——

R A ‘&r‘\;{‘é‘s%
RS

‘Lo the Editor of "The British Ametiean Cultivator

ON THE COMPARATIVE NATURE OF GRT'Y AND
' WIITE PLASTER AS MANURE.
Mr. Editor i— .

To those whohave eaperienced the bene-
ficial effect of this niaterial, as a cheap ma-
nure, the result of experiments calenlated
to show the respective merits of the two va-
rieties of plaster,.may not be unacceptable
to vour practical readers generally.
It 1s a remarkable fact, that the beds of
plaster near Paris, are chiefly of the grey va-
riety, but having occasional seams of white,
some of whici are crystaline and others ra-
diated, similar to the stelactites tound n an-
cient nunes; butthe plasterat the beds near
Semca :s almost entirely of the white va-
riety.
It is difficult to see much, if any difierence
in the first crops succeedug the applicatton,
but in the second crops the Paris plaster has
the decided advantage, especially on all
soils, in which the calcareous jugic e ts s
deficient, which is the case in the oo uter
Jart of the oak plains, This fact may ba)
explained from the circurastance, that the
Parig plaster contams a considerable purtion
of carbonate of lime, i the shape of indur-
rated marl, while the Seunica plaster o pure-
Iy suipbate of Jime. "The experimeut may
be satisfactorily tried, Ly filling two wine
glasses about tfnree parts full with diluted
nitric acid, in the propurton of three paris of
water and one of acid; ur if thus be not at
hand, the best distilled viuegar will shuw
the experiment, put into each glass about a
_spoonful of pulvenized or ground plaster, the
effervessence and consequent expaision i
the Paris plaster w.ll imediately flow vier
the top of the glass, while but hdtle effery-
essence could be scen i the Saauia plas-
ter. It may be unnecessary to state that
the causo of thus Is the supenor affimty n
the nitric acid for Luue, aud cunsequently the
carponic acid is expelled by it.
A great deal has been wntten by scicutific
men, intending to show the cheuncalageucy
of plaster, but w.thout controverungany ut
those ingenious theories, there are certain
practical.facts, which afiord amusing critora,
and in Which any one inay in the proper sea-
sons satisfy himself by going over a ficld in
the morning or eveuing, which has been
partly-pastured.and.partiy not ; when vege-
tation-is m fullsvigour he may observe-lurge
dew-drops i the gress or graui, where plas-
ter has been sowi, bul the grass or grain on
other parts of the field w.ll be quite destr-
tute of-dew or moisture ; tlus tact-scems: to
bo a convincing proof that sffuuty for mois-
ture 1s one cause of 1's ferithzing pover.
Another way i which plasier eseris a
benefielal'agency, is i correcung the acid-
ity which exists tnore or less a 2/l sdils 10
thys part of Canada, esp2cially nn the- oak
plams, as before alluded to, and [tind-that
repeated dressings of plaster will have the
same effect in tfosuuymg the-won1 soirel:
oxallis acotosa, ‘as the application of chalk
i England, in femoung the very same’
weed. The practice of chailuug ia the south
of England, witlun the past fifteen-or twenty-
years, Has been carnied to much greater:ex--
. tent than-ever before kyown, and the-effect:
Jan some:solls is sumalar to<that of- plaster
s 1ere.  The pungeat acid, in.qome€oils, be.

fore boing chalked, 1s such as to be-déstrue-

- sing, whenit1s krown that the oxallic acid
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uve.to sheep; but this will not be surpri-

of the shops, is found in the common wood
sorrol oaalhs acotosa, or acotosalla, anala-
gous to chalking, 13 the practice of marling
w Somertshire and the western countics,
where they have no chalk. The application
of marl on therr pastures will produce great
crops of while treforl; precisely the same
herbage as the application of plaster pro-
duces on the oak plams . Upper Canada.
It scems therefore conclusive evidence, that
the chemeal agency of both are sunilar j—
Previdence in Her own kind provision for
our wants has given abundant storesof thése
mmerals, and 1t 18 a remarkable fact, that
when most needed they aren general to be
obtaiied with the greatest faciity. The
Somerset and Devonshire plaster is_more
campact than either of our varicties—I have
some specimens for inspeetion,

\Vith regard to the mdications:n search-
ing tor plaster, its geological position, &e.,
experience has suggested certain general
practical nbservations, which shall be com-
wuncated hereatter.

I the'mean time,
T remizin your obd’t serv’t,
H. MOYLE.
Sueep Warx, near Brantford,
December 10th, 1842,
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GueLrs, 21st Dec,:1842.
Dear Sir,

The second exhibitin of stock, by’ the
Agricultural Suciety of this District, took
place in a beautiful meadow, immediately
adjuining this town, on the 11th Octdber
last, and excited the greatest possible inter-
cst, not only amongst the Farmerg, but
amongst the gentlenien, mefchants and oth-
er whabitants of the District—The day was
excezdmgly auspicious, and the quantity of
stock exhibited was 1umense. Long berore
the hour appointed for the conniéncemént
of the ms; ection of the stock, by the judges,
the shuw ground was thronged by anxious
spectators, the most knowing of whom Wwere
kindly pomnung out to their unimtiated:
friends the merits and demerits of the am-
mals placed in review before them. The
judges, (vHo weére very experienced gra-
ziers, from the Districtof Gore, apd to whonr
the Agricultural Society of this District are
under great obligations for .their valuable
services,) commenced thetr -very arduops
daty precisely at-ngon, and'1t is from notes,
with winch they were kind-¢nough to favour.
me, that I make the following report. The
arrangements for the accommodatior: of the
'stock were cxcellent, and refiécted great
credit-upon the managidg committeé.  The
siallions exhibited, appeared t6 be'bardy and
‘useful ammals. The mares were some-
tinng of the same character as the stallions,
not handsume, »ut-tolerably adaptéd to the
.ciccmmstances of thé istriet. There was
a targe lot of horses, éxhibited as hackneys,
and-théir appegrance, (Which was certainly
protty.) escited great and“general inlérést:
‘they were mostot theth.mee tits, Dbut.tliose
‘possessing action were-deficient: anpomt vt
strengtls and- those possessmg strength'were
deficicnt.in_pointof action ; in-fach an‘ex-
perienced horsemanm, would have consid-
‘ered that there was-scarcely a
-good hdckney mn the lnt. BMr. Jowitt spro:
guced‘about a.dozen ‘head of his Durbam
‘cattie, nhuch would cat a good:figure i any
‘placey.but-in this District they are innval-
‘led. Several voung bulls were exhibited;
«w hich had recerved-a drop-or.two of Durham
shioo@.anto-their wveingy andat was 2denitted:

tSecond  do
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on all hands to have been a great advantage
to them. A very great ‘number of cows
ware exhibited, and they were ofia quallty
so gaod asito do their-owners:ipfinité. crediy
The two_years old. heifers ‘wera good, and
the S'enrling onés particulatly five. ~ T'he ong
produced by Mr. Thring; was vory.much, ad:
mired: 'The fouy years old ateers.wers.véry
ood ones. ‘Lhere werd-some: very: fine;
icester sheep on the ground, -but-they
were not so iumerous as last year, in con-
sequence of the whole of Mr. Jacksori’s
eplendid flock baving ben witlidrawn fron
competition. The South Déwrsrwere fot:
very numerous, but they were good. There
were about twenty pens of grade Leicesters
exhibited; and they were of very superior
quality ; the judges had much difficulty in
deciding Which were the best. Many of
the ewes, (having rased. lambs;), would,
weigh from twenty six td t\vexitY;-ﬁiffgi
pounds per quarter. ‘The hogs werg. Allof
the Yorkshire breed, and were highly,com®
mended by the jndges and by the spectators. -
At the conclusion of the exhibitign, dbou
ewzhty gentlemen and farmers, partook-gf an
excellent dinner at the Union Hotel, Wbast
Beef and Plum Pudding, being the imost
promincat dishes. In the unavoidablg: abs
sence of the President, th¢ chair was faken *,
and most.efficiently filled.by Thomas Saun-
ders, Esquire. Ly
Alexaunder Dingwell Fordyce;; Béq.acti-
ing as-Croupier, -some very excellent.and
appropriate speeches were.. Yudde by -the:
Chairman, hy the Hon’ble Adain- Fergusot,
and by other gentlemen; and the evening:
passed in the most agréeable manner.}
hope to be able in the course of a.few:days
to send you an adyerusement of -2i. exhix
bution of gran, roots, &c., to he held,by the:
Agricultural Society of this District, in Jan~
vary next, by which yon: will- perceive;that;
the Canada Company have.placed:g sutrof
money, m, the hands.of the.Directars. of «the
Society, enabling them to-give the:sum of:
forty dollars,-to the growers of the, first,apd
second best samples of ‘fall Xvheat. - “Thiw:
genarous conduct .of 'the Canada Cémpdny,
entities them to.the warmest-acknowledge-.
ments, not onjy.of this pzirtig}ﬁ'ar:S}b,ci_ety
but of the agricultutalists thropghout:the.
Province. The above report would. have
been made to you severa] weeks ago, had’I
uot been effectually prevented: from.writing;
by a severe illness, from which I haveimot
yet perfectly recovered. Here follows'x:
list of premiums. s .
I am, Sif, : LT
Your cbedignt Sérv'ti i
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Best Stallion, John Mtchells.... 2.10, 0,
ec do Thos.-Nicholsuuwess 2. 0, 0
Best Mare, Jaes Wrighty. e nees 210, 0;
Second best do., Alex. Drysdale.. 1 5,0
Third best do., Jamés 'Cowan.... O
Best Hackney, John Harland.... 1, %,
Best Colt Foal, George Arinwifbng 1. 0
Best Fiily, do., Alex. Blyth.. .,.3%-:-‘-1“:91(‘
HORNED CATILE. 4:iil.os
Best'imptrted Bull, John Howitt:~2:10','0 ¢
Second best do., Richaid Jacksons' 1’5, .
Best dp. Cow, John Howitt. ., 210 .
Best do. do.,:Richard Jackson'
Best Bull, not'thordugh bred; Jik
Hudsont...... 0000000
Sccond best do, not-do., Joseph N
Parkiiison, Esqieveecersenee 1.0
Best Cow, not do, R Jackeon.... 1 10 0
Second. best dd., ‘not dos-Joadph ~ - . .
Parkinson, Esqeeves oxss eees A 00D
Third best doy, hoj: do, Matthew:.. . ¢4
:070: D,

SweetenhaMm ... oeveanyiny 34
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