* Don't you. be a duffer.”
: ‘But ‘I can't: please J1m, nohow, do’ as I
‘may." said Jack." :
‘P'raps not,’ Tom answered ‘Never you
mind, you -just ‘hold on. Jim .can't  sack
‘you. It’s only Mr. Carson’ the ‘yard” man-

ager-— as can do that. . You just ‘hold- on .

"« Bat-Jim’s a regular brute; It's a cuff or
a kick: when. he’s put out- about anything
He give me- z- .crack the’ other  day'as

knocked me nearly to the other ‘end: of the g
" as he told off the namies, as, one by one,

“Well I don't know as .

’

van.
. Tom . whistled. »
. yow're called on', to .stand - that,’ he .said,

picking up a fresh straw. in place of the
ger in his sharpest tones;

first one.- ‘Only it you make a bother 1t
-be the wuss for you in the end. 1t allus is.
‘Put up with it a bit, old chap. . Jim’s sure
to put his foot in it and get the sack befora
‘long. Put up with it a bit,’ and, seeing no
other way, Jack admitted that was the best
he ‘could do. So far as possible he tned to
arrange so as to escape being told off to

work ‘with Jim Gray It was not much he

could do that way, but now- and again ‘he
contrived to keep clear of his ¢enemy,’ for
he had begun to consider, him as such, and
to. share the van of some more ‘genial and
‘steady carman employed by the firm.
But it very often happens that an event
occurs through:the very means we take to
avoid it. We are so very anxlous to escape

a trouble that we- go very far out. of our

way to do.so, and thus meet - with some

greater difficulty than that which threat-‘

ened us. Gray, as it happened, was one of

the strongest of the large number of men
employed by the. firm, just asA Jack: Larkins

~was .one of- -the _strongest..of.. -the: lads .80
they were often paired off together by the

yard manager very much ‘to Gray, the car- -

man’s, sat'isfaction as, he thus obtained . in

Larkins an active and steady assistant on
but went off. to hig van- without ‘a ' word

whom he could thoroughly depend and in
whose charge he. could leave h1s van w1th

_gafety.’ Gray, like most .of us, could’ be.
if he’ chose, and his -
pleasant' moments were those in ‘which

"pleasant’ enough

he was desirous- ot being on good ‘terms
with Jack" just for ‘his own beneﬁt
- A certain time for meals was allowed to

" the men, but they had to take it whenever

their work would permit. Some of them
went to the coffee house, most of them to
the puhhc-houses, of these latter was Jim
Gray. Jack always noticed that Jim was
a good deal worse tempered after his hasty
dinner than he was during the morning,
except now and again—say, two or three

times a week—when he'came to his work, as’

Jack put it, ‘as cross as an old bear”’  And

on these davs the boy ‘had a very bad time .

indeed; a curse-or a blow, sometimes both,
being his usual lot if eveiythmg did not go
exactly as Jim wanted it.

. Once or twice Jack felt inclined to ‘hit
back again,’ or,-if not that, to give up his
place at the end of the- ‘week; but he .re-
membered his frlend’s advice .and held on
bravely, doing. his work as well as he could
and without complaint And theie was
a.nother reason why he should’ hold on.

r

There was at home a little. ‘sister, of whom .

he was very fond, and while his mother got
the living .and managed for the two yo_ung
_boys, it had. somehdw come ' about, .nobody
quite knew how that the greater part of
Jack’'s earnings was specially - for little
Lauxa s benefit. To give up hig’ post there-
fore, would hurt Laura as well as himsel'f
for it might be some weeks before he’ could

__ fet another, and little Laura would have to

go ghort of many things that his money
now provided for her. So Jack held om. B
‘It can’t last for ever, he said to hlmself

pn.rtmularly ‘bad’ day. It certainly could”

his keen" eyes twinkling in the cold, icy au‘,‘

the men dropped in Last of all came .Tim
Gray.

- SAt it again, Giay, said the ymd mana-
as . the man
slouched up to him..

- ‘I war a bit late up- last mght Jim ad-
mitted, in a half grumbling, half excusmg.

‘tone.

‘Late up,’ rejoined the -manager, looking

Tkeenly at the othér's flushed- ‘face, heavy
.eyes, ‘rough hair and beard, and generally
‘untidy aspect.
‘weren't in-bed at all
'.man, or yowll have to look for work Some-

‘I- should think you

.You look out, my

where else than here. Get yourself a bit
more tidy by to-morrow for you're no credlt
to the firm.’ :

© And Jim Gray certamly was’ not His

-clothes were eplashed and . stained with

mud, his hat damaged; thére was'a rent in
his ‘coat, and bits of straw showed them-
selves in his tangled hair. Looking round

‘as-he spoke, Mr Carsons eye lighted upon

Jack-Larkins. © -
‘ Here,.-Liarkins, “you -go*'with Gray.
wants.gome. steady- fellow with h1m N
¢ Yes, sir,’ said. Jack;! ' Biit Hn so dismal ‘a

Ho.

" tone -that the other lads in- hearmg ‘broke

into ‘a2 laugh, "and even the- severe yard i
manager-could not.repress a smile. ‘
.On his. part, :Jim looked cross and ‘angry,

more, and Jack followed, though with a
very bad grace. v
‘He expected a bad day “and “the result .
quite .came up to his expectations. Once
clear of the yard and away from Mr. Car
sons watchful eye, Jim gave vent to his
annoyance in' a burst of evil language that
startled even- Jack, accustomed as the latter
was to the rough speech and ways of the
majority of the carmen. He ventured up-
on a slight remonstrance, but Jim turned
upon him so fiercely that the lad, though

‘by nature bold, drew back a moment into

his own part of the van and was silent,
Apparently satisfied by this, Jim, having

finished -loading, clambered up, not “too

steadily, Jack thought, and, cracking hlis

‘whip, ‘drove off. For the first hour or so,

all -went on much as usual, save that Jim
from time to time, took up a tin flask he
had stowed under the tarpaulin that covered
the goods in the van, and whenever  he
stopped to deliver a bale or a package he
contrived, under ‘cover of the tarpaulin, to
put the flask to his mouth and take a drink.
With each application, however, his ili-
humor seemed. to increase, and -before long
showed . itself ‘more viclently than ever it
had before. .
Jack, who unluckily got in his way on
one occasion, was rewarded by a blow that, -
unless he had warded it off with -his arm,
would have’ lald him senseless on the floor
of the van. As it was he went staggering
up against a bale of goods, fortunately soft
cotton goods, and recelved no further dam-

- age than a bruise that made his arm bla,ck

and blue for a-week after,

" Then the enraged carman, whose i’requent
applications to the flask were ‘rapidly de--
stroying what little” self-command: he pos-

. One morning, ‘the -



