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authorities and establi8hed preedent,
m2ust render the recognition of sucb
a body by the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, at present at any rate, utterly
impossible." And acorrespondent in
the saine paper says, "'I arn afraid. ail
these proceedings savor both of 'bun-
combe' and the ridiculous, ana the
sooner they are disavowed by the
Grand Lodgèof Manitoba and ignored
by ail other Grand Lidges the better."
We are afraid there is a good deal
",more trutb than poetry" in the
above remarks; and shahi await
anxiously the explanation of the Grand
Master or Grand Secretary of Mani-
toba. At present the proceedings
require explanation, so that it, May be
seen Manitoba acted in gYood faith.

Bro. Cornelius Moore says: -Have
we made any reai progress or caused
Freemasonry to be less liable to criti-
cisrn than it was baif a century since?
If not, then wbo is to biame for- the
anti masonry of to-day ? I leave
candor to mai~e the decision. The
dissipations, or desecrations, to wbich
sonie lodge halls are now subjected,
may bc, in their character, more re-
finedl and :xithetic than formerIy, but
are morc barinful to pure, ofl fitsb-
ioned, ancient Freemainsonrv, tban '-.le
siinpler 'refresbuitt& and social re-
unions of the tinie ailuded to. .Then
a lodge was ail in ail; now, it is baif-
forgotten in the cry for higlier de-
grees; the A. & A. S. Rite, with Ats
impressive cereinonies; the Chapter,
with ifs m-yst.ie deveiopments, and.
the Commandery, with its gorgeons
costumes, its magnificent regahia, its
grand receptions, its fine suppers and
fashionable dances ! I don'b coni-
plain of these so miuchi as I object to
the negleet of theA foundation degree,
-- the onily solid basis of ail legitimalle
Freemasonry; its few and simple
rites and ceremonies, and its earnest
injuuctions to practice the great Ma-
sonie virtues of Brovberly Love, Re-
lief and Trutli. No; I admire wlbat
are designated as the 'biglier degrees,'
and especially those conferred in the
Comniandery, with their pure Chris-

tian teachings, the memories of Beth-
lehem and the manger, the sepuichre
and the resurreetion, with the banner
of Caivary waving over ail."

M. W. I3ro. A. L. Brown, in the
"Voice," says: "How beautifully do
the teacbings of Masonry blend with
those of religion, in subduing the
passions of men, and in eievating
their thoughts ay.d aspirations frorn
tUhe lower leveL of sensual desires,
sordid pursuits and early bopes, to
the more sublime aspirations for ex-
alted character, moral rectitude, and
bopes of a briglit immortality beyond
the grave, above the mists and sha-
dows of buman life, that ever hover
like a dark -pail along our pathway!
And bow strong, hov sustaining la
that confidence and hope springing
ever froin a consciousness of recti-
tude, and of trusting cheerful, obedi-
ence to the Divine law! Dangers may
menace, misfortuues may gratber,
malice mav threaten and assail, cal-
umny may secretiy burl bier venomed
barb, but the just and uprighit Mason
neither fears nor heeds theni. Ciad
in the armor of truth and virtue, lie
moves, invuinerable to ail their at-
tacks; yet tbe true Christian lias
greater strength and still stronger
panoply, for lie can look beyond and
above ail the c-ares aud tiials that
confront birn bere; hopeful, strong,
and trusting ini a future life of perfect
bappiness in that 'bouse not macle
with bauds, eternal in the heavens.'"

Riglit *\Vor., the 11ev. liro. C. H.
Briggs, Grand Orator of the Grand
Lodge of Missouri, says: "That Afa-
sonry bas not only endured tbrough
the ages, but bas also been a con-
servingr lJower, is in part owing to its
intrinsic nature. Because it is Ma-
sonry it lias ttoodl firi. 0ur ancient
bretliren were not workers ini wood,
that fire could consume or the tooth
of time soon destroy, but out of the
ever-enduringy rock tbey wrought
square work, trie work, massive and
enduring. The exactness of expres-
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