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CITIZENSHIP

If we may accept as settled the general
understanding that the federal elec-
tions will take place within the next
two months, a very grave responsibil-
ity rests upon the people of Canada
and it ought not to be regarded light-
ly. The evolution or our institutions
has resulted in the development of a
system under which the people at the
general elections really delegate to a
set of public men the full charge of the
affairs of the State until another gen-
eral election shall be held. Theoretic-
ally this may not be true. Theoretical-
ly the members of Parliament are at
liberty to vote as they please on all
subjects and may dismiss from office
a ministry at any time, by one of
many ways with which all people are
more or less familiar. Practically this
power remains in abeyance. The
majority with which a government
meets a new House of Commons re-
mains unchanged as long as the House
lasts, except so far -as it is af-
fected by the result of by-elections.
The instances In which members,
elected to support a government, go
into opposition, or vice versa, are so
few as to be negligible. As the people
vote next October or November, as
the case may be, so will the goVern-
ment be, in all reasonable probability,
for the next four years at least. In
practice €anada is not materially dif-
ferent from the United States. In that
country the political complexion of the
administration cannot be changed be-
tween elections;" in Canada it is: no
longer likely to be. . We have drawn
party lines hard and fast. Hence the
serious nature of the duties which
citizenship imposes upon the people of
Canada at the present time.

This article is not intendea as an ap-
peal to partizanship, and therefore we
make no mention of any issunes before
the peaple! It is intended to impress
upon those, ‘who read it, the impera-
tive duty devolving upon them to take
a freeman's part in the coming con-
test. The welfare of the .country is
the welfare of the citizens of the
country, and all citizens ought to lend
their assistance to the accomplish-
ments of the results, which In thelr
opinion will best promote that welfare.
It they believe it is to the interest of
the country that the present govern-
ment should be retained in power, let
them say so in terms that cannot be
misunderstood. If, on the other hand,{
i they think it is time for a change, let
them vote so as to bring about ‘&
change. Let them not take the posi-
tion," as so many persons-are inclined
o do that after a}i’'there is no dif-
ference between parties except in
names, and no.Yeal issues except be-
tween the outs, who want. to get in,/

aand the -ins, who Wwant to stay  in.
/Those. who. take this position are too.
*in&oient or ‘tao indifferent to. appre=
ciate the real nature of public “ques-
tions. If men believe that the affairs
of the country are well administered,
it is their duty to say so by thelr
votes; if they believe fhey are being
badly administered, or might be bet-
ter administered, they ought to ex-
press their vieWS at ‘the ballot box,
But if this expression is to be of any
value, it must be the result of a
thoughttul study of public questions.
Therefore we hope that the forthcom-
ing campaign will be one of intelligent
discussion and one m whlch all cittzens
will take:part. g

MORE - FIGUR'ES.-

Guesses as to the result of the' elec-
tion are coming in: with' some rapidity.
The latest is from the Toronto World
which is as- follows: . .

Nova Scotia

Néw Brunswick ..
Manitoba
Saskatchewan
Alberta

British Columbia ..
Prince Edward Island

Conservative majority, 3.

This is based on the supposition that
the Conservatives will make gains in
all the provinces. It presupposes the
loss by the Liberals of 11 seats in On-
tario, 4 in Quebec, 4 in Nova' Scotia, 3
in New Brunswick, 4 in Manitoba, 4 in
Saskatchewan, 1 in Alberta and 6 .in
British Cblumbia. Such a result as the

World. anticipates  would ‘not be very
satigfactory to any one, because it
would necessitate a new election, for
no premier would attempt to carry on
with a majority of three. = He would
hardly feel safe in opening a sufficient
number of seats to provide himself with
colleagves. In Great Britain the course
that wn~ @ probably be followed .in
such a nt wounld be for the leader
of the (, position to refuse to accept
office and Lompel the government to ap-
peal again to the people, or to accept
office form. his government and then
appeal to the people. The latter course
would ba most in harmony with consti-
tational practice, but there is at least
one case on record where a British par-
liamentary leader declined to take office
after defeating the government by a
small majority, and assisted the latter
to' pass Supply, on the understhnding
that there should be an immediate dis-
solution. But there is no great point in
speculating on' what might happen in
such an event as the World anticipates.
‘When the votes are counted on election
night, there will be no guess work as
to who will be in power,

FOR CLEAN ELECTIONS

The Domininn government has caused
a summary of the new law relating
to elections to be published. Some of
the principal provisions are the fol-
lowing:

“It is. made a criminal offence, pun-
ishable by a heavy fine, to take down,
mutilate or deface any proclamatlon
notice, voters’ list or other document
required. to be posted up under the
provisions of the Act.

“No person can. make an contribu-
tion on behalf of any candidate ex-
ceépt through the agent of such can-
didate.

“The bribery provisions in the Act
are made much more severe.

“Canvassing by persons residing out-
;lde Canada is mﬂ.de an indictable of-
ence.

publisher on every class of ~printed
material issued ln connection with ‘an
election.

“The making of a false statément
with regard to ie persohal character
of a candidate renders the person
making it liable te a fine of not less
than $100.

*“Contributions for political purposes
by any g¢ompany or- association are
made an indictable offence.” g

THE OMNISCIENTS

All néwspaper people know the men
to whom an inscrutable Providenze
has seen fit to grant a corner in om-
nisience, especially @as .to the manner
in .which a daily newspaper should be
run. The newspaperman_ is ever-con-
scious of his own shortcomings. He
finds before him, when he beging his
day’s work, a great blank, out of which
he must manage in some way to ex-
tract enough matter of sufficient in-
terest to be readable and, if he ever
looks over his work on the following
day, it is not with a feeling of pride
because of what he has accomplished,
but one of profound thankfulness that
he -did not make more mistakes. As a
rule he has not time to read critically
his previous day's work, and so he only
knows what a . disastrous failure he
has made of -it, when -ome of the
Omniscient Clan tells him how very
bad what he did was, and how
much better it would have been if he
hdd ‘enly done it some other way. This
dcés not annoy him, for he is sustained
by ‘a4 mens conscia recti,- and  :the
knowledge that the .general . public,
like himself, is not cursed with omni-
science. When you come to think of
it, it must be a sad thing to be con-
‘,inced that you can do everything bet-
ter than. any one else.

Of course it is a well known fact
that every newspaperman begins his
day’s work with a resolvesto do every-
thing wrong, which is within the lim-
its of the English language and tha
statutes of the ‘realm. They them-
gelves do. not know this. ‘They ' are
under the impression’ that they en-
deavor fo be fair, accurate and consid-
erate. They think that they give to all
maitters such degree of thought as to
their method of treating them, or as to
whether they shall be treated at all as
the time at their disposal will permit.
They think that they give the public
the benefit of the doubts, and when
they are not sure a thing ought to be
said/ refrain from saying it. A But of
course they are mistaken in these
things.. They are essentially wrong in
act and in intention, and the wonder
iz that a long suffering community
does 'not smash them, -and place the
newspapers in the hands of the Om-
niscients.

"THE MINING INSTITUTE.

The meeting of the Canadian Mining
Institute, which is to be held in this
city in about two weeks, Wwill ‘be of
very great ‘interest.- There will" be
present at it representative men from
Hurope, the Eastern States, Eastern
Canada and British' Columbid. ' The
programme of entert.ahiment decided
upon' is very simple:’ The visitors will
be invited to .« garden party at Gov-
‘ernment  House and to a reception to
be held in the evening in the Parlia-
ment Buildings, and the Board of
Trade will probably arrange so that
they can meet as many of the busi-
ness men of the city as can make: it
convenient. The mémbers of the In-
stitute and their Buropean guesis are
not. on a tour for amusemen They
are seeking informatign. ‘They wish
to“ learn about. the places they visif.
Therefore in arranging the programme
the, effort has been 10 give them as
much leisure as possible to make“in-
quiries and investigations and at the
same time extend the courtesies due
to such_ a distinguished party. We
hope that the citizens generally will
co-operate in:making the visit of the
Institute memorable to those who par-
ticipate in it.

. CONDITION OF PERSIA.

‘While Northern Persia,” which is
within the Russian sphere of influence,
is a scene of bloodshed ‘and oppres-'
sion, the southern ipart of the empire,
which is within the British sphere of
influence, and the western part, some
of which is net under the survetllance
of ‘either of the great powers, is the
scene of a revolution promoted by the
Constitutionalists, who seem.to be car-

- |rying all before them. There has

n
some very severe fighting. in which
the troops of the Shah have been
worsted, and the government offices
everywhere are falling into the hands
of the Iinsurgents, who demand the
promulgation of the. constitution anew
and the summoning of a parliament;:
otherwise they declare they will pro-
claim themselves independent and set
up a government of their own, It is
not easy to forecast the outéome of
such ' a state of things. The Shah
seems absolutely helpless. The sle-
ments of great changes are present,
and the relations between Russia and
Great Britain may' be severely strained
before a savisfactory solution of the
Persian problem is reached. The
British people:, will not countenance
anything on the part of their govern-
ment which seems to be in keeping with
the repressive and bloodthirsty' meth-
ods ‘pursued by Russia in‘ Northwest
Persia. ' If it were not for this a par-
tition of the empire might be possible,
Russia being given the extreme north-
west and the remainder being ereected
into a . constitutional monarchy under
British protecuon.

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Interest in the presidential campalgn
in the United States continues to be
sluggish. The people show. an indis-
position to grow enthusiastic over
either. Mr. Taft or Mr. Bryan.  There
is no doubt that the former is gener-
ally regarded as the echo of Mr, Roose-
velt, and the great mass of. the people
refuse to consider him very serfously.
He is perhaps the best: sort of. a man
who could be placed in the presiden-
tial chair at this particular time. The
history of the United Sts.tes shows that
it has not by any means always.been
the most. brilliant men, who have
given' the country prosperlty Every
country needs a'rest occasionally, and
We have an idea that, after the excited
crusade ‘that has been waged during
the past few years By Mr. Roosevelt
and those who think as he ‘does, the

country would be the gaineéet for a few!

years of less stremous life. Tt can-
not be said that Mr. Bryan’s candi-
dature has ‘createl much-of a furore.
No man who ‘goes before the electors

for a third time with two defeats and|

no successes to his credit, can expect
to arouse any very large degree ot
enthusiasrh.  Neither. of ' théser candi-
dates is a man whose personality or
principles espeeiallv: appeal ‘to the men.
who . make campaigns. interesting. - It
is ‘altogether probable that .im the
course of a week or two the people
will get warmed up, but. if ene mav
judge from the newspapens. there is

much apathy now.. We are inclined to ||

think “fhis  condition aor the ‘public

mind rather favorable than otherwise |

to Mr. Bryan." He stands for the bet-
ter exemplification of demoeracv. al-
‘though in the policies, which they ad-

" “Printing offices are raqgred to
glve the address of the priater and

vance, there is little substantial dif-
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ference between the two men. As a
general proposition an electorate, that
is free to express itself, is more likely
to select a man, who represents his
own principles; than to ong, who, right-
ly or wrongly, is supposed to represent
the feelings of arother, If Mr. Roose-
velt had been the Republican candi-
date there never would have been a
doubt for an-instant as to the outcome
of the election, but there is doubt now,
notwithstanding all the party mana-
gers on the Republican side may say.
The following extract from a contem-
porary is interesting in this -connec-
tion®

The president is chosen, not by the
people direct, but by a body of electors
for whom ‘the people vote. In this col-
lege, as it is called, the states are rep-
resented according to their population,
Thé total number/is 483 votes, allotted
in the individual states as follows:

Alabama ¢ . . .11 Nevada. . . . . 3
Arkansas. .., ."9 Nebraska . . . . 8
California. . . .10 New Hampshire 4
Connectjcut.’ . . T ¢
Celorado. A
Delaware.

Florida . . .
Georgia . ..
Idaho .. . &

New Jersey....12
North Caroling’.12
North Dakota...
OBl 0 sl e
Oregon
Oklahoma. . . .
Pennsylvania . .
Rhode Island ..
South Carelina..
South /Dakota...
Tennessee. .

Ilinois .. .
Indiana . .

Kentucky . ... ¢
Louisiana . .

Maine -, . Bexas . :

Massachusetts R LA A R

Maryland . 3 Virginia: . o2
Mlasls'sippi A West Virginia,... 7
Missouri . .. . .. Washington . .. 5
Minnesota. . . . Wyoming . . .. 3
Montapa . . . . ‘Wisconsin ., . .13
Michigan . ... . Vermont . ., . 4

There are geéographical divisions of
the groups of states, the Democratic
South being the most steadfast in its
political faith and rarely placing, its
confidence in a Republican. Twelve of
the Southern States, with 127 votes in
the electoral college, are conceded to
Mr. Bryan, making it necessary for his
friends to carry other states with 115
votes to get him a bare majority. Ob-
servers seemingly without prejudice
concede nim -Missouri and Xentucky
with 81 votes, which, however, leaves
him 84 short. It is for these that he
will have to do his hardest fighting.
Almost everything will depend on New
York, which has 39 votés, and seems
to be fair fighting ground, first  be-
cause of the strength of the Democratic
‘organization in New York city, and,
second, "because the Republicans are
not as harmohious on state:issues as
they should be to make their success
sure. It is likely to be in New York
that the mdst strenuous efforts will be
put forth by the representatives of
each of the parties, by the Democrats
to save their chances, and by the Re-
publicans te make their expected suc-
cess complete

OUR OWN CINCINNATUS

In. these prosaic and self-seeking
days-it is delightful to find a patriot, |
indeed, in whom there is no guile. In
most cases the man-seeks the office.
Rarely indeed does the ~office have
to put on its hat, take its lantern
and go out 'seeking the man. It is
therefore all the more pleasant to
learn that the Minister of the Interior
places his Sservices at the dispesal iof
his country much,against his sill, and
‘that. he only. !h"es emgi_n in
office ‘because the volce the coun-
try demands that he ' shall b “into
exile” for the public good, The phrase
is not ours. The Minister reached
“Victorla on Wednesday ‘night, and
on Thursday he told -the people
through his paper his feelings in this
regard. "He said: “The Minister of
‘the  Interior will regret that 4in the
discharge of his duties in accordance
with the popular will, it will be neces-
sary for him :to be absent the: greater
part of the time from home, but he
will submit to exile in a spirit of
resignation.” He likewise said:, ‘Prob-
ably .the Minister of the Interior
would be well pleased if he were re-
lleved : from the duties of his office
and permitted to’enjoy. life in Victoria
for the remainder of his days’” We-
should not ourselves have thought
of using the expression “the remainder,
of his days” .in connection with so
substantial a specimen of mankind as
the Minister is, but we will let-that
pass with the hope that the 'said re-
mainder may be a long one; We might
also comment. upon the spirit in
which the Minister will return to Ot-
tawa. It is to be “4'spirit of resigna-
tion.” His resignation will probably:
take effect within a few days after
the returns are all in; but let that
pass also. ’

What cannot pass without serious’
comment, is ‘the attitude which the
Minister sees- fit to take towards the
constituency, ‘which did him the honoyr
to.elect him. The Board of Trade of
this "city, a non-political body urged
that a portfolio should be given to a
represenfative of the. .province, and
prominent citizens, who had not been
identified polltically with :Mr. Tem-
pleman, gave him their Support, when
he was appointed a minister. He re-
turns for re-election, and tells his
constituents that the whole thing is
a bore, that he is making a great
1acriﬂce, that he is going' into exile on
their account, that he wishes he could
stay at home. ' If the Colonist had
ascribed this view of the situation to
the Minister, we' think he would have
had just-cause to complain. If we had
depicted -him as one who believed he
was making heuvy sacrifices. to the
people by’ consenting to occupy the
position of an honorable and not wholly
honorary cabinet minister, we would
have been accused of grossly misrep-
resenting . him and of endeavoring to
put -him in a false light before his
constituents. . But. it is his own paper
which.says so and it takes occasion to
say so as soon. as he .reaches town.
Surely it is a strange attitude for the
Minister to take. If he feels that he
is" making a great sacrifice in going to
Ottawa, why. does”he not remain in’
Victoria “for the remainder of- his
days.” ‘Those of us who have not for-
gotten our Roman history will re-
member how the mémbers of the Sen-
ate were obliged to hunt up Cincin-
natus ‘on his little farm and: fairly
forde -him to accept the position of
dlctator but. most of us were, unawareA

that the dlstlnguished Roman had a
successor in the .Minister' of Iniand
Revenue.. {In other words,” most peo-
ple. thought ‘it 'a privilege and an
honor to Fepresent Wictoria in the
House' of Commons, and that the
emoluments: ‘attached to ministerial
office ‘were’' not Wwholly - insignificant,
Apparently the Minister thinks other-
wise. The electors. might take him
at his word.. Rumor has it, that if
they should de so, there are cemalt

gentlemen on the same side of pol

who would. not shed many tears, a.nd
‘Who, in the event of their own election
would not consider it a serious “exile”
to be compelled to accept a cabinet
position,

GERMANY. AND, BRITAIN

A writer in Figaro says that if
Germany is not: satisfied with her past
conquests ‘‘the first thing to be dofie
is to crush England now, as then, the
guardian of the liberty of the world”;
but he does not believe that Getmany
cherishes any such  ambition. This
view is strengthened by the recent
utterances of Chancellor Von Bulow's
South German organ, which said:

A change in the Buropean situation
as a whole had silently set in before
Friedrichshof - and:"Ischl, but these
meetings have < accentuated the pro-
cess. - The characteristic feature of
this transtormation may be palled a
detente. . ' This. .deyelopment must be
supplementeﬁ_ by the definite improve-
ment, once and for all; of the relations
between Germany’ and England, ‘which
thelr rulers an@ their governments and
the i overwhelming “majority ‘of - both
nations  sincerely agpire to achieve,
and -this improvement can only be the
outcome of prolonged and patient mis-
sionary efforts with a view to arriv-
ing at an understanding with regard
to the aims of eachi other’s naval
policy. A premature agitation in favor
of disarmament might impede the
efforts to discover a solution to this
difficult problem. Sooner or later,
however, "all the heretical doctrines
which represent an armed conflict be-
tween ourselves.and Great Britain as
inevitable are bound to be confuted
by the realization that® the German
and British navies have other things
to do than to fight sea battles with
each other.

The Frankfurter Journal says “a
Judicious limitation of < naval arma-
ment is imperatively demanded by the
finanecial position of the German Em-
pire.” - The Berlin correspondent of
the London Times seefis impressed
with the general tendency of German
public opinion in this direction, and
taken altogéther, in spite of the efforts
of some sensationalists and hot-headed
jingoes, who are intent more, upon
making politica] capital against their
opponents than upon. promoting the
welfare of the country, there is good
reason to believe the relations of Brit-
ain and Germany to be approaching
something, in the nature of an under-
standing, which' will enable the gov-
ernments of both: powers to put a stop
to the tremeéndous and exhaustive
rivalry now in:progress in the build-
ing of yessels of war.
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+ROUTE OF THE.G. T. PACIFIC

It is announced that the Grand
Trunk Pacific, jnstead of following .the
Fraser around tne great bend, will
make fise of thé“route up Bear creek
to  get from the' valley of the. South
Fork of the. Frasbr,!ithat s ‘the main
river.-where itfiows: from Yellow Head
Pass to the . n ast,
George, which 1s sltuat just below
the point where the Nechaco joins the
Fraser. Thus is 'the aazacity of Mar-

cus Smith once more justified. The}

G. T. Pacific is following the route
which he recommended more ~than
thirty years ago:for the Canadian Pa-
cific, and we venture to believe that

his judgment dn other matters, .in|

which Victora is especally interested,
wlll be conﬂx:med by events not in the
remote future. ‘From Fort George,
the telegrams say, the road will go in
almost ‘an air-line to Fort Fraser.
Fort’ Fraser is on the south side of
Fraser Lake, out of which the Néchaco
flows, and from.this we infer that the
raflway will be ion: the south side of
that river.

Take all this sensational news about
\'Iclxrocco with 'a, liberal allowance of
salt,

Some wood-piles and wires got in

the way and interfered with the suc-
cess of the latest flight of the Wright
Bros.’ aeroplane.’ They ought to be
movead.

It has just been discovered that
John D. Rockefeller’s ancestors ‘were
French barons: ‘‘Almost anything can
be discovered ‘about a man as rich as
“John D.”

The financial barometer, namely, the
bhank clearings, shows that business is
improving,  With a grdain crop worth
over $150,000,000 to sell, Canada "ought
to experience very excellent times as
soon as things can be turned over.

With Mr. William MacKenzie of the
Canadian Northern on his way 'in this
direction, 'with a number of Canadian
Pacific magnates to ‘follow shortly

after, with Sir Thomas Shaughnessy |

expected a little later, and Mr. Hays
of the Grand Trunk. Pacific, ltkely: 1o
.drop in.- upon us at any time in the
near future, British Columbia will not
be able to complain that the Captains
of Transportation are giving her the’
cold shoulder. °

Formear residents of New Brunswick,
who read of the retirement of Mr. W.
T. Whitehead: from ‘the political arena,
on the ground of ill-health, will hear
with regret that Mr. Whitehead, pre-
wvious to the announcement of his re-
signation, was so severely attacked by
heart trouble that his life hung for a
time in the balance. His physicians
advised him that a political campaign
would be suicidal. ' Mr. Whitehead was
the Liberal nomines in Yeork ecounty.
He is a gentleman of sterling gqualities
gnd the highest reputation and his en~
forced retlrement is a’'severs blow to
his party
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Mr. SPORTSMAN!
Give vour Dog a bath, so that he is all smart and {it to accom-_
pany your 1p- to--datg?r outﬁt on that Huntihg Trip..

USE BOWES’ DOG SOAP

» 150 S

Unmatched for killing f!eas, lice,‘ ticks and all vermin.
Equally good for horses and other animals. .

Cyrus H. Bowes, Chiemist

Governmnt Street. near Yates Street

wver: to. Fort |

IISE FURNISNERS ____
A ICTORIA, B.G

2 ‘l'hht‘ntullon
In the Whole Willo West.
Established 1862
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out of it.

honest,

chiffoniers, .

catalogues and pubhc :

advertisements, still less”. : - !
do they hire incompetent, underpaid labor. Just thmk these little
matters out when you are resting in your easy chair onlabor day,
and when that exquisite senise of perfectrest steals over you and
the smoke ascends in “blue rings from your cigar or ptpe o,
: it -be a woman -
who reads this, as she

There are many grades of labor, but only two sorts—honest and
dishonest—or, to adopt an everyday term, sweated labor, with
which can also be classified sweated materials, for the one is first

-Honest labor takes honest-all- through iron,

brass or' wood and builds honest-all--
through bedsteads, chaste of design and
solidly comfortable; the lacquer i
or enamel does not peel off or @
the metal snap until you have
had every dollar’s worth of use
The honest carpet
manufacturer buys the finest and purest
uses honest adequately paid labor

R and skilled design-
ers; he makes a car-
pet that will last a
lifetime and never
-~ look shabby or out of date, provnded it is
cleaned by good machinery once a year. Manufacturers.like this
earn and receive world wide reputation, such as Crossley’s and
Templeton’s, of the Old Country. The firm or individual who
labor honestly, select the best woods and
honest, thoroughly efficient artizans,who. build
reliable and attrac-
tive chairs, settees, sideboards,
, dressing tables,
,wardrobes tables. etc.. They
§ build carefully, 'securing ‘the |

% guarantees satisfaction to the. ¢
‘ultimate owner in his home.

The honest manufacturer and dealer do not stain common wood,
tack it together witha few sprigs and call .it weathered oak, nor
face a common wood with a thin veneer of mahogany and call it
- solid mahogany, neither
do they mahoganizefEaa
birchwood and omit to o

sits'in her cozy
room laboring in

comfortat cross- \

stitch or dainty §

embroidery; let 4
. both
. thought -from

beautiful N

toria to the 4

crowded manufac-. NS

turing cities of the East ' \m

and Europe, and picture the

: : half-starved, half-clad, men “®?
women and chlldren toxlmg in abject misery amidst filthy,. unsamtary surroundmcs
who are the direct product of dishonest labor through the medium ‘of trashy goods
and the.sweating system which is the certain and direct result of so-called bargain
sales and the storekeeper who in his blind avarice chmbs to- wealth over the ruined
 lives and bodies of ‘his fellow creatures.
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