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AN IDYL ON THE ICE.

Fra-apparelled for the rknting,

Comes the pond’s ncknowledged Belle,
T am duly there in waiting,
For I'll lose no time in atating

That I love the lady well.

Then to don her skates, and snrely
Mine the tusk to it them tight,

Strap nnd fasten them Sccul‘(‘ﬁ\',

While she offers me, demurely,
First the leit foot then the right.

OfF she circles, awiftly flying
To the pond’s extremeat verge ;
Then returning, and replying
With disdain to all my sighng,
Aund the love I dure not urge.

Vainly do I follow after,

She’s surrounded in a trice,
Other men have come and chafted her,
And the echo of hier laughter

Cotnes across the ringing ice.

Still I've hope, 2 hope that never

In my patient heart is dead,
Though fate for a time might sever,
Thongh she skated on for ever,

I wonld follow where shie fled.—Punch. -

FROM LIFE.

Miss Saint John—I-want to introduce you to
Herr Squeekstringer, Uucle Reuben. You've
enjoyed his playing 8u much you know.

CUncle Renben—Proud to meet you, my friend.
Proud to meot you. (In a whisper)Say, if you'll
fiddle out th' *“ Rutland Quickstep.” I'll give
yer a quarter and daug th' expense.

Evenvriuixe Lovely.—“ Why, you dear
thing! How do you do? And how do you
do?” Aud where hiave you been all this time ?
Lam so0 glad to sce you! Soglad! Aud you're
looking just lovely—‘iust perl‘cctlrv lovely !
What a sweet bonnet! Paris? thought
80. I’'m so delighted to see you! And you
are looking so well 7 What lovely weather we
are having! And ol, how’s baby ? Dear,
sweet little thingl He’s the living image of
you and Charliet”

“Oh, thanks, dear, baby’s dving splendidly,
got another lower front tooth through and is
s0 good! Never cries. Only we're afraid he's
going to have a big pimpie on the end of his

ear little nose!”

¢« Oh, how perfectly dreadfull And how's
Charlie? I heard he was run away with and
awfully hurt, and I’ve been meaning to call
and ask after him, for I knew you would be
g0 awlully worried, but I've been so buvy,
you know1” .

“ Oh, thank yon, dear, that's ever so kind of
you, but it wasn’t anything serious; he was
only trying his new tandem pair, and he fonnd
out afterward thatthe ahaft horse hnd belonged
to a politicinn snd had learned tostop at every
rum ghop they came to, and the leader was a
circus horae that had been tanght to rewd, and
50 bolted for every gign of ¢ Hay for sale’ or
Meals at all hours® that he gaw, and o poor
Charlie was a bit shaken up, and decided to
sell the beasta for Iadies’ aaddle horses, and so
he—oh, have you seen those new black silk
atockings with the silver clocka that they've
got at Carsley’s? Yon must get some. They're
iust{)crr(-clly lovely—long ones, yon kunow!”

“Yes, I juat bought some; they are too
sweet for anything, aren’t they?  Are you
going to the Robingon’a te-night? I heur it is
going to becharming t”

o, I don’t think we shall be able to. Are
you going 2" .

“Well, er—no, T don’t think we ehall be
able to get off.  It's su wearing, this gun. 2 vut
every night, isn’t it ?

“So hand, isn'tit?  Well, I must be going,
dear; Pmalrendy an hour late for my appoint-
ment at the denits’s! But ' sy glad to have
met you, dear! And you will tome and see
me very—oh, ther’s Fauny Joues! 1 must run
over and congratulate her on her engagement
being broken! Good-by,denr!”

“Qond-by! (sotto voce) Graciouns, how her
dress hangs-behind1”

e o

Tus Quens's Mrssauk 1o T Pupk, —The
Vatican utlicinl Gusette has given a translation
of the address of the Duhe of Nutfulk when he
was received by the Pope. The Queen's I3n-
voy said : —* Her Majeaty hascommanded me
to say that in contiding to me this high mission

she hasbeen moved not only by a desire to ac-
kunowledge this proof of your Hoiineas’s good-
will towards her, but alsu to give expression to
her feeling of deep respect fur the clevated
character und Christian wisdom wheeh vou
have displayed in your high position. 'The
temperate sagacity with which your Holiness
has corrected errors and assunged ditferences
from which much evil might otherwiso huve
arisen inepires Her Majesty with the earnest
hope that life and health uiny long be granted
to you, and that your beneficent action may be
leng continued.”

A Prerry How.p've-Do.—A well-known
and wealthy manuofacturer, Dubot, of Parie, has
had a young clerk in his employ for two years,
with whose zervices and belinvior he has been
greatly pleased. In fact, 80 much had the
Young man cmleared hinelf to his employer
that he was taken into the fanuly circle and
permitted to enjoy the sveiety of his dunghter,
a blooming miss of soventeen summers. Some
time ago M. Dubot sent for lns trusted clerk,
and raid to him confidentially,—

“You are n handsome, clever, and indus-
trions yonme mun My Minnic is but seven-
teen years old, and you please her much. She
has & dower left her by her deceased mother
of o[lell»lxlnnlr(&l Ihlonsaml franes, I vou have
a mind to marry her we will area: c¢ ved-
ding before Lent.” 4¢ the wed

, The young clerk, known to lus employer as
Eruest Lumottee, turned pale at this kind pro-
pagition, and was gilent. Upon recovering
humself he inquired,—

“Have T satisfied you in the performance of
my duties during the lnst two yuars that I have
remained with you??”

*¢ More than satisSed me,” replied the manu-
facturer, enthusiastically.

# Well, whatever the conssquences naay le,”
he began hesitatingly, “I now entrust vou
with my secret. My name is not Eroest, but
Ernestine. I lave passad throngh a commer-
cinl course of instiuction, fittiug me for my
!)mﬁtion in which a man woulld “receive two
mndred and forly franes per month. In
fewle appacel I could earn but forty francs.
This explaing all.’ )

M. Dubot, of course, was duly astonished.
Taking his worthy clerk by the hand, he re-
assuringly replied,—

“T hope to be able to console Minnie in her
disapppintment.  Her hustand, I see, you can-
wut be, but what would yun think of'the pro-
pusitivi of becoming her step mother.

It was now the turn of Ernestine to show as-
tom=hment.  Requesting a day for considera~

Ltnun, the friends under new relatouship parted,



