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+itg present form, 1&!’.’%,5“ k to its
restorstion -agr&e egmnff of the
eightsonth contary. Then it receiv-
ed'from the hands of the “builders”
a distinofive moral and religious
charaoter; and we :‘s}:ﬁi1 show that
the two are naturally inseparable,
gnd insepurably conneoted with Freo-
msagonry.

~ Beligion, in its gvidest acceptation,
is any system of faith and worship;
g8, for example, the religion of the
Torks, the Hindoos, the Christians.
Worship is religious honor, reverence
and adoration paid ta God, or & being
viewed as God. History shows that
man is a religious being, and that,
even in his lowest esfate, he will
worship something, ¢if happily he
he might feel and after find” the frue
God, “though he be not far from every
one of us,” as St. Paul said, when he
found the Athenians ‘paying their
devotions ¢ To the Unknown God. ”
There are, therefore, religions meny
and gode many, The Pagan religions
are corrupt, debasing and destructive
to the noblest aspirations of the hu-
1an heart.

All the old heathen deities were
defective in moral character, Venus
and the Roman Jupiter may be cited
28 exemples. The Egypfians, mnot-
withgianding their refinement in the
arts and aciences, were brute worship-
pers, and were beastly in moral char-
apter. The Northmen that ocame
down upon the Roman Empire with
such fyry were worshippers of hero-
Lings, bleodthiraly and ormel. Men
i_iiie nafurally assimilated to the moral
ikeness of the objects they love, ad-
mire and worghip. In this epitore
of Pagan idolatry, we have the prob-
Iem of the wor{d’s corraption solved.
It is of the greatest consequenca that
-man_ ghould haye, for an object of
worship, & God who is purs.and
holy, Toying and kind to hig children.

But. in the midst of the meral
darknggs of the Pegan world there
are s%me .folnfilletions of light. Ik

mush bo conseded. thab coma ancignt
. Fhilosophérs, portionlerly Confucius
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ond Qicorp, did— deubtless from gm
innate SRREPIRARGEH, xight
vrong—ennnoiatq some sound mors)
prineiples, bnt.a fglee veligion rendex-
ed them ipoperafive upon the gragh.
mags of the people. It goes to showr
that they who are “withous thelnw,”
as St. Paul days, are not without ;Iyit.}e
light of eon_soiehcg, for the “Gentile
that do by nature the things containag
in the law are 2 law unto themselves,
their conseiences also bearing witnesg,
and their thonghts, the meanvhilg,
aocusing or else exausing one ap-
other.” Tt further fesches uys tha$
the heathen are not left to be damped
because they haye not the writtep
law, but rather, if they act up to the
light they have, our Heavenly Kathez
will not condepon them. If thoge pﬁ
philosophers had been aided by tha
knowledge and worship of the trzaq
God, Christian civilization ere this
would have encircled the entire glopz.

From time immemorial, Freemg-
sons have been taught, in pll thew
rites and ceremonies, {o recognize
God as the only proper obj%st of ga-
preme adoration, love and abedionga.
Hence, Freemgsonry g; not merely a
“Moral Order,” 23 defined by & dis-
tingnished author, but & moral and
religious fraternity, founded npon the
belief in God as the Supreme Archi-
teot and Ruler of the Universe, faith
in natural and revealed religion, hope
in fmamortality, brotherly love, and
charity to all mankind. Morality and
religion are so perfectly intsrwoven in
this oread, that it complately covers
the duties we owe to God aud o
fellow-men.

Morality and religion may hava
goparpte roots in the hmmen mind,
but they belong tp the game frunk;
they may he msade rivals, bn} they
are nataral allies, A morality thas
simply extends to dealing jnstly with
our fellow-meu, is tpo frigid for o
fraternity founded upon loye $g Ged
and mon.  Morality, in ifs frge.ss-
cpptation,isingepsroblofrom zeligion..
Thia statoment is brged upon Chrige
tian ethics.



