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486 TIE CENTRAL ESK M.

catching all kinds, of seal andf walrus e. lmost identical, I shall
lescribe them together; arid, first, the md't important part of tie

hunting gear, the kayak and its belongi gs.
The kayak (qajaq) is almost exclusix ely used for hunting by ail

Eskimo tribes from Greenland to Alas a. According to Bessels the
Ita natives do not know its use, thoug tig have retained the word.
As a connection exists between this tri e ard those of Baffih Land,
I have 0no..doubt that they are acquain ed w th the üse of, the boat,
though it may be of little avail in that i e en umbered.regiou. Whený
I first visited the tribes of Davis Strait n kayak vas to- be found
between Cape Mercy and Cape Raper, 'o had there been any for
several years..In the summer of 1884, how ver, two boats were built
by. these. natives.

The general'principles of theiir construct4on are well n. The
kayak of the Nugumniut. Oqomiut, and Aktüdnir is bulky as com-
pared with that of Greenland and Hudoii-Bay.' . It is froni twenty-
five to twenty-seven feet long and yeigs from eighty to one hxundred
pounds, while the Iglilik boats, accor ing to Lyon, (p. :322), range
from fifty to sixty--paiíds in weight. It may be that the Repulse
Bay-boatsïàe even lighter stilL. Acc rding to Hall they are not.
heavier than twenty-five pounds (11, .16).

Fia. 413. Frarne of a kayak (r mntjng hoat. <Museum itir Völkerkund r1in.)

The frane of the kayàk (Fig. 41:3) consists, first. of two dat pieces
of wood'irhich forni the gunwale (apumang). From ten to twenty
beams (ajang) keepthis frame on a stretch above. The .greatest
wi(th between them is a little behind the cock pit (p. 487). A strong
piece of wood runs -from the cross piece before the.hole (miasing) to
the steni and another from the cross piece abaft the hole (itirling) to
the strn (tuniqdjung). The proPortion of- the bow end to the'stern
end. rpîsured from the center of the hole. is 4 to 3. The former has

.>ection measuring one fourth of its .Whole length. Setting aside
the prójlection, the hole lies in. the very center of the body of he
kayak. A large number of .ribs (tikping). frcim thirty to sixty are
fistened to the gunwales and k-ept steady by a keel (kujang), which
runs fioiirlsten td stern. and by two lateral strips of vood (siaduit),
which are fasten,' between gu.nwale and keeL The stem projëction
(usujang), w:hichises gradually. begins at a strong beam (niutang)
and it nib (qaning). The.extreme end of the stern (aqojang) is bent
upward. The bottom of the boat is partly.formed by the keel,partly
by'the side supports. Ti stern projection has a keel, but in the
body of the boat the side.supports are bent down to the depth of the
keel, thus" forming. a flat buttom. Rising again gradùally they ter
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