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change of religion and conversion of the
old, liberal, genuine aristocracy of Eng.
land into the sordid speculators in rack-

" rents, by whom, according to tho verdict

of a true lover of tho Commercial Spirit,
thoy have been succeeded.  Wo wish to
tako the fact nakedly, ns it stands on the
admissions of the political cconomists.

1t stands, then, here written, that beloro
the Reformation—f{or the change which
the Reviewer describes dates back to the
reign of Edward Vi, and the later years
of Henry VIIL, and forms a stock topic
lamentation in the sermons of Latimer—
the race of landlords held their lands on
very difterent puinciples from those which
now flourish and are every where recog-
nized. In spite of the principle of the po-
litical economists, that money will find its
level ; that the mass of every class (whethe
er landholders or pedlars) will exact the
market value for their commodities ; that
rents, like all other commodities, are gov-
erned by the laws of supply and demand,
and various other sage maxims of about
the same calibro—we hero have the fact
contradicting all this sublime theory. We
here have a race of landlords existing {or
centaries, & letting their lands & exacting
their rents quite upon other principles. In
these middle ages, of which our Review-
er speaks, the holders of land scem to
have been all but iznorant of those uni-
versal springs of action which alone nre
nowin vogue. In iheir stupid ignorance
of political economy, and the maxims of
Mammon, they scemed to have imagined
that it was a reasonable thing, and, per-
haps, a part of their duty also,to atiend
to tho comfort of their tcnants; to leave
rents low, and at a fixed rate ;to respect
established possession 3 to encourago he-
rcditary transmission of tenants’ tenures,
as well as those of landlords; to respect,
in the inferior classes of the state, as well
ag in their own, that tranquil and secure
possession which is the basis of all true
Conservatism.

It is a sad and almost pathetic thing to
see how the fell progress of the commer-
cial-spirit is rooting out all the proofs of
respect for the rights of the weak and de-
fenceless, which former ages have handed
down to us. All these customs of prop-
erty and prescriptive tenures to which
the old aristocratic benevolence gave irth
are found cumbersome now: The grand
feature of the old times was stability ;
that of the new--change. And we sweep
away remorselessly the old landmarks of
property, in order that land, as well as all
other things, may pass from hand to
hand at tho whim of tho morment, for
money, no matter what moral interest
suffers in the transfer, We are now
rooling out all copyhold and customa-
ry tenures, and wo think wo are doing
great things in tearing up these relics of
past barbarism. It is an easy thing to
destroy ; but in our humble judgment the

;. age which suffered them to grow up wes

a far greater, wiser, and more humane
age thaa that which rejoices in their de-
struction, Who are these copyholders
now? They are freemen who hold their

land by as sccure alegal tile as that by
which the monarch holds his throne.—

. What were they in the beginning 2—

Ser(s, villians, slaves, bondsmen, Even
now, in a fiction of law, which glances
back to their origin, thoy are tenants-at-
will 3 tenants at the will of the lord of the
manor. And yet tho lord of the manor,
wlo was once all-powerfult over these,
can now no moro interforo with them, so
long ae they discharge the few light ser-
vices which uppertain to their condition,
thau can the monarch, the proudest duke
in her dominions. And how has this
change been bLrought about 2 Tho ex-
treme of dependence and the most servile
condition exchanged for the acknowledged
legal rights of frecemen; and how? By
acts of Parliament? By omancipation.
statutes ? By Kings, Lords, and Com-
mons? Noj it was by tho geaeral bene-
volence of the times, which respected even
slaves intheir present possessions ; which
gavo the sanction of custom to possessions
of an older date ; which threw around:
customary possession the defences of pre-
scriptivo right ; and which permitied law !
itself—so often said to be the cobweb in .
which the strong cnmesh the weak—fo.
eriforce the prescriptive title of the slave )
against the unusuai, irregular, and there-:
fore illegal,will of the most potent feudal
baron. Hence arose this system of copy-
holding—these free serfs—these tenants-
at-will, whom no will can touch with-
with their positive default—these per-
missive occupations and -privileges made
slrong without statute against the power
of the makers of the statutes, Nor were
thesa mukers of statues mere rude, illite-
rate barbarians, who allowed these privi.
leges to bo wrested from them by igno-
rance or carelessness. 'The readers of
Froissart and Chauter, the gay chivalry
of LEdward the Third, the fantastic fop-:
pery of Richard the Sccond, the prosper-'
ous and cnterprising commerce of our
southern towns, tho ¥ .1lders of Westmin-
ster Abbey, the more cultivated descend:
ants of the extorters of Magna Charta,—
theso were not the men or the times of
which it can bo said that they knew not
the value of money, that they had no mo-
tives of magnificenco or luxury for its
expenditure, or that they lacked energy to
enforce those rights by which the posses-
ston of property is made secure and pro-
fitable,

Oh, that was » great time, in which, by
the mere general diffusion of a kindly and
christian benevolence among the aristo-
cracy, the serf became raised into a free-
man ; the tenant-at-will into a co.partner
with his once all-powerful landlord. And
i this was the caso with the serfs, we
need little historical evidence to convince
us that the Re: ower is right in saying
that the same spirit and the same feelings
gave protection to the more independent
yeoman. He wasa farmer, it is true.—
Ho paid rent. He was liable to distress.
There woro nights of entry and actions of
cjectment in thoso daysas well asin these;
and the tenant was lax 1n the renovation
of hedges, the extermnation of weeds,and
the scattering about of mauure, These
heinous sins of « slovenly culiivation”
were {requent, no doubt ; but there were

no rack rents.  The tenant was treated as
o fricnd, a neighbour, a co-proprictor of
his landlord ; and tho desirc of hoarding

.

wenlth and making merchandize of the
subjects of his littlo kingdom, had not yot
converted the landlord into a huckster,and
made him treat his tenantsin his bargains
for the land, hice an old clothesman treats
his customers in his bargains for second
hand stops. In a word, the aristacracy
of that age secured the respect due totheir
own rights by respecting the habitual im-
munitics of those beneath them. Ience
it i that we findeven our political ccono-
mists assure us that all our advances in
opulenco have been bitter curses to the
poor. Tho highest rato of wages yet
known in England 1s to be looked for in
the fiftecenth century ! So says Mr. Mal-
thus.

But with the change of religion—
wheiher on account ol it orno, we do not
sa y—there came u change over the spirit
of sociely. ‘Fhe old feudal chicfs who
were slain in the wars of the Roses had
their places supplicd by o new race, the
founders of the Reformalion, the robbers
of the poor, mere land-hucksters and ped.
lars, hoarders ap of wealth, greedy, rav-
enous, luxurious. ‘The outerivs of the
preachers of tho Reformation against the
lawless avarice of their lay assaciales
leaves no doubt as to this point, nor as to
the miserable sufiterings of the poor whom

their avarice persecuted. The change
that then took place in working out the
revolution from low-fixed rents and opu-
lent farmers to high rack rents and gree.
dy landlords has no parallel, oxcept what
we may find in the records-of modern
estate clearing in Ireland, It was the
self-same nct, done in the self-same spirit,
The chaoge, however, has been effected 5
and the evils and miserics of the state of
transition have passed away.

But the transition has left behind it and
perpetuated it up 10 o.r ume,a system
before unheard of: 'F'he landlord is not
now the father and head of a numerous,
opulent, and happy family, loved by them
because he respects their happness, and
finds his wealth in promoting theirs, He
is now—many exceptions, thank God,
excepted—a tradesman, a chapman, a
dealer, a bargainer. He has lus goods
to scll like anothers e has his lawful
profitsto make like his neighbor, the tink-
er. He has hi. legitimate perquisites,
like his comrade, the butler.  He is
skilful in markets, speculates on times
and seasons, rejo ces in the improvemenis
on his estate with an eye to a rise of rent;
and when for a time he quits his paternal
acres and his hereditary merchandise, he
takes his scat among the legislators of
the Jand with the maia purpose of keep-
ing up the value of the commodities in
which he deals by pinching the bellies of
all other classes in the state.

These are brave times to which we
have been brought by Leformation princi-
ples, and the spirit of a narrow commerce
pervading every relation ju life; and this
island a universal temple raiscd to Mam-
man, snd  the accursed fubric is held
together by the cramps und buttresses of a
folse economical philosophy. For it is
not the lavdlurds alone—far from it—all
classes, like them, have gone astray ; com-
merce has become ignoble,trade a swindle,
and the who'e surface of eociety infected

by this raost loathsome ldprosy. Ate not
these bfave times, when the landlord can
defend himself fromihe chargo of huck-
sterage only by pleading what he is plensed
to call the deeper guilt of those to whom
he should be alight and on example 2
The uristocracy thatnow is, isno aristo-
cracy at all, according to the old noble
form and fashion of the institution. It is
not o genervus nud liveral aristociacy, but
a sordid and pecylating one.  If it be ca-
pable of amendment 5if it be not susceps
tible of renovation ; it it cannot be restoredl
after the spirit of the old Catholic aristo.
cracy 5 if the breath of a new life inhaled
from bygone centuries may not pass into
its huge torpid frame—¢hehold the axe i3
laid uuto the root of the tree.”

For our parts we do most undoubtingly
believe that such*an amendment, such a
renovation, sucha resloration, such a new
life und o new spirit are to be looked for,
and witt ot to be logked for in vain, If
these things v ~ve not so, we should indeed
despair. There are symptoms abroad of
a progress towards a better state 3 and
while we think it our duty to seize every
occasion of enforcing and illustrating the
evil, we do not shut our eyes to the possi-
bility and opproach of zood. The times
aro evii, but they are not altogether des-
perate,

RE.\IITT.&NCES—I RECEIVED SINCE OUR LAST.

Hamilton—Mr TFaucett, 7s.6d. ; Thos.
Brislan, 15s, Alex. Borland, Patrick Hars
vey, and John McArdle, cach 7s6d

Waterdown—Mr Barnard, 7564

Indiana—Daniel McKenna, 7sGd

London—Mer. Harding O’Byiien, 810 ;
viz s for Mrs. Welds, 15s. 3 Patrick Smith.
James Reid, and JamesWilson, cach 7s6d,
(balance placed to account.)

Lindsay—Rev Mr Fitzpatrick for Capt
Murphy, 13s. Thos Keenan, 7s6d. Francis
Huuon, 7s 6d.

Cornwall—J. 8. McDougall, 7:6d.

St. Andreos—Rev Mr Hay 15s. and
for [1. McGillis, (R} 15s, 5 Donald P. Mcs
Donald, and Jobhn Mclntosh, euch 7s Gd.
(omitted to Le acknowledged in No. 20.)

Three Rivers.—Rev Mr, Cook, $10;
and on account of Rev. John Hurper,
(St Gregory) Rev Chas Harper (Nicolet)
W. C. Coftin, Esq. and the Hon. Judge
Vallieres.

SPRING AND SUMMER FASHIONS
For 1842
HAVE BEEN RECLIVED BY THE SUBSCRIBER

ﬁE ALSO wishes to acquaint his Pa-
. trons, that ke has REMOYED 10
his New Brick Shop on Johg Street, a few
yards from Stinson’s coraer, where they
may rely on puncuality and despatch in
the manufucturs of work entrusted 1o him,
S. McCURDY.
[Tamilion, st April, 1842,

REMOVAL.

Saddle, Harness and Trunk Factory.

E McGLVERN respectfully announs
®ces to his Triends and the public,
that he has romoved from tus old stand
to the new building, oppusite to the retuil
estublishment of Iseac Buchanan & Co.,
on King streete In mzking this aonounces
taent to tus old friends, he most respectfully
begs leave to express-his gratefulsthauks
fur past favors, and hopas that dnremitting
attention to business will fnsure him a
continuauce.

Hamilton, Feb, 224 1842,



