Science versus Immorality.

No child would be allowed to grow
up in an ignorance which might ex-

pose it to the gravest physical perils; |

on the contrary, the way of physical
salvation woulé be clearly and plainly
indicated, and the perils of every kind
which wait upon violations of law
would be faithfully exhibited. The
«<hief impression, however, would be
produced by the constant reference
of all instruction to the grand aim of
promoting integrity, purity and har-
mony of life. Every branch of knowl-
edge would be considered and treated
in its bearing upon this aim, and not,
as is now generally the case, in its
bearing upon irdividual success in
the competition of life. “Do so and
50,” children are now told, “and you
will rise to positions of distinction in
society.” Yes, provided others fail
to act with equal wisdom; but, sup-
posing all to conduct themselves
wisely and well, where is the distinc-
tion to come from? No doubt it
may safely be predicted that all will
not; but is it well to assume this in
the appeals we make to the young,
and so to accustom them teo thought
of profiting by the errors or weakness
of others? The educator, we hold,
should use only such modes of appeal
.as are applicable to all; and a promise
of eminence, of distinction, of wealth,
-of power, is not applicable to all, but
onlyto a few. To all it may be said:
¢ Do so and so, and your lite will rest
apon solid foundations; you will be
a healthful and helpful member of
society, and, whatever your lot in life
may be, you will have an inward fund
of happiness and self-respect that will
be secure against all vicissitude.
Moreover, the world is so constituted
that you cannot give without receiv-
ing, and whatever you sow for others
you will reap the same yourself.”

We believe that were education
-dominated by these ideas, and by the
-one main purpose we have indicated,
the result would seon be seen in
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quickened intelligences and improved
dispositions ; and at least the gross
ignorance would be removed which
at present is answerable for so large
an amount of juvenile depravity.
There is, however, another aspect
to the question with which we are
now specially concerned. What shall
be said of the *“education” of the
men of wealth and leisure, who find
their highest pleasure in the most
criminal and ruthless forms of vice?
These men have passed through
public schools, perchance through
universities; some are said to be
doctors of medicine; others to be
eminent at the bar or on the bench ;
and some even to wear the livery of
the church. In what shape can life
have been presented to such men?
What sense can they ever have gained
of the organic unity of society?
What respect can they ever have been
taught for the temple of their bodies,
or for the cardinal institutes of nature
and of society? What regard for
others can ever have been inculcated
upon them when they think that money
can atone for the utter degradation of
a fellow-creature? Surely it is time
to cry aloud and spare not, when men
can pass for “educated” to whom
the very elements of a true science of
life are unknown, and who, with all
literary, professional and social ac-
quirements, are willing to descend in
their daily practice to the lowest
depths of infamy. Think of the two
things — “education” and brautal,
merciless v1ce—gomg hand in hand!
Alas! it is not education; it is that
wretched, sophistical veneering of
accomplishments which usurps the
name of education. It may embrace
—in the case of medical men must
embrace—a certain amount of scien-
tific instruction ; but what it lacks is
the true scientific grasp of life as a
whole. We are no fanatical believers
in the saving efficacy of a little smat-
tering, nor even of much special



