THOUGHTS
ON THE AXNGLICAN CHURCIL
[coNTINvVED. ]

Recently there have been exiraordinary
movements among sonie of the most pious
aud learned of the chuch of Eagland, on
the subject of Religion,  Believing that in
the innovations on the ancient faith, and
stitl more in the changes from the ancient
tites, cercnionivs. and observances, their
predecessors, i many inetances, instead
uf reforming errors atd correcring abuses
had perverted the truth, and weakened
almost unto death the spirit of devetion,
have zealously und industrivusly sought to
restore what they believed had been rash-
ly if notimpioasty taken away.  In the
course of their atimuted discussions some
of them have protested against the name
of ¢ Protestant,” as aterm significant of
nathing but disseut, or opposition, or se-
paraiion, aad claimed 1o be called English
Catholics, as being a branch of the great
Catholic chutch,  ‘Fhese agitations and
discussions have reached 1his shore of the
Atlantic, and several among * the Protes-
tant Episcepaliuns of the Uunited States,”
following this cxample, now set up their
title to the name of * Catholic"” also,

These pretensions or clsims are of very
wodern date.  ‘F'rue, both in the English
and American churchcs, the ancient for-
mularics of the apustles and Nicene crecds,
were recited in divine worship, wherein a
faith as solemnly pofessed in * The Holy
Catholic chureh,” but without being able
10 uscertuin what precise :dea was suppos-
ed thereby, 1huzard nothing in asserting
that in pais, out of the church, no member
of citlier until within @ fuw years back,
called himself or his church, Catholic.—
All of them gloried ia the appellation of
+ Protestamt,’ and the term Catholic wag
exclusively applied as the more respectful
designativn of the church which they were
accustomed to deride by the nick-name of
* Popish.®

The prolessors of the ancient faith have
certainly no cause to regret this new-born
zeal for the name of Catholic.  Namesare
by no means unimportant.  The attuch,
ment now avoned for the appellation of
Catholic, and the solicitude on the partof
these, our separated brethren, to appro-
piriate it to themselves, may be, and pro-
bably iz, in the order of God's Providence
one of the meansto bring them back to the
Catholic taith.  But while we do not re-
gret that the claim is preferred, they ouglt
not 10 be surprized that we cannot admit
it 10 be well founded.

The word Catholic has a precise and
undisputed signification. It tmeans ¢ uni-
versal,” or ** geacral.”  ls there any
ground upon which #*The Protestant Epis-
copal Chusch of the United States” can
claim 10 be tl:e universal or general church
of Christendom 2 Theic numbers are
understood to range between six and cight
huadied h:ousand, while the whole Christ-
san population far cxcceds two hundred
millions.  As compared with the Christian
hody they do not constitute otie in thice
tundeed.  But they donotassertthis claim
in behalf of themselves exclusively, but in-
sist that they constitute one church with
the churchot England.  Now is this the

The Cathol

fact? Thutthere isanear offinity,a striks
g family resenblance between the tno
chutches, is not 10 te disputed, but @
seems fwpossible to maintain that they
two mako hut one church.  In so grave a
concert as that of religion, care should 1«
tuken not to confound simnlunty with iden-
tity, aud there emphatically the rale up-
plivs that o Zike is tho sume. Do ahe iwa
chuiches profess the same faith?  I'nere
is one essentish and marked ditleienee m
theie profession of Religions belief, e
a tun fnnenial — indeed the sery primary
principle of the Enghsh chureh, wat she
supreme power is of right o the kg, he
heirs und suceessors, 1t belongs to s in-
disputable right 1o selorm, tepross, a
correct ervors, heresies, and abuses i o
church, as fully as they cun be relormed.
repressed, or corrected by any manner ot
spitial jurisdiction o authority—hat 1
10 say, 1o remodel the crecd, 1o regulate
the administsation of the Scecraments, 1o
presciibe the forms of pubuc worship, anu
to control 1he conduct of its teachers in.
all spiritual matters.  This is indeed, some-

times complained of as an usurpation of
the crown, but has it not been submitied t

by the church of England, and is itaot sm

bodied into the creed of that church 72—
The 371h articles of religion, as contanes
in the book of common prayer, declases
+ that unio the King’s Majesty the chict
government of all the estates of this realm.
wheiher they be eccledastical or civa
m all causes doth appertain,” and the
only explanation or cven seemiing quah

fication of this acknowledgment of dona

mon over the ecclestastical estare in als
causes, is, * thut the ministering of God's
wurd or of the sacrameunts is not given to
the princes”®  We have seen in what
sease the supreme power over the church
was osserted by Pailiament, and the oath
acknowledging that supreme power in the
king required 10 be taken, and this articie
must be understcod, so far as it does not
contravene or quilify this claim thus a-
vowed, and thus enforced by oath, as an
explicit sanctionr and recognition of it.—
What is the creed of *¢the Protestant -
piscopal church of the United Siates™ on
this very important anicle ? Far from
adopting, it expiessly repudiates the prine
ciple therein asserted.  “T'he 37th article
in the American book of eommon prayer
deelares—*4 that the power of the civil ma-
gistrate extendeth to all men,as well clergy
as laity iaall things temporal, but Aath
no suthority inthings purely spiritual.®
— ‘The qusction is not which of these
be righi—but whethier the church which
holds asan article of religion that the civil
magi-trates hath supreme power in all
causes, as well spisitual as temporal, can
be the same with that church which
holds as an ar:icle of religion 1hat the civil
Magisirates hath a0 authonty in spiritual
causcs ¢

In the 8h article of the English confes-
sion of faith,it is declared that ¢« ke three
creeds,Nicene Creed, Atharasius’s Crecd,
and that wh.ch is commonly called the
Apostle’s cicad, ought thoroughly 10 e
received and belicved, for they may be
proved by most certain warranis of Scrip-

ture.”?  Butthe $ith aniicle of the Amcri-

e,

can Fpiscopal Confession, eviden tly co.
picd, v selro parposely omits the Athanue
sinn ererd, 1t declares that <the Niceno
cree-t & thin which is commonly called the
Aposibest ereed onphy thoraughly to be re-
ceved and befieved for they may be prove
d by moxt certiin warrants of Seripiure,”
—Ones therefure, of the symbols of faith
e the Foglish dhirche—one which it de.
Lues oughe thoraughly 1o be secrived
avd behiew dLis whally thrawn aside by the
Aimerieig Ciureh,
Inthe ¢ ieehm, contained in the Eng-

sh hook of ¢ g prayer, the ducteine!

o the chrel winly respeet to the Lord's
Supper is lmd duwn o e form of questi-
cus and answers, thius——+Ques. What is
e antward pariorsign af the Lord®s Sup-
RIFK ¢
Load lth commanded 10 be seceived,
Quese What is the inward part or thing
signfied 2

Aunse Bread and wine which the

Chiist which are verily and in deed 1a-

sen and recoived by the faithful o the

Loud’s Bupper.? 1yt Citechism con-
ained in the: American book of comnion
prayer, the answer to the fiest question is
e satne, but the answer to the sccond,
and oniy important qui stion, most materi-
ady wodifies e doctrine thus, ¢ Ans,
Flie bedy and blood of Chirist which are
sparitually tuken and received by the
faithful in the Lords Supper.”

Tuere is an essential d.fierence in the
tites commanded to be obsesved.  In the
Enghsh bouk of cammon prayer, it is di-
recied in the visituion of the sick as fol-
lowse “Herestaliihe sick person be
mouved to make a special confession of his
sias, ilhe fe 1Lis conscience troubled with
any weighiy matter. After which confes-
sion, the puiest skall absvive him (if he
humbly and heartly disire it) after this
sort.  **Uur Lord Jesns Christ, who had
left power to lis church 1o absolve all sin-
aers who truly repent and believe in him,
of his great meeey forgive thee thy offen-
cos, and by his authority committed tyme
1 alsolve thee frum all iy sins in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the holy Ghost. Amen?? 1a the
Ameri an boek of commen prayer, there
is to be fourd no injunction lor a special
confession of sins, and no absolution di-
rected 1o be pranonnced s of anthority,
We behieve, indeed, that such a confession
and such an absolution would b generally

regarded by them as superstiiious, if not

impious olscrvances.

In 1hie forms of Church Governmers
there is a very great diffesence.  In Eng-
land there i an established Hicrarchy of
King, Archibishops, Sishops and Pricsts,
and in Eeclesinstical matters there is a
regular arder of appeals from the lowest
up to the highest jurisdiction. Tn s
country the Epjscopalians have (it is be.
lieve 1) no common supreme Ecelesiastical
Tribunal. They have no visible Head of
the Chugeh, aud no Archbishops; and the
Bishops of cach Dincess is the highest tri.
Lunal ‘r that Diocess.

Before the Reformation or Religions
Revolution in England the legislative aus
thority in all ceclesiastical matters belong:
ed, subject to the approbation of the Holy
Sce, ta the Clergy of tl:e Realin, thatis,to

Auns ‘The bedy and blood of !

——
et ——

Convoeation aysembled,  For some years
after the Reformation such convocations
were in fact assembleds  But by statute
25 Henry 8] Chapter 19, it was enacted
that the Convacation should not make or
execute any canans or ordinances withoyg
his Majesty's licence und assent to make
and exeeute the sanie, und that the King
should kave power to appoint 32 Commis.
sivners, of whom half should be clergymen
and half of the Upper or Lawer Houst of
Parliament,and theso were empowered to
-ubrogate and frustrate such of the existing
cunons and ordinances as they by his as-
'sent should deem proper,

By this aud subsequent Stntutes, the
authority of the convocation was so effeca
tually transferred 10 the crown, that the
convucation itself became wholly impotent
and uselvss, and for mose than a century
‘has uever transacted any business, The
last which did act was in the year 1717,
in the reign of George 1., when the pros
iceedings turned chiefly upon two publica.
tions of Bishop Hoadley, the one entitled,
‘“a prescrvaiive against the principles and
practices of the non-jurors,” and,the other
a Serm>n * on the nature of the kingdom
of Christ.” While the convocation was
engaged in discussing the report of acom-
mittee censuring these publications as
* tending to impeach the royal supremacy
in causcs Ecclesiastical, and the authority
of the Legislatuie to enforce obedicnce in
matters of religion by civil sanctions,” the
discussion was silenced by a Royal Pre«
rogative, and those ecclesiastical synods
for all practical purposes have since ceass
ed to exist, Inthe U. States, according
to the discipline of the Protestant Episcos
pal Churcly, the legislative authority over
all ecclesinstical matters, is exercised in
cach diocess by a diocesan synod or con-
vention, constituted of the bishop, the
clergy. and certain lay delegates of the
fespective congregations of that diocess.—
A conveation isulso held, which is called
National, consisting of the bishops, clergy
and lay delegates from the different dios
tcesses, bat its authority is undersiood to
1be consultatory or recommendatory mere-

Ivo  lts decrees or decisicns do not bind
.per s, but biad only through the sanciion
iof tho conventions of the several dioces-
| But if the church of England, and the
P:otestamt Episcopal clivrch of the Unite
!cd States zould be regarded as censtituting
{but sne churck—what would be their unit-
sed claim to be termed the Catholic church
of Christendom? The former is exclus
sively confined to the subjects cf Gieat
Britain, and the latier comprehends only
American citizens. Neither is in com-
munion with the church cfany other coun.
ftry. It cannot be stated with precision,
what is the number of persons who belong,
or clim to belong to them, but it may be
sufficiently ascertained, for the purposs of
testing their right to this distinctive appel-
lation. The population of England and
Wales, according to the latest statistical
accounts that have falicn into my hands,
was stated at about 16 millions. In a re-

port of the Briish reformation Society
held at London in 1830, it was set forth

Jdie Archbishops, Bishops and Pricsts in

thatupwards of 1 million of Catholics were
to be foundin England. They probably



