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horror for composition, becauso it was not to thom the expressaon Nur is the sýudy of gramminar to bc wholly condemned and abandon-
of thought. Tho stilted, pedantic, semii-bonbast produced was ce ed. Language is the most wonderful invention, as it is the mtost useful

L -é o el b , ia instrument. ot the initn fanily ; an mviention none the legs because
ad effect of the systum. What couid be more unnaturai ttan for imveiinted b)y tie ibiiiiions through conturies of effort rather than by ote

a child to ap the stylo of Dr. Johnson, or iutato Webstor address- mind in a fortuniate hour. Language as a giantic and complex fact is
ing the sonato 7 G'radually, lard oxporience lias tauglit us that ivorthy of ail the study bestowed upon it, but it is a study for ri e

tmanîhood an not for ittle children. It is the truest transcri t of trie
childin Can Unily express the thuughis thLy h o, and that nu inist humant mind, anl it pîîi.tuires thei tinest and nust rewoite relations of
set thoma to write about what thoy know, evun if tiey produce at logi¢ai thouight. If the highest study of tnit is man, the widest avenue
first vry chidish sentences. W must becontent wihhebd to such1 study is huîmiai spech In ail his works mat incarnates morefWu I bu content %ith tige blade, 1or less clearly himsclf ani lits thtouglhts, but In language lie purposely
whici contaîis the power of growth, and wait patienitly for the full cinbodies, as far as possible, the very texture and constructive law of
corn in the car. It lias boeen fouid that even before a child can use his thinking. Hence the study t f language muiîst fore or reiain ote of

it the iost interesting, as it is ote of the profounidest, to great thinkers.Spou, it cati ho ll tu compose littie sentenîces about tle tliings Like ail knowledges, it lin a dy of simple facts wiîcl evei the
knows. Tie languago lessons, whiclh aro now becoiniîg a leading child can hc interested in, but as a study it iiust always lold its place
feature of our schools, are exercising a great educativo power in anoig the highest in) the curricului. i the closing instead of the open-
training our pupils to sc, to observe, to discriinate, to classify, period of tue tue sciool lite."
in a word to think, and to express their thoughts precisely. The following article is frot the Chicago Tribute:-

Good Stories," a book fullof suggestive pctures, will be found " Practical methods of teaching are gradtally inaking iniroads upon
the oll systeIt of craiiiing. At the meeting of the City Board of Edu.

uxceedingly lieipful it this direction, and vill unable aiiiiny ait uler- cattion, Thursday e.enlmîg lest, a iesolutit wvas adupted dire.ting the
worked teacher to solve that mîost diflicult problei, how to keep commiIiittee on text-Ibooks te inquire into the expediency of banishing

little peoplee at tour graimmtar (by the oli method of teaching) from the schools. Dr. Bur-Vte lousefully employcd tlîeir desks. Iiinany of rows was4 hilocked. le proposes to amplify rather than curtail the old
schools there is far too mucli teaching. Wo destroy the produc- rule-cranmîîing system. He thinks pupls "need a big close of Gould
tive, vital, growimg power, by pouring in too much and by drawîmîg Brown," and "doubts whether the results of the modern system at

Quincy and Boston will strpassq that of twenty and fifty years ago." Onout too httle. Education proceeds from withm, and the smalleVt the other hand, Mr. Neith thnks the grammar shoul bu sent to the
child can be got to write intelihgent sentences about a good picture, h1gh schuol. For the benefi t of Dr. But rows and others whlo reverence
by sinply askng one or two questions to awaken thought, and antiquity, we be g to show soute gramnatical results of the old system in

N ofolk coutty, i lassachusetts. Wlhen Mr. Walton examimed the schoolstouch the sensitive imagination. of that county, with a view to ascertain exactly what the pupils acquirced
What shall wo do with our older pupils wio are getting boyond liunder the old lstem, le established a test of Englisl composition by re-

pictures and1 playtings i Shall we lcve them to devour th de- ' quirti pupils to read a certain narrative and then write their version of
(.0 it. T ie test applied te children who were in the grammcar grade, and

testable dinge novel, and send then frot school, at the age f been eiglt ycars t schooi. Followmng s the test narrati% e .
thirteen or fifteen, with no Laste for good books, no rebili for oie- ' Cyiru, tie Persian P'iice. iad nany masters, who endeavored te teach
vating literature, no intellectual hinger for far-reaching thouglitsi him 2ver tiiiig tiat as go'ud, laid he wu a(diu ated m ithi sveral little boy
Teachers, if they leave ou m this tnntal beary "what sas abutit his own sge. He was a boy of a very good disposition and a hnman0

i y t eg y, temper; but even i its .couthttfiil gaines i showed a strung denere to com
yo're grammars 1" mantd, asd oter boys use'd to make himiî their long One eveiiîg his father

Onuet the best solutions we have heard ot is the colebration of asked huit what lie lad doe or earned tiat day "Sir," sid Cyrus; "I was
pOun:shed to-day for decidalg njusty. H, se? ' said lits father. Thcre

authors' birthdays. Mr. Goggin, the had master of the Port were tw , boys,' san À u., "one of %l o %%as a great and the other a little
Hope model school, for oxatple, has ivorked ot an admirable bov Now it happnett l the little oy had s coat that was much too bg

Ho p for imii, but the great boy had onite that scarcely reached below bis middle
scheme. In each roomu hangs a portrait of soue first-class master aid va.s too tigit for him mii everj y . The a reat boy praposed to the lit-
in literature,--Hans Andersen Daniel DeFoe Clles Dickens, tle tboy to change coats % lti Imit; ,bi ause then,' said lie, we shall be both

exactly fitted, for your coat la as muto b too Lig for you as mine is too lttle
Longfellow, Whittier, Tennyson, &c., purchased by the pupils for me.' Thte lttle boy would not k(Iseit t. tlc proptosal; upon vlich the

great bov took his cont away by fore, and gave bis aiuri to the little boy inthiselves. The teachier tatks to the pîtpils about thosti wvrters, Mxhne lme(e eedsutî îtutn îljeIctîcd( aiPe Pechange. While they were disputmng ipon tis subject, I chanced to Pas%
tells stories, relates incidents ta their lives, their struggles, thoir by, anid they agreed t make mie judge uf the affair But I dec ided that the

triumphsreads or rcites soite gem from their writin gets the little bov siouîld keep the little coat and the great boy the great one, forVriugnphs, s g which judgneit my master punished me." "Why tto?" said Cyrus fa-
pupils to read, mark, learnt, and imwardly digest somîe good passages, ther, " %%as not the littl cenat most proper for the little boy, and the large
and gîve these ini turn bufore te class. They celebrato Vhe birth coat forthle gteat boy?" " Yes, sir," answered Cyrut, " but my master told

an -na I n as not made judge to examine wiath coat best fitted either of the
days of these men, cote to love them, read them, and derive boys, Ltn t., Jet.ide ' hletier it was ju t that the great boy shoild take away
infinite enjoymtent frot their writings. Does it not appear reason- tco so t et s onte ag s consent; and therefore I d'cided un-
able to suppose that a child who lias passed through the suveral "Tite pupils were given an bout', having rend the narrative, in which
departnents of such, a school, will go out into the world with a te give their version of the story. Following are a few samaples of the
loving tenderness for these " lords of the great heart," and with result:

' Cyrus was a disobiant boy. The little boy thought that the large conta supremo disgust for -Jack Sheppard" and the "Police Gazette"? would be botter for him, and the large boy thougit tie siall coat would be
The Present Age lias the following better for Lim. But tie large coat % as as i .dit t smuall for the smnall bo
"It ought net to be forgotten that behind speech lies thought. The as the large ctd was for tho large The large boy had ought te have had

3 imary condition et clear and correct lanîguage is clear and correct the large coat and the small boy the smnall cont. I think that Cyruswas a
eiiinking. Errors in, words aid in the form of speech should doubtless greedy boy
be corrected as they appear, and the teacher should maist upon fit words, 'Tie boy was whipped bocause lie lad lthe little boy's coat.
correct pronunciation, and clear statement-not in one exercise, but in ' Cyrus a pursiai prince was, a pleasaint rn educated boy but when he
al. A teacher thus careful te require correct language will tcach it, came hone that nght ls father askcd hitmi wiat he had received that day.
whether he geives set lessons or net. The best users of common speech, He said that lie got puiiîsled at school lui, fath, r asked hîni what for lie said
are th se :: ho grow up in intelligent familles, n here correct language t' ,i e're ws a great h'ev and a little boy lad a gent and the big boy had a

prevails, and where without lessons, save those gi en by example, tlhe littie goat and the lttle boy had a big goat the big boy wanted to exchange
child grows up to speak properly, as ho dos te act politely, and for the goats ne land tie big goat and the httle boy hoe the littie guat so the big

t boy took hîs goat away by force and I saine alung and they wanted mte tesame t-casons. But oven who tiis early training lias lico wantig th juge and I said the little boy should have the lttle goat axd the big boy
scholar who has advanced in knonlodge anýI tiiîing power, tilt his inud h th big goat and so that à n hat I got ) hed for in school.
ideas become clear, logical, and vivid, ýradually ingprovea bis language, 'Cyrus the Persian rince he was a boy of sense. One evet ing he was
and cornes at last te talk or write wel simply because ho thinks well. passug by the hose f a sinal boy had a byg gat the goat was much larger
In a grown man, inaccuracy of lauguage usually inplies inaccuiracy of than the boy so that they bad a dispute over ltoe guat the boys have himt or
thought and knowledge. We would not discuorage the teaching of the the judge he gave the little boy the goat wlen lie got honte his father asked
mother tongue, but wc would teach it by using it mi the study of ideas hum if ie %as go d at school ho said lie had lie putnished injustly bis father
and in the enlargement of knoivledge. aid that ho must be kind te one as te the other.


